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DEPDC/GMS 
Khun Sompop’s Thoughts 

The man who started it all gives his two cents on how far his 
NGO has come in the past quarter-century 

It has been a meaningful 25 years 
full of great challenges for all of 
us who have taken an important 
role in making the DEPDC/GMS 
what it is since its founding in 
1989. DEPDC/GMS is one of the 
few human rights’ organizations 
that focuses on prevention as a 
policy to end human trafficking 
in Northern Thailand. The 
achievements of this long struggle 
for daughters and sons can be 
told in three different periods of 
times. 

The Daughter’s Education 
Programs (DEP) began in 1989, 
and since its inception has created 
the best model on how save the 
children who’re the most at risk. 
Our research team started by 
surveying communities in border 
villages, hill tribes, and farms or 
factories that were exploiting 
child labour. DEP considered the 

children whom weren’t receiving 
any education and/or were 
labouring as our target 
demographic. DEP took action by 
trying to provide basic education 
and opportunities. In 25 years, we 
have directly aided in preventing 
more than 5000 at-risk kids from 
falling victim to human trafficking. 
The DEP’s prevention policy has 
become an important characteristic 
of our organization and has 
influenced many other non-
governmental and governmental 
organizations. 

The second phase of DEPDC/GMS’ 
expansion began circa early 2000. 
This included creating networking 
strategies and joint projects and 

partnering with all sectors related 
to human trafficking and 
prevention.   We     started    several 

(Continued on page 13)  
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"Volunteering at DEPDC was an 
amazing experience. Not only did I gain 
a variety of work skills and experience, 
but I also met lots of lovely staff and 
volunteers who were all dedicated and 
very hard working. They put their heart 
into what they do." - Hannah S., ’12-‘13 

“I worked for 6 months at DEPDC in 
2010, when I was 29 years old. At 
DEPDC, I was a radio DJ, English 
teacher, art teacher, activities organizer, 
and painter. What stood out to me was 
how happy and relaxed a lot of the 
children looked. Sompop was a 
charismatic, friendly man, who was 
easy to trust quickly. The journey has 
made me feel grateful for what I have 
and at the same time calm about the 
future of many of the children who  
were safely put into school there. It is 
definitely one of the best non-profit 
organizations I have ever seen. I am 
happy I was able to contribute.” –   
Vincent N., ‘10 

        

 “I volunteered at DEPDC summer 2011, 
a summer I will never forget. It has 
changed my life, my outlooks, and my 
passions. It gave me courage to stand up 
for what I believe in and an 
overwhelming appreciation of humility. 
Thailand is one of my favorite places 
and Mae Sai will always have a place in 
my heart. I miss the family I made at 
DEPDC and cannot wait to return. I love 
them all!” – Krystal K., ‘11 

“I was particularly touched by one 
such goodbye. It was with Sisen, a 
child who is smart but who acts out 
constantly in class. The kid surprised 
me. I didn't know he cared so much. 
As we were saying goodbye, he kissed 
me on the cheek and kept his little 
arms wrapped around my neck. He 
followed me as I was walking away, 
and would not leave my side. He was 
the one who made me feel like it was 
all worth it. I went to Thailand for him. 
He'll be in my heart, as will all the 
other kids, forever. They made my life 
better, and I was happier with them in 
it. In my last moment, I cried selfishly. 
But what more can you do, when you 
know they have given you more than 
you could ever give back?” - Krystal 
G., ‘11 

“I guess I would just like to say that 
my time at DEPDC was amazing! The 
children are all so eager and excited to 
get to know you and spend time with 
you. It truly was a life changing 
experience. The friendships I 
made while there are ones I will 
cherish for a lifetime!” – Sara A., 2009  

“After a year working with DEPDC, 
the organisation means to me what 
Khun Sompop founded it for. A source 
of community building and regional, 
grass-roots, youth-based activism that 
engages the next generation of change 
makers with a vision for how the 
world can be and what steps to take to 
make that a reality. The things which 
jump to mind without any effort at all 
are the kids’ and the staff’s smiling 
faces. The looks of triumph when you 
see them understand something in 
class or do something they didn’t think 
they could do when they play. Those 
are the ongoing victories that give you 
the fire to keep going. It’s a constant 
reminder that we don’t have to do it 
alone. That’s what DEPDC really 
means to me: hope in the future and 
belief that we can make it better, 
together.” – Matt S., ’13 – ‘14 

Past Volunteers’ Reflections 

“I loved living in the housing with the 
girl students and getting to know all 
the special young people with so much 
potential to offer the world.  I was 
blessed by many dear friends who 
shared their life stories. 
I especially remember being the first 
foreign volunteer at the new center in 
Mae Salong, established in 
coordination with the Government 
center.  
I still think of the DEP Community 
often and remember you all with 
love.  I hope all of you continue to 
enjoy the safety, encouragement and 
love of community. 
I also fondly remember the big 
education trip to the sea.  What a fun 
bus ride filled with children eager to 
splash in the ocean. :-) 
Many warm hugs!” – Angela W., ’02-
‘03 

