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Empowering Children,  
Encouraging Change 

Written by: Angela Khoshnoud 
 
 
 
 
     In mid-October, Plan International repre-
sentatives came to Mae Sai to put on a three-
day training seminar for DEPDC/GMS staff re-
garding child rights. Plan International pre-
sented DEPDC/GMS staff with “Bamboo 
Shoots”, a training manual on child-centered 
community development and child-led com-
munity actions designed for facilitators work-
ing with children and youth groups. The end 
goal of Bamboo shoots is to build and 
strengthen the abilities of children to recog-
nize exploitative situations regarding child 
rights within their communities and to actively 
pursue appropriate solutions.  
     Khun Chariya, a representative of Plan In-
ternational, stressed the “importance of partic-
ipation and integration of the children to start 
networking within communities.” She ex-
plained that children, families, and all commu-
nity members contribute to child rights and 
that the interrelationship of these contribu-
tions and child participation is what fulfills 
child rights. 

     Myrna (Mingming) Evora, the Regional Di-
rector of Plan Asia, says that children’s partici-
pation in their own development is a necessity 
that reinforces the responsibility of adults to 
invite children’s opinions and act on their sug-

gestions. Through their active involvement, 
children learn about their basic human rights 
and feel empowered and well-equipped for 
their journey into adulthood.” 
     Kru Somboon, a Half Day School teacher at 
DEPDC/GMS stated that he thinks this training 
is very good, as it is designed to be effective 
with a target group of children from birth until 
age 17. He also stated, “This training will be 
especially useful for staff within the education, 
media and international departments.” 
     DEPDC/GMS’ education staff plans to use 
their “Bamboo Shoots” training in the new 
semester with the Half Day School and Com-
munity Learning Centre students. We are con-
fident that the training will make a positive 
impact in empowering youth to be their own 
positive change makers within their communi-
ties, leading the way to a better future for 
themselves. 

Welcome to the October edition 
of the DEPDC/GMS newsletter! 
This volume illustrates the many 
different kinds of education that 
DEDPC/GMS provides to chil-
dren, including vocational, human rights, and 
technology training. We are continually seek-
ing new partners and donors to help support 
and expand our diverse programs offered to at
-risk children in the Greater Mekong Sub-
region.  I would like to say thank you to our 
supporters and those who believe in our mis-
sion here at 
DEPDC/GMS.  

Sompop Jantraka 
Founder and Chair of DEPDC/GMS 

DEPDC/GMS staff discussing ideas with  
Plan International Representatives 

Group projects during “Bamboo Shoots” training 
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Half Day School Children  

Setting the Standard! 

Written by: Jamie Houston 

 

            

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

     September and October 2011 were busy months for the 

children of DEPDC/GMS’s Half Day School. Among rigorous 

studying in their daily academic subjects, children also 

took part in various vocational activities such as local 

study tours in the mountains of Mae Sai and welcoming 

visitor groups from Chiang Rai and Australia. 

     As the end of the first school term approached, a spe-

cial assignment was given to the children in grades five 

and six. Teachers asked the students to team up and pro-

duce guidebooks addressing serious issues that face the 

local community and many others across Thailand and the 

Greater Mekong Sub-region. 

     The children produced guidebooks on HIV/AIDS aware-

ness and prevention, safe use of IT and Internet surfing, 

forced child labor awareness, as well as human trafficking 

awareness and prevention. Taking pride in their creations, 

students took the time to hand make the books, draw all 

the artwork and hand write the content themselves. The 

final result of their efforts: five beautifully made and high-

ly informative books which give accurate and detailed in-

formation on essential social issues in the region.  

     Kru Aoy, a teacher at the Half Day School, says: “I’m 

very impressed with what the children have produced. It 

shows they truly understand what we teach them, and 

have the ability to use that knowledge and pass it on to 

others efficiently.” 

     Each guidebook addressed all aspects of the topic as-

signed very successfully. Take for example the HIV/AIDS 

guidebook: this analyzed what the virus is, how it can be 

contracted and what the effects and treatments are to a 

person exposed to it. It debunked common myths and 

even used short stories to enable young readers to relate 

to its teachings much more easily. 

     Staff and volunteers at DEPDC/GMS are very proud of 

the work the children produced and we look forward to 

seeing their return to the Half Day School for the new 

school semester in November. 

 

 

 

A guidebook highlighting human trafficking issues in detail 

(Continued on page 3) 

Making Mushrooms, Making Money! 

Written by: Sarah McCormick 

     DEPDC/GMS launched a mushroom cultivation project in 
Chiang Khong earlier this year, and the results have been as 
profitable as they are delicious. This sister site, known as the 
Mekong Child Rights Protection Centre (M-CRP), offers shel-

ter and educational 
support for girls at risk 
for exploitation. Agri-
culture has long been 
a staple of the voca-
tional and life skills 
training that M-CRP 
offers for its beneficiar-
ies, along with weav-
ing, sports, music, arts, 
and cultural activities. 

