
Handicraft. Anna Anderson displays a range of handicraft products that she sells to support the work against prostitution in 

Thailand. These beautiful products are manufactured by children rescued from sex slavery.                            FOTO: ABEBE ASRES 

- Many children in Thailand 
are sold by poor parents that 
cannot afford to take care of 
them, forcing them into the 
sex market, says Anna 
Andersson from Umeå. She 
wants to awake a debate on 
the issue and arrange ”home 
parties” where she sells handi-
crafts made by those who were 
saved. 

Anna Andersson speaks about 
the slave market when she 
describes the reality that many 
children, foremost girls, in 
Thailand are forced into. They 
are sold for just a few hundred 
Swedish Crones by the parents, 
with the belief that the girls 
will become home maids.  

- Instead they are locked into  
cubby holes or attics, so no 

one will notice they are there. 
They are abused and raped 
until they resign and stop to 
protest, then they are ready to 
be thrown into prostitution, 
she says. Later on, the girls, 
often between the age of 10 
and 14, work as sex slaves and 
are raped by around 15 men 
per night. 

Swedish sex tourism 

Prostitution of poor, young 
girls is a worldwide 
phenomenon, but Anna has 
engaged herself in what  
is happening in Thailand, 
because it is many Swedes’ sex 
tourism destination. She says 
that it doesn’t matter whether 
Swedes consider beautiful girls 
in bars as the least disturbing 
part of prostitution – because  

frequenting them supports the 
exploitation of women. 

- Perhaps it is not so common 
that Swedes use violence 
against these girls – but they 
legitimatize the system. 

Anna has been engaged in the 
issue for many years, but not 
known how to approach it and 
tried to keep away from it. 

- But then I accidently found 
two organizations that I am 
now engaged in. 

Two organisations 

One of the organizations, 
DEPDC, works with preventing 
that girls in Thailand wont end 
up in prostitution. The other 
one, Made By Survivors, works 
in several countries by suppor-
ting rescued girls and helping  
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them to have a dignified life. 

- They have protection-homes 
for the girls where they learn 
how to produce handicrafts, 
which they will then hopefully 
able to make a living of. 

Anna has taken home some of 
these products which she is 
now selling in her “home 
parties”, where she invites 
people that she comes across. 
She have already had 3 
meetings and will have the 4th  
one tomorrow evening. 

She tells about the YouTube 
clip “From hell to heaven” by 
Made by Survivors” that she 
usally shows at these 
meetings, where the organiza-
tion shows the life joy the  
girls despite their harsh 
background. 

Name: Anna Andersson (47yrs) 
Occupation: Doctor in Nephro-
logy at the University Hospital  
Family: Two teenage children 
Activities: Helping to prevent 
child prostitution in Thailand   

Links 

Works against the sex slavery 
 Anna Andersson wants to awake a debate about prostitution in Asia 

Facts 

DEPDC/GMS 
www.depdc.org 
www.depdcblog.wordpress.com 
Made By Survivors 
www.madebysurvivors.com 