"I found my time as a teacher at the 
Half-Day School hugely rewarding as 
it gave me the chance to work with 
some of the most incredibly 
enthusiastic children, with seemingly 
endless questions. Working at DEPDC 
also provides the opportunity to try to 
fit into another unfamiliar culture. 
This can be a challenging endeavour at 
times, but when you finally realise that 
you are beginning to truly belong to 
the school, to the community, it is an 
extraordinary feeling. I remember one 
time, a very early morning, arriving at 
the Centre and seeing the children 
sweeping up the leaves after a big 
(Continued on page 7) 
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Mae Sai: HDS, and the Importance of 
Education 

An interview with our newest Half-Day School( 
HDS) teacher, Jörn Dix! 

It’s a bright and sunny day in Mae Sai. With the Rainy Season 
just having ended, there is hardly a cloud in the sky. For our 
regular Monday meeting, we embark to Coffee Time, a Western-
styled café off the main road of Mae Sai. We sit across from each 
other on low-set sofas, and exchange friendly conversation. Jörn 
is a friendly, German man who has, proven himself equal to the 
tasks set upon him, and I am interested to see where this 
interview will go. After Jörn finishes a meal of spicy noodles 
with seafood, and I, my first cup of tea, we begin the interview 
process.  

C: What grades are you teaching?        
J: “I’m teaching K1, G1, G3, G4 and G5” 

C: Have you taught before? Where? When?        
J: “Yes. I taught at Chiang Mai University from 2010 to 
2011.” 
C: What was that experience like?        
J: “Very different from DEPDC because teaching German 

25 Years and Still Going Strong: Mae Sai, Mae 
Chan, and Chiang Khong 

is different from teaching English, and the students were 
much older.” 

C: Is there any big difference with DEPDC than there is at 
CMU?              
 J: “Surprisingly the kids [at DEPDC] seem to be more 
motivated!” 

C: How did your first week of teaching HDS go? 
J: “That’s a hard question! First I had to figure out what level 
the students are at, and then I had to try and figure out how 
to adapt it to future lesson plans. Some of the classes, my 
exams were too easy, and others found them quite hard.”  
C: How did you feel about teaching the different classes in 
future afterward? Hesitant? Optimistic? 
J: “I felt surprised that Grade 4 is much more advanced than 
Grade 5. The other ones are more or less what I expected. 

C: What were some of your preconceived notions about 
teaching HDS?  
J : “I already knew that the English level is quite at the 
beginning stage.”  
C: For all grades? 
J: “Yes, for all grades. I expected that the levels of proficiency 
would be different not only between grades but within the 
classes as well.” 
C: Were their any surprises or inaccuracies that previous 
volunteers relayed to you? 
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J: “A former volunteer told me a lot 
about his classes. The classes he was 
most scared of were the easiest ones 
for me. I did not have any behavioral 
problems or communication 
problems with the older students. 
The younger students are the scariest 
for me, in fact.”  
C: Why are the younger students 
scarier for you? 
J: “I don’t have much experience 
handling young kids. I anticipate a 
learning curve, and I hope to be 
successful and gain experience 
teaching them.” 

C: What are you most looking 
forward to as an HDS teacher? 
He laughs upon reflection and takes a 
minute to think his answer over.  
J: “What I’m most looking forward 
to?” 
C: Yes. 
J: “I think I am most looking forward 
to seeing the progress of the kids. 
Maybe I will find something else to 
look forward to as I get to know my 
students better.” 

C: If you could impart anything on 
your students by the end of your 
experience, what would it be? 
J: “Don’t be afraid of giving the 
wrong answer. I think that is the 
biggest problem in Thailand. 
Children are afraid to give the wrong 
answer. 
C: How do you plan on making 
them feel comfortable giving the 
wrong answer? 
J: “I’m going to use positive 
reinforcement rather than negative 
punishment.” 

C: What do you think will be the 
biggest challenge for your students, 
education-wise?         
 J: “Probably that they are not native 
Thai speakers. Most of the 
kindergarten children do not speak 
Thai that well. In G4 they did not 
know what copper— 
C: The metal?           
J: “Yes, the metal. They looked it up 
in the dictionary, but they did not 
recognize the Thai word for copper, 
either.” 

Teacher 
Spotlight 

Teacher Jörn 

Kru Thoeng 

C: What is your most poignant 
memory from your own primary 
school days?                                 J: “I 
think the school garden. I really 
enjoyed that. I think of the school 
garden back in Germany when I see 
the teachers and kids working on the 
agriculture plot on the campus. We 
grew German vegetables and I really 
enjoyed that!” 

C: What is your philosophy on 
teaching?                                           J: 
“I’m not going to gain anything with 
force or by making the children feel 
bad. Calling them stupid is not going 
to solve anything.             
 C: So what would you do instead of 
that?           
 J: “I will give them positive 
reinforcement and help and encourage 
them as much as I can. In the case 
where there is no motivation and they 
do not want to learn anything, I will 
not force them.” 
C: So do you believe the choice to be 
educated is solely with the child? 
J: “Not exactly. We can only offer them 
education, but we cannot force them to 
do anything. And we shouldn’t. If you 
force the children to do something, 
then they will have a negative attitude 
towards school, and that will only hurt 
them in the long-run.” 