     M-CRP first planted mushrooms in January of this year, 
and it was a surprising success! The girls at the Centre en-
joyed the activity, and the staff found that producing mush-
rooms doesn’t require a lot of labor or land—just a dark, hu-
mid place to house the mushroom packs and some patience. 
They tried the activity again in March, and not only did M-
CRP use their mushrooms in meals for the girls in the Cen-
tre, they were able to sell some mushrooms in the local mar-
ket and make about USD $70 profit. 

     Working with the local expert trainer Mr. Ruchai 
Jularungreung, M-CRP decided to complete a third round of 
mushroom-growing, this time on a larger scale. Khun 
Ruchai, a life-long farmer, spent every weekend in July at the  
Centre working with the children and staff to make hun-
dreds of mushroom packs from soil and spores. In August 
and September, the fruit of their labors emerged, and every 
morning M-CRP’s mushrooms were for sale at the market. 

Guidebooks designed by the HDS students 



 

 

Written by: Christina Belge 

Connecting with Art Written by: Vincent Not 
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(“Making Mushrooms, Making Money” - Continued) 
 

     Altogether, from sales of mushrooms and mushroom 
packs, M-CRP gained more than $1000 in revenue, of 
which nearly $500 was profit to be reinvested in sup-
port of the shelter. Beyond the financial benefit, M-CRP 
children gained marketable skills in agriculture, and the 
Centre gained its newest staff member, Khun Ruchai, 
who will serve as a vocational trainer and local cultural 
expert in music and life skills. Ultimately, M-CRP’s 
mushroom project filled people’s bellies while at the 
same time filling their pockets. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

M-CRP is generously supported by the World Childhood 
Foundation. To learn more about DEPDC’s Chiang Khong 

site, please visit ckdepdc.org. 

M-CRP staff heading 
to the market to 

turn mushrooms into 
income 

Girls in M-CRP 
work together 
to make mush-
room packs in 

their spare time 

(Continued on page 4) 

Rapid Research Conducted 

In Mae Sai 

Written by: Noël Lindquist 
 

     Keeping informed about the local situation is a must 
for every NGO, and in June, the DEPDC/GMS team set 
out to do just that, by conducting surveys in and around 
Mae Sai on migrant issues, child protection, and services 
available to individuals with and without citizenship. 
The Mae Sai Immigration Office, Police Department, 
Border Committee, and Hospital along with several 
schools, temples and NGOs in the area were all sur-
veyed. Although most of the surveys resulted in limited 
quantitative data, the interviews proved to be interest-
ing and useful to DEPDC/GMS and the results were pre-
sented at a two-day conference entitled, “Working    

Collaboratively for Child Rights Protection Policies for 
Migrant and Stateless Children in Border Areas,” on June 
27th and 28th. 
     The Mae Sai Immigration Office told DEPDC/GMS 
that between 3,000 to 4,000 people legally cross the 
border daily from Myanmar (Burma) into Thailand, an 
estimated 80% come to work, the other 20% come to 
visit family members or gather supplies. Immigration 
arrests between two and 30 undocumented migrants 
daily, but was unable to provide an estimate of the total 
number of people crossing illegally each day.  The Mae 
Sai Immigration Office stated that undocumented mi-
grants negatively impact the Thai economy, but unless 
the Burmese government provides socioeconomic op-
portunities to its citizens, the problem will not be 
solved. 
     The Mae Sai Border Committee, which is comprised 
of 200 Thai soldiers who protect the Thai border via 
checkpoints in and around the border region, control 
the movement of illegal substances, arms and people. 
According to the committee, there has not been a lot of 
violence and conflict at the border in the last decade. 
The committee reported that Burmese migrants come 
into Mae Sai primarily for education, employment and 
health care. They said that although child labor is unde-
sirable, it is often a last resort for many families.  
     The Mae Sai Hospital was also surveyed, and they 

told DEPDC/GMS that of nearly 500 individuals treated 

in outpatient care each day, approximately 30% are non

-Thai. Unlike migrants, Thai citizens have universal ac-

cess to health care. According to the Mae Sai Hospital, 

there are 4.5 victims of sexual abuse per quarter; 67% 

of these are minors.  

The border checkpoint separating Mae Sai,  
Thailand and Tachileik, Myanmar 

http://ckdepdc.org/
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The bridge many people cross daily 
from Myanmar into Mae Sai 

(“Rapid Research Conducted in Mae Sai” - Continued from page 4) 
 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
     In 2006, the special health clinic for STI treatment 
joined the Mae Sai Hospital, providing routine medical 
check-ups and workshops for sex workers. Sex workers 
are reported to come both alone and accompanied by a 
“Mama-san,” or brothel manager. According to the hospi-
tal, the majority of sex workers are Tai Yai (Shan) ethnic-
ity, with origins in Shan State, Myanmar - a finding that 
corresponds to research conducted by DEPDC/GMS ten 
years ago. The hospital also reported that the overall 
number of sex workers seems to have decreased.  

