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Child protection experts, government officials, law enforcement and students came together in 
Bangkok, Thailand on June 22, 2011 to discuss the impact of information and communication technology 
(ICT) on child sexual exploitation and child protection. The showcase event was organized by the Child 
Protection Partnership (CPP) at the Foreign Correspondent Club of Thailand with the support of CPP’s 
executing agency, the International Institute for Child Rights and Development (IICRD), and CPP partner 
Plan Thailand.  

CPP is a multi-sector collaboration of individuals and organizations that works to protect children from 
sexual exploitation enabled by worldwide use of ICT, and is committed to reduce, and where possible, 
eliminate ICT enabled child sexual exploitation by building on best practices of protection across public 
and private sectors. 

The event featured discussions about sustainable objectives in the region, current efforts to tackle ICT 
threats, preventative measures taken by children, and key successes and accomplishments of the CPP 
program. 

Canadian ambassador H.E. Ron Hoffman inaugurated the event. In his opening speech, he mentioned 
the 50 year relationship between Thailand and Canada, commenting that collaboration on a project like 
CPP for the protection of the children of Thailand is truly remarkable. 

After Ambassador Hoffman’s opening remarks, Dr. 
Suriyadeo Triphathi, Director of The National Institute 
for Child and Family Development at Mahidol 
University, took the floor as a moderator. Addressing 
the opportunity of working together to ensure safe ICT 
use among youth, he introduced Dr. Philip Cook, the 
Executive Director of IICRD, who spoke before 
commencing the expert panel discussions. Dr. Cook 
discussed the risks and opportunities presented by ICT 
and the important role of partnerships developed with 
young people, who are powerful agents for social 
change. Panel member Ms. Maja Cubarrubia, Country 
Director of Plan International, confirmed that IICRD and 
Plan will work together to ensure access to and safe 
use of ICT for children and youth. 

 

Ms. Maja Cubarrubia, Dr. Philip Cook, Dr. 
Suriyadeo Triphathi, and Ambassador H.E. Ron 

Hoffman 
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Seven students from Chiang Rai, Pattaya and Bangkok shared their experiences and perspectives about 
ICT use and the role of important social actors in their lives. One student pointed out the challenges 
schools face in addressing ICT threats, commenting that “while the teachers asked us to do homework 
by searching the net, they do not know or inform us about child exploitation.” A film featuring child 
protection activities by the youth participants was one of the highlights of the event. 

Another youth participant from the Pattaya area talked about 
his gaming addiction and his subsequent realization of how it 
was harming him. He decided to create a peer support group at 
his school, which was supported by the ICT teacher and has 
been helping young people deal with their gaming addictions 
ever since. All the youth participants reiterated the need for 
more support for young people and the importance of engaging 
parents and other adults on the issue of ICT safety, including 
helping them understand both the positive and the negative 

sides of ICT use.  
 

After hearing from the students, panel experts Ms. Ladda Tangsupachai, Director of the Thailand 
Ministry of Culture, Lt. Col. Omsin Sukkanka of the Royal Thai Police, and Ms. Sadarat Sereewat, Director 
of Fight Against Child Exploitation, shared their perspectives and experiences and took questions. 

They reiterated the value of sharing experiences with Canadian  
experts such as  law enforcement officers, policy makers and 
child rights experts during the Brazil/Thai Study tour to Canada 
in October/November 2010 and the corresponding Canadian 
Law Enforcement Study tour to Bangkok and Pattaya in March 
2011. Royal Thai Police Lt. Col. Omsin described how his 
exposure to the CPP’s methodology and treatment of the issue 
helped to inform his work as a child sexual exploitation 
investigator in Pattaya.  The Canadian law enforcement and 
investigations specialists who participated in the workshops in 

March shared their tools and practices with their Thai 
counterparts, including Lt. Col. Omsin, who has integrated some 
of these innovative practices into his work and intends to 
complete a training manual in Thai to help disseminate these practices throughout the Royal Thai police.  
 
CPP also unveiled the Circle of Rights Thailand report. This report focuses on how the CPP and its 
partners used the Circle of Rights process in three Thai communities to create positive ICT child 
protection strategies with the active participation and leadership of children. CPP facilitators heard from 
the children during this extensive engagement and assessment process to come up with innovative 
ideas such as the creation a home grown ICT safety curriculum.  The Thai specific ICT safety curriculum, 
which is to be translated into English, has been one of the key results of this process and project.  
Currently the curriculum is in the process of being finalized and validated by CPP partners Plan 

Youth Participants 

Dr. Suriyadeo Triphathi and Ms. Sadarat 
Sereewat 
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International Thailand and the Thai Ministry of Education, after which it will be further disseminated in 
Thailand and beyond.  

After two and a half years of work in Thailand, CPP has been able to plant the seeds of progress in 
addressing ICT enabled child sexual exploitation from a multi-sector and systemic approach which 
follows the lead of children and youth and their visions for the future. Here’s to building on these small 
successes in the years to come! 
 