What will be the most difficult aspect 
of teaching at HDS for you? 
J: “I think the Language barrier with 
the small kids. They do not speak Thai 
properly, so it might be hard to relay 
lesson plans.” 
C: What about the older kids? 
J: “Probably keeping them motivated 
to learn and finding new methods to 
make this possible.” 

C: How do you motivate your 
students? 
J: “I have taught German music and 
movies in the past, and I motivated the 
students by letting them choose which 
movies and music we study. I only 
interfered if the movies were poor 
quality or ridiculous.” 
C: Do you have any ideas on HDS? 
J: I don’t know if it’s going to work 
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with the kids, but I hope to similarly 
involve them in lesson planning. I 
will at least try and see if this method 
transitions at all.”  

C: How do you plan to deal with 
different levels of proficiency in 
your classes? 
J: “I don’t have any idea. It will be 
complicated. I hope once I get a 
better grounding and get to know my 
students better then I will be 
inspired. I feel like there will be a lot 
of trial and error. I think it will be 
different in each class. In some 
classes the differences are enormous. 
In G3, there is one boy who is much 
more advanced than the rest of the 
students, while there are two girls 
who have no knowledge of English 
whatsoever.”  

How do you plan to balance Thai 
culture (i.e. communal learning 
norms) with Western education 
practices (i.e. relatively strictly 
adhered to individualized learning 
standards)? 
This question gives him a lot of pause 
J: “I don’t think it is worth 
implementing Western education 
practices in just one class (i.e. 
English). I don’t think individualized 
learning will help them at all or be of 
any benefit, so I will try to teach them 
in the Thai system.”  
C: So you will encourage communal 
learning? 
J: “They have 4 hours a month of 
English (Editors note: all classes have 
6 hours a month of English class 
except G1, which has 12), and I don’t 
think it will make any progress or the 
results will be any better if just 
during those four hours they try to 
learn by Western standards. Plus, 
they will try to sneak around, 
anyway.” 

C: What motivates you in the 
classroom? 
J: “Seeing the effort of the kids, and 
when the kids give the right answers. 
I really enjoy seeing the kids having 
fun while learning! Basically, it’s the 
little victories.” 

At this point, I have run out of 
questions, our teacups are empty, and 
Jörn breathes a sigh of relief. We end 
our conversation with a laugh, and 
always the good sport, Jörn smiles as we 
part ways…for the five minutes it takes 
to get back to the center.  

Interview conducted by International 
Department volunteer, Channing 
Stephens. 
 
An Interview with teacher and 
daughter of DEPDC, Ms. Mana-
ssapan Suthichaikul (P'Thoeng) 
 
J: P'Thoeng how long have you 
been teaching at HDS? 
P: “I have been teaching at HDS for 
two years as a youth volunteer after 
I was a student of the Youth 
Leadership Training Program (YLTP) 
of the DEPDC's Mekong Youth Net 
(MYN). After I finished 
volunteering I went to work 
somewhere else but decided  to 
come back to become a regular 
teacher at HDS in 2012.” 

J: What classes are you teaching at 
HDS? 
P: “I am teaching mathematics and 
handicrafts like knitting and 
stitching.” 

J: P'Thoeng you have been a 
student at HDS yourself. Which 
experiences did you make during 
that time? 
P: “In the beginning I was very shy 
and I didn't talk much, but during 
my time here as student I got self-
confidence because during the YLTP 
we were mostly involved into the 
activities as equal partners to the 
adults. During the four years of 
YLTP me and the round about 20 
other students learned to solve 
problems and how to help ourself.
 I finished high school and 
went on to study Community 
Development at Chiang Rai Rajabhat 
University in a special program for 
working people. Without my 
experience from the DEPDC I would 
not have had the courage to do 
that.” 

J: What difficulties did you face during 
this time? 
P: “I have 4 siblings and my parents did 
not have much money. By that times 
you had to pay school fees to attend 
government schools and my parents 
couldn't afford to sent all their children 
to government schools. That's why I 
moved to DEPDC's YLTP after finishing 
9 grade at a government school and 
received my high-school education via 
the program.” 

J: Why did you choose to become a 
teacher at HDS? 
P: “There are many reasons why I 
choose to teach here. My husband and 
me were both able to find a teaching 
position in Mae Sai what is a big 
advantage for family life. On the other 
hand teaching at HDS gives me the 
possibility to pass on the experience I 
got during my time here and to hand on 
the knowledge I gained during the 
years. Teaching here is not only limited 
to academic teaching, but also contains 
classes in handicrafts.” 