 

     DEPDC/GMS surveyed several government and com-

munity schools. In the first school surveyed, there were 

600 non-Thai citizens, and over 300 Thai students. The 

school was currently helping 150 students obtain ID 

cards. When surveying the different schools about rea-

sons for students to drop out, most reported factors in-

cluding poverty, family problems such as divorce or alco-

hol abuse, children needing to earn money by going to 

work, lack of Thai citizenship or statelessness, children 

falling victim to trafficking, and general disinterest or 

boredom. The schools attempt to assist children by help-

ing with ID cards or other documentation, providing food 

and educational materials, and providing assistance with 

tuition and uniforms, but even so, some children fall 

through the cracks.  

     DEPDC/GMS believes the information gathered was 

informative, and it has proven useful in giving us clearer 

insight into the issues at hand in this border region.  As 

always, DEPDC/GMS can apply this new information to 

better serve our target groups.  

Student drop-out can increase a child’s  
risk of being trafficked into forced labor 

Meet Our Partner: Made By Survivors 

Written by: Paul Suit 

     Made by Survivors (MBS) is the core program of Made 

By Survivors Network (MBSN), a US-based NGO that 

works internationally with survivors of slavery and hu-

man trafficking.  Founded in 2005, their mission is to end 

slavery through economic empowerment and education, 

giving survivors and people at the highest risk the tools 

they need to build safe, independent, slavery-free lives. 

MBS currently operates programs in six countries, with a 

concentration of programming in Southeast Asia. They 

offer job training and fairly paid employment to survi-

vors, and provide intensive business development sup-

port to our core programs and partners. MBS then mar-

kets and sells the survivors’ products in the US, and also 

assists them in finding other buyers.  

     In addition to income generation projects, MBS also 

sponsors the education for more than 200 child survivors 

and children born to sex workers. Leading volunteer trips 

to provide therapeutic arts and life skills workshops to 

survivors, they also provide funding for medical and 

emergency needs, start-up capital for employment pro-

grams, and whenever possible, fund projects to increase 

capacity at partner shelters for rescuing and housing 

more survivors. 

A few MBS girls at work, putting plenty of  
time and detail into their creations 

(Continued on page 5) 
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     Paul Suit, Asia Program Director for Made By Survi-
vors, stated: “We have been very excited to work with 
DEPDC/GMS over the past several years and have ad-
mired their dedication and hard work. The handbags we 
sell, made by projects they sponsor, are some of our 
most popular items. Demand has always been very high 
and feedback about the quality very positive. Often you 
find NGOs producing merchandise that is poor quality 
just to raise money. This in turn means the people mak-
ing the products are not properly learning their skill and 
will have a much tougher time making a consistent liv-
ing off of it. NGOs like DEPDC/GMS understand that if 
you're going to change people's futures you need to 
help teach them skills and behaviors that will serve 
them well down the road.” 

     Recently, MBS has been helping DEPDC/GMS expand 
our social network presence, especially on Facebook. For 
MBS, social networking has proven to be a very effective 
way of getting their message out and gathering support, 
and they feel strongly that it can be just as useful for 
other NGOs. Paul claims, “We believe that any issue that 
needs to be addressed or problem solved can only be 
done through team work involving like-minded individu-
als. Made By Survivors feels they have found that kind of 
team work with DEPDC/GMS and we look forward to 
taking it to the next level in the future.” 

(“Meet Our Partner: Made By Survivors” - Continued from page 4) 

Visit MBS’s website: Made By Survivors 
Follow them on Facebook 

See you on Facebook? 

Online Safety Training at DEPDC/GMS 

Written by: Matthias Lehmann 

     Since 2010, DEPDC/GMS has developed a powerful 
social media presence, utilizing a Wordpress blog, a 
YouTube channel and a Facebook page. Social media 
sites help us to raise awareness, inform our supporters 
about our latest activities, get published in newspapers, 
and raise funding, to name a few benefits. Recently, the 
videos of our youth leaders were one of the criteria that 
earned the Mekong Youth Net an honorable commenda-
tion by UNESCO. 
     Although social media sites have many benefits, they 
also carry risks. Anyone who uses Facebook will have 
come across privacy settings, which enable users to lim-
it how much of what they share is visible to the public, 
or people other than their 'Facebook friends.’ Many peo-
ple are unaware of the amount of information that they 
themselves make available to the public, as the privacy 
settings are rather complex and change frequently.  
     After attending an event organized by the Interna-
tional Institute for Child Rights and Development 