J: What is it like to be a teacher at 
HDS? 
P: “I really like to work here with the 
children, I seriously miss them during 
the term breaks (laughs). We do not 
have many problems with the children 
here as teachers. The children are eager 
to learn and they are grateful for the 
chance to get educated. The work 
environment is like a big family and 
working here satisfies me.” 

J: P'Thoeng what do you wish for the 
future? 
P: “I hope that the DEPDC will be able 
to maintain its work to offer education 
for poor and stateless children as it is 
often their only chance to get educated. 
The Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) “One Market Economy”, that 
will start in 2015 will boost trans-
border-migration from Maynmar into 
Thailand. Parents ,looking for better 
paid jobs in Thailand, will bring their 
children with them. These children will 
often not be able to receive formal 
education and it is expected that the 
number of students at HDS will rise in 



 

 

DEPDC/GMS December 2014 

6 

the future.” 

Interview conducted by International 
Department volunteer, Jörn Dix. 

Mae Chan: The Swimming Home 
gets Crafty and learns about a 
foreign culture for Halloween 

Volunteer Channing made her way 
to the Swimming Home the weekend 
of the 31st of October to give a 
cultural lesson to the children 
staying at the home about 
Halloween, which happens to be her 
favorite holiday. Laden with crafts 
and treats, she was eager to make 
learning about this cultural tradition 
as fun as possible!  

First, the children were taught new, 
Halloween-themed words such as 
witch, jack-o-lantern, and haunted 
house with the help of the young 
man and woman in charge of the 
children, P’Tao and P’Ning.  

They then made masks using 
printouts, colored pencils and 
markers, scissors, and string! They 
had the choice of choosing between a 
pumpkin, a cat, a bat, a scary skull, 
and more.  More vocabulary was 
taught as the children sought to 
make their masks as original as 
possible.  

After diligently coloring in their 
spooky masks, the children of the 
Swimming Home made their very 
own haunted house using felt cut 
outs and glue. The kids had fun 
designing their houses with looming 

doors and distinctive-shaped 
windows. Each child seemed 
determined to make his or her house 
the scariest in the bunch. 

Making their own jack-o-lanterns out 
of felt cut outs and glue was next on 
the crafts list. Creativity was abound 
as these children gave their jack-o-
lanterns wings and feet. Cyclops jack-
o-lanterns, old man jack-o-lanterns, 
and kitty cat jack-o-lanterns are just a 
few types created by these artistic 
children! 

Finally, after a job well done and 
thoroughly impressed, Volunteer 
Channing shared some homemade 
treats (chocolate M&M cookies) with 
these imaginative children. 

While talking to P’Tao and P’Ning, 
Channing also learned that the 
children have started a new 
agricultural patch and have planted 
tomato seeds and cucumber seeds! 
She observed the hard work each 
child puts in to maintaining the field 
and helping their crops to thrive. She 
followed them to the nearby creek, 
saw them get mud up to their thighs, 
and carry buckets full of water with 
grace and speed she could never 
match.  

On reflection, she had to say, “I had 
so much fun with these amazing kids, 
and I cannot wait to come back with 
more learning activities!  The whole 
experience was gratifying knowing 
that we shared a fun time filled with 
laughs.“ 

Chiang Khong: The Realities of 
Tackling Difficult Problems in the 
Greater Mekong Community 

DEPDC's Chiang Khong Safe Shelter 
is run by two women: P'Too, the 
director of the safe shelter, and P'Dao, 
a youth volunteer at Chiang Khong 
who happens to be a former 
daughter. The Mekong Child Rights 
Protection Centre (the official name) 
has supported numerous children by 
aiding them in receiving an adequate 
education through grade 9 for the 

past 8 years. Major risk factors for 
labor exploitation and human 
trafficking are lack of education and 
extreme poverty. 

P'Too and P'Dao have identified some 
major social issues that must be 
tackled in the future in order to evoke 
change. 

The most pressing one is a lack of 
esteem placed on education in some 
communities. This is particularly true 
in some “hill tribe” communities 
where education is still regarded as 
superfluous. In these communities, 
girls especially are at risk of remaining 
under-educated and being seduced 
into exploitive labor. They are often 
expected to marry early (sometimes as 
early as 13 or 14 years old), so their 
culture deems their education as a 
waste of resources.  However, their 
marriages are often unstable. In some 
cases the husband will leave his family 
often resulting in the mother and 
children being faced with extreme 
poverty. The mother finds herself 
helpless and unable to make an 
adequate income due to a lack of 
education. This attitude fuels a vicious 
circle of under-education, poverty, 
and risk of exploitation. 

 
Another serious issue is a lack of 
knowledge about sex education and 
safe-sex practices. Education in this 
field is complicated further by the fact 
that sex in general is a taboo subject of 
conversation. The Chiang Khong Safe 
Shelter tries to spread the knowledge 
via educating the supported children, 
so they can further spread their 
knowledge in their peer groups and 
communities. It is anticipated that the 
spread of STDs will be reduced and 
the number of unwanted pregnancies, 
especially with teenagers, will see a 
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(Continued from page 2) 

storm the night before. When I was 
offered a broom, it didn’t look like it 
was going to be the best start        of 
the day. But, somehow, as I swept, it 
felt surprisingly right. There we all 
were, all sharing the task, all 
working for the school, no words 
needed to be spoken. I knew I was in 
the right place." – Elia D., ’13-‘14 

“I came to DEPDC with an open 
mind, with the intent to just be of 
some help, be it big or small, but not 
really knowing what to expect. What 
I found there was a purpose of being 
which changed my life forever, and a 
group of inspirational adults and 
children, who I quickly and proudly 
called my second family.  

Joining DEPDC opened my eyes to 

the horrific nature of human 
exploitation which DEPDC works to 
prevent, to the tenacity of a group of 
people who made the choice to 
dedicate their lives to doing something 
about it, and the young people and 
children who ultimately and 
deservedly receive the assistance and 
support they truly need, as a result of 
the collective efforts of everybody at 
DEPDC. Being part of DEPDC was an 
honour, and an experience I will never 
forget.” – Jamie H., ’09-‘12 

“I remember spending my first 6 
months as the village idiot, completely 
underestimating how much of a 
disadvantage it would be not to have 
even elementary Thai under my 
belt.  If you'll forgive the cliche, I 
didn't know going into Mae Sai that 
the kids at the Half Day School and 
DEP would be the ones teaching me 
lessons- not just in the Thai language, 
but lessons in humility. Before coming 
to Mae Sai, I didn't appreciate the 
severely bittersweet paradigm that 
DEPDC represents in the Mekong Sub 
Region.   

Pi Alinda, Pi Noom and Ajan Sompop 
entrusted me with responsibilities that 
were well above my skill set.  They 
knew I wasn't an expert in managing 

high stakes communications with 
major donors and foundations, but 
they saw passion and heart in their 
students, the participants of the 
Mekong Youth Net and their young 
staff and volunteers.  I am forever 
grateful to them for this, for their 
tutelage and their leadership.” – Jamie 
W., ’06-‘07  

“When I came to Thailand to 
volunteer with DEPDC/GMS, I had 
no idea the profound impact that the 
experience would have on me. I feel 
incredibly humbled and grateful to 
have had the opportunity to learn 
from and work with the incredible 
DEPDC/GMS staff and of course to 
have met with the students at HDS 
and CLC. I miss singing and reading 
with the rambunctious HDS English 
classes and going over grammar and 
playing games with my CLC 
students!” Genevieve K., ‘14 

A special thanks to all of those volunteers 
who chose to contribute a piece! Thanks to 
Genevieve K., Jamie W., Matt S., and 
Jamie H. for contributing pictures seen in 
this article and other articles in the 
newsletter.  

 

significant decrease through this 
approach. 

Chiang Khong is located close to the 
infamous Golden Triangle, which has 
been one of the world's major hubs 
for drug trafficking for more than a 
century. In the past, opium and 
heroin were the most common 
drugs produced and traded in the 
area. Today, it has evolved into a 
hub for the international trade of 
methamphetamine-based drugs. 
The easy access and widespread 
drug abuse and drug trading poses 
a serious threat to society. Even 
children find themselves introduced 
to these drugs and fall into 
addiction. Consequently, the drug 
habit of one family member often 
affects family as a whole. 

In 2015, the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) will start a 
“One-Market Economy”. This is 
intended to make the flow of goods 
and services much easier within 
Southeast Asia. The policy is 
projected to give an enormous boost 
to the economies of the ASEAN-
countries, but on the other hand, 
P'Too fears that the economic 
integration of the ASEAN will also 
show a major increase in human 
trafficking in Thailand. The area of 
Chiang Khong, as an important hub 
in the international human 
trafficking industry, will be strongly 
affected by this new development. It 
is expected that the number of people 
becoming victims of human 
trafficking will rise during the next 

few years, and that support for those 
people will increase in necessity as a 
result. 

P'Too and P'Dao will tackle the 
challenges coming up in the future. 
The children who receive support 
from the Mekong Child Rights 
Protection Centre will continue to 
spread their knowledge to their 
communities. The huge network that 
has grown during the last few years 
between DEPDC, other NGOs, and 
GOs in the Chiang Khong area will 
also help to fight the upcoming 
challenges and provide people in need 
with the necessary support! 
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Looking Toward the 
Future: Where Will I Be In 
25 Years?!  
We asked students in G1 and G2  
to draw pictures of themselves as  
adults! 

 



 

 

http://depdcblog.wordpress.com/ December 2014 

9 

World Trafficking Day: 
the Invisible Commodity 

exploitation and 50% for forced 
labor. One other important point in 
Africa is the trafficking of migrants 
linked to international migrations, 
either inside Africa or to Europe. 

The child trafficking in these areas 
mainly aims to recruit for the sex 
trade (pornography, prostitution, 
etc.) or child soldiers in conflict areas. 

United States 

In the United States, alone, there 
were about 9,500 trafficking 
prosecutions, 5,800 convictions, and 
45,000 victims identified in 2013. The 
first two statistics have risen (though 
convictions rates remain equal) while 
the last statistic has lowered from 
2012.  