(IICRD) discussing online child protection, Matt Leh-
mann, one of our International Department members, 
decided to raise awareness of the dangers that exist 
online. A 'Facebook Safety Training' was organized at 
the end of September, with great support from our 
youth leaders P'Hkawn Mai and P'Peh. 
     All youth leaders based in Mae Sai joined the semi-
nar to learn how to protect themselves online. Sadly, 
Facebook is not free from criminal activity, including 
sexual exploitation of children, and protecting one's 
profile and activity is of great importance to prevent 
this from happening. From the feedback after the train-
ing session, we learned that several participants had 
been unaware that their profiles were publicly visible 
and that they never intended them to be freely avail- 
able to strangers.  
    Matt stated, “When I say goodbye to my friends these 
days, I sometimes say, 'See you on Facebook!' because 
we often send each other messages or share photos and 
stories there. You should always make sure, though, that 
only those you really trust can actually see you there.” 
 

    

     

Click to “like” us on Facebook! 

http://www.madebysurvivors.com/
http://www.facebook.com/bysurvivors
http://www.facebook.com/depdc.gms
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   Thank         You!Thank         You!Thank         You!    
 
 
 

We would like to make a special 
mention of all of our donors!  

 
Your continued support and  

generosity helps build futures  
and realize dreams! 

 
On behalf of all of the children 

and staff of DEPDC/GMS:    
Thank you very much! 

 All of our private donors 
 CO-OPERAID 
 Give2Asia 
 GlobalGiving 
 Kindernothilfe 
 Plan International Thailand 
 World Childhood Foundation 
 The Emancipation Network/  

Made by Survivors 
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Where Are They Now? 

Written by: Sarah McCormick 

     Malee Khamongkhon enjoys her 
work as a youth volunteer in 
DEPDC/GMS’s sister site in Chiang 
Khong, at the border with Laos. Liv-
ing at the Centre full-time, she is 
responsible for supervising the 
young girls on-site and leading dai-
ly life skills activities on health and 
hygiene. Malee says of her work, 
“Improving our societies is not diffi-
cult, as long as our heart is in it.” 
She says she learned this lesson 
during the years that she herself 
was one of the girls living in the 
Centre. 
     Malee’s road from beneficiary to 
staff member began eight years ago 
when she came to Thailand from 
her home country of Laos. Malee’s 
mother had wanted her to get an 

education, so Malee was sent to stay with her sister, who en-
rolled her in Thai schools. Malee excelled; her favorite sub-
jects were English and social studies. 

     When Malee was in the 5th grade, problems within her 
sister’s family threatened her education. At the same time, 
DEPDC/GMS was screening villages in Chiang Khong for at-
risk girls, to open its newest prevention shelter. Malee’s 
school submitted her name, and she was referred to join 
Chiang Khong’s first group. She was so happy to have the op-
portunity to get an education. “If they didn’t help me,” she 
notes, “I couldn’t have studied anymore.” 
     DEPDC supported Malee through her graduation, when she 
joined the Border Youth Leadership Training Programme 
(BYLTP) in Mae Sai. She wanted to be involved in social work, 
and jumped at the chance to study under the Mekong Youth 
Net leaders in DEPDC/GMS. When she graduated from the-
BYLTP program in June, she was offered to become a staff 
member in the Chiang Khong 
Centre where she used to live. 
     Now Malee works every 
day to inspire girls in vulnera-
ble situations, just as she was 
empowered during her time 
there. Malee says, “Thank you 
to DEPDC/GMS for giving me 
the opportunity to develop 
myself and to become a per-
son who works for the better-
ment of society.” 

Since its inception, DEPDC/GMS has helped over 4,000 children, 96% of whom stay 
out of the sex trade. Please support DEPDC/GMS’s work by choosing to either: 
 
1. Make a tax-deductible gift in the US and UK at our Global Giving Page      
 
2. Make a secure payment through PayPal. DEPDC’s email address info@depdc.org 
 
3. Support DEPDC with a check or direct money transfer to DEPDC’s bank account: 
 

Address: DEPDC PO Box 10, Mae Sai, Chiang Rai, 57130, ThailandAddress: DEPDC PO Box 10, Mae Sai, Chiang Rai, 57130, ThailandAddress: DEPDC PO Box 10, Mae Sai, Chiang Rai, 57130, Thailand   
 

Bank: Bank of Ayudhya Public Company, Mae Sai, Thailand 
Name of Account: Development and Education Programme  

for Daughters and Communities 
Account Number:  331-1-05358-6 

SWIFT Code: AYUDTHBK 
 
The Bank of Ayudhya does not provide depositors’ contact information, but  we will 
gladly verify your donation and send an official thank-you letter if you choose to 
send us an email providing your information to info@depdc.org. 

Click here! 

http://www.globalgiving.org/dy/v2/content/search.html?q=depdc