As a developed country and 
superpower, sex trafficking in the US 
tends to be very sophisticated. It 
shows up in a number of ways and 
legal venues making it difficult to 
control and prosecute. Some 
examples of these venues are 
massage parlors, internet based 
escort services, and hostess and strip 
clubs. All of these places can either 
be partially or wholly brothels.  

Other forms of trafficking the US 
participates in are domestic service, 
farmwork, and factory work. Often 
times, these victims are 
undocumented. They are held in 
inhumane conditions and forced to 
work excruciating hours.  

Southeast Asia 

In the Greater Mekong Sub region, 
children make up a majority of the 

“The good we secure for 
ourselves is precarious 

and uncertain until it is 
secured for all of us and 
incorporated into our 
common life.” - Jane 

Addams 

“The rights of every man 
are diminished when the 

rights of one man are 
threatened.” – John F. 

Kennedy 

“Every government has 
a responsibility to fight 

[human trafficking], 
both directly – through 

investigations and 
prosecutions – and in 

the deeper sense of 
serious and sustained 

efforts at prevention” – 
Navi Pillay, UN Human 

Rights Chief 

July 30th was the first World Day 
against Trafficking in Persons. To 
mark the occasion, we at the 
DEPDC/GMS would like to supply 
some data about human trafficking 
in today’s world. The United 
Nations estimates that 2.5 million 
people are “trapped in modern 
slavery” all over the world. 
According to the International Labor 
Organization (ILO), the trafficking 
in persons profits are $32 billion 
USD per year. That number is 
higher than 85+ countries’ GDP for 
2013!  “Nearly every country in the 
world is affected by human 
trafficking, as a point of origin, 
transit or destination, and victims 
from at least 127 countries are to 
have been exploited in 137 States” 
(UN Office on Drugs and Crime). 

Gathering accurate information is 
made extremely difficult by the fact 
that trafficking is an underground 
trade, and most numbers are 
estimates. We’ve broken down some 
statistics and information that 
highlights what a global problem 
human trafficking has become.  

Africa and Middle East: 

A recent UNODC report gives a 
regional survey of the situation in 
Africa between 2009 and 2012. It 
assesses  

In Africa, 76% of people trafficked 
are women. Women are the main 
cause for concern in human 
trafficking, not just as victims, but as 
traffickers as well.  

Counter to the global trend, the 
main purpose of trafficking in Africa 
and Middle East is  35% for sexual 

persons trafficked. Forced marriage, 
begging, fishing boats, debt bondage 
and domestic servitude are the most 
common forms of modern day 
slavery used today. In the GMS, 
organized crime groups use children 
in all of these types of slavery, 
particularly begging, debt bondage, 
and domestic servitude. 

Between 2002 and 2007, 25,000 
forced marriages occurred between 
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Source: US State Department Source: US State Department 

Vietnamese women to Korean men, 
and 24,600 occurred between 
Vietnamese women and Taiwanese 
men. 

An estimated 200,000 migrant 
workers (Cambodians, Laotians, and  
Myanmarians) who work on Thai 
fishing vessels. More than half are 
undocumented, and according to the 
ILO, a majority of the fishermen are 
children between 15-17 years old. 

According to UNICEF, 32% of those 
trafficked from Thailand to Laos had 
been forced into domestic labor.  

Europe 

During the 2008 – 2010 period (last 
official data available) 23,632 victims 
have been identified by the EU, 
according to the European 
Commission. This number was 6,309 
in 2008, and reached 9,528 in 2010. 

Even though the majority (61%) of 
the victims are European citizens, 
mostly from Bulgaria and Romania, 
the victims coming from outside of 
the continent increased of 18% 
during this period. Most of the 
victims coming from outside of 
Europe are Chinese or Nigerian.  

Of the victims identified above, 62% 
were trafficked for the purpose of 
sexual exploitation. The World 
Labor Organization estimates that 
one in seven sex workers in Europe 
has been victim of human trafficking. 

These statistics may seem grim, but 
there are things you can do to help!  

• Spread the knowledge! Have 
conversations with friends and 
family. Knowledge is power. 
Knowledge gives issues a 
voice. Only through 
knowledge will change occur. 

• Donate! Visit our website to 
learn about all of the 
opportunities to give. 

• Get Involved! Find out what 
is being done in your 
community and how you can 
volunteer your time to help 
make modern day slavery 
history.  

 

Sources:  

http://www.slaverynomore.org/wp-

content/uploads/2011/07/WorldVisionFact
Sheet.pdf 
http://www.unodc.org/toc/en/crimes/hu
man-trafficking.html 
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-
13-322_en.htm 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/P
ages/WorldDayAgainstTrafficking.aspx 
http://www.state.gov/j/tip/rls/tiprpt/201
4/index.htm 
http://www.polarisproject.org/human-
trafficking/labor-trafficking-in-the-us 
http://www.polarisproject.org/human-
trafficking/sex-trafficking-in-the-us 
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This year a survey by the Primary 
Education Service Area Offices in 
Thailand found that 35,000 out of 
600,000 (5.8%) 3rd grade students are 
unable to read and write. They also 
found another 200,000 (33.3%) 
students are seriously struggling to 
read and write. 

The Office of the Basic Education 
Commission has set up a committee 
to start work in November 2014 that 
will attempt to develop measures to 
tackle this problem. In the first stage, 
the committee will collect data from 
all of the different regional offices in 
order to identify the different 
regional problems. In the second 
stage, educational scholars will 
develop measures to solve the 
problems, and in the third stage, the 
staff will receive appropriate training 
to implement the new policies. In the 
final stage, the newly trained staff 
will tackle the problems of illiteracy 
and under-literacy with their 
students. 

This is a very important measure 
that has to be taken seriously by the 
Thai educational system. The literacy 
level of 3rd grade students is a very 
influential part of their overall 

education. This period is considered 
to be the transition period between 
“learning to read” and “reading to 
learn”. Students unable to read at 
their grade level by this time will 
most likely be unable to catch up 
later, and they are at a significantly 
higher risk of dropping out of school. 

Research has found later in life, 
students will struggle to find well-
paid jobs and make a sustainable 
living as adults without the ability to 
read and write on an appropriate 
level. 

DEPDC tries to provide students,  
who are ineligible to  receive a 
government education with an 
appropriate literacy level. These skills 
will help to break the vicious circle of 
illiteracy, under-education, and 
poverty, which are especially 
persistent among stateless people, 
migrants, and people suffering from 
severe poverty. 

In 1997 the DEPDC was officially 
registered as a non-formal education 
institution by the Department of 
Non-formal Education (DNFE) of the 
Ministry of Education. The DEPDC's 
and the DNFE's policy according to 

the 1999 National Education Act go 
in line. Putting a focus on: 

•Provide education responsive to 
the needs of the individuals, 
communities and specific areas. 

•Lifelong learning 

•Consider the disadvantaged people 
as the most important target group, 
including hill tribes, the disabled, 
and street children. 

The Half Day School (HDS) and the 
Community Learning Center (CLC) 
at our Mae Sai site provide children, 
youth, and adults with Thai 
language classes and give the 
possibility to receive an appropriate 
level of literacy that is necessary to 
break the vicious circle of poverty, 
under-education, and exploitation. 
Additional classes including 
vocational training and life skills 
training provide the students with 
the abilities they need to make an 
adequate living. 
Sources: 
http://www.manager.co.th/QOL/ViewNew
s.aspx?NewsID=9570000124383 
http://www.fao.org/docrep/004/ak216e/ak
216e00.htm#toc 

Thailand to Resolve Literacy Gaps 
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 “19 Days of Activism” begins 1st of 
November and ends on the 19th 

every year. It was started in 2011 by 
the Women’s World Summit 
Foundation. The purpose of the 
coalition is to bring awareness to 
abuse and violence toward children. 
Their aims include educating the 
masses for better prevention 
measures, strengthening local, 
national, and international 
initiatives proposed to end abuse 
and violence, creating support at the 
local, national, and international 
level, and lobbying governments to 
implement UN Study suggestions to 
prioritize prevention. 

The idea was inspired by the UN’s 
“World Day for prevention of child 
abuse”, which occurs on the 19th of 
November. The official “19 Days of 
Activism” guide  (which can be 
found on their website) sports an 
impressive 80 pages filled with 
information, data, statistics, tips for 
recognizing abuse, strategies and 
more. The main credo of the guide 
is “prevention is key”! The 
admirable people behind “19 Days” 
whole-heartedly believe and 
advocate that prevention will be the 
solution to stopping global child 
abuse and exploitation. 
Rehabilitation is obviously a   
necessary policy, as well, for those 
who have escaped their 

circumstance, but “19 Days” deems t 
this is a short-term solution. They 
consider empowerment and education 
through prevention efforts will solve 
the problem, long term. The website 
also provides a downloadable 
“prevention kit” aimed to educate 
anyone is interested in the cause and 
high lights the efforts being made 
globally via government, NGO, and 
grass root efforts.   

There are 19 themes campaigned for by 
“19 Days of Activism”. This year’s 
main theme is “Addiction and 
Substance Abuse”.  

Organizations all over the world are 
taking part in 19 Days by registering 
with the site, and creating their own 
unique ways of showing they are 
active participants. Organizations are 
holding conferences, schools are 
celebrating the men and women who 

have supported this cause in the past, 
non-profits are publicly advertizing 
the campaign, itself, and holding 
rallies with performances and 
information seminars, and many are 
holding workshops to help bring 
awareness to the main theme, 
“Addiction and Substance Abuse”. 

To find out how you can do your part, 
or if you are simply interested in 
learning more, follow this link to the 
“19 Days” official website. 

Sources: 

http://19days.woman.ch/index.php/en/about-
the-19-days-campaign/presentation 
http://19days.woman.ch/index.php/en/about-
the-19-days-campaign/the-19-campaign-themes 
http://19days.woman.ch/index.php/en/active
-campaign-participants/activities-events 
http://www.woman.ch/uploads/19nov/guide
/WWSFpreventionGuide-2011-en.pdf 
 
 

2014 Registered Coalition Organizations as of: Friday, 14th November 2014 
Source: http://19days.woman.ch/index.php/en/ 

“19 Days of Activism”: Bringing Attention to 
the Plights of the Voiceless 

Source: http://19days.woman.ch/index.php/en/campaign-materials/2014-call-to-action-prevention-kit 
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We at DEPDC/GMS would like to wish you and your family 

 

Happy Holidays 

 (Continued from page 1) 

more projects to cover a wider 
spectrum of prevention and 
protection. The centre built up its 
abilities and resources to rescue, 
rehabilitate, repatriate, and 
reintegrate victims of human 
trafficking and exploitation. The 
MRICRH discovered an innovative 
practise in rehabilitation: aqua 
therapy. During the same period of 
time, there were many cases of 
parents trafficking their children. 
MRICRH found that it’s almost 
impossible for a child to have a safe 
reintegration if their parents are 
disagreeable. They started a program 
for family-rehabilitation, and it’s 
proven to be affective for safe 
reintegration. 

In the last 5 years, DEPDC/GMS has 
learned the value of youth 
participation. Youth leadership is a 
powerful catalyst in creating a more 
profitable future for children. The 
benefits of these projects have 
extended beyond our daughters’ and 

sons’ time spent at the centre. They 
use these skills in adulthood to 
pave their own path to success or 
to return to DEPDC/GMS and help 
empower the newest generation. 
The Mekong Youth Net was 
created to train the regional youth, 
so they may serve their villages by 
educating their communities in the 
importance of ending human 
trafficking and implementing 
prevention policy. MYN grew 
progressively from there. In total 
there were 96 MYN youth leaders. 
The follow-up reported that out 
that 65 of those 96 were working 
for local charities. A  past youth 
leader has started up a youth 
training program called Ray Of 
Youth. It’s succeeded in reaching 
hundreds of children. Today, 
they’re an influential organization 
in the local area. In Myanmar, 
there’re projects that are active in 
working with repatriation 
programs in Thailand. They also 
build shelters for street children 
and run several training 

workshops. MYN members in Laos, 
Cambodia, and Vietnam have created 
their own projects that provide many 
opportunities for children and women 
to alleviate themselves out of poverty. 
These are the fruits of our labor after 20 
years, and they continue to blossom. 

It’s now been 25 years, and I can say 
that we’ve come much farther than we 
ever anticipated. Since the beginning, 
we’ve always been aware and have 
impressed that we aren’t going to solve 
this global crisis, but we’ve realized 
that making a difference in individual 
lives is crucial to the cause. We realized 
how deeply satisfying it is to make just 
one future brighter. With your 
continued support, we hope to 
continue our crusade insuring the right 
to a happy childhood for another 25 
years. We hope you continue 
supporting DEPDC/GMS and make 
sure to keep up with our latest 
happenings. Have a safe and happy 
holiday season!  

-K. Sompop 
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Gratitude 
Thank you for taking a lively interest in DEPDC/GMS and the anti-trafficking movement we are 
so proud to be apart of. 

 

 

 

 

We are extremely appreciative and thankful for every person, foundation, and organization that 
has supported us this past year and every year for the past 25 years! Every donation has helped 
protect, educate, rehabilitate, and empower children who are at risk to falling victim to 
exploitation and trafficking. 

A special thanks to our long-standing partner, Kindernothilfe (KNH-Germany), 
who continues to believe and support our commitment to the children of the 
Greater Mekong Subregion. 
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Donation Page 
DEPDC/GMS has proudly supported over 5,000 children over the past 25 Years! If you would 
like to contribute, too, we accept donations of all kind. General donations can be given via: 
1. Donate through our Global Giving Page (tax-deductible in the US and UK)  
2. Make a secure payment through PayPal. Please enter the email address: info@depdc.org  
3. Kindly support us with a direct money transfer to:  
Bank of Ayudhya Public Company, Mae Sai, Thailand  
Account Name:  
Development and Education Programme  
for Daughters and Communities  
Account Number: 331-1-05358-6  
SWIFT Code: AYUDTHBK  
Please note: Bank of Ayudhya does not provide us with depositor contact information. We can 
gladly verify your donation and send you an official thank-you letter if you choose this option. 
Please send us an email with your in-formation to: info@depdc.org. 

Specific monetary donations can be given through Global Giving. Have your choice of which 
projects you want to support! Click here to learn more! 
 
In kind donations are also accepted. Items we are hoping for include: 

· Tents, for events and meetings  
· Computers and office equipment  
· School Supplies – colored pencils, colored paper, notebooks, book bags  
· Office Supplies – copy paper  
· Agriculture Equipment – farming tools  
· Plastic Chairs (adult sized) 


