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School in a Bag 

Written by: Hannah Smith 

 
The gift of an education is something we 

deeply value here at DEPDC/GMS. School in a Bag, 
a UK registered charity and Prem Tinsulanonda 
International School Thailand (PTIS) has generously 
funded 350 school bags filled with a wealth of 
school supplies for all of our students here at 
DEPDC/GMS, from our HDS students, CLC, novice 
monks, to the children in our M-CRP and MRICRH 
program.  

With the recent beginning of term this has 
been an exciting and useful gift for the students. 
What a great way to start the school year! The 
students at the Half Day School curiously and ea-
gerly peeked into the activity room where the bags 
were being assembled. The students promptly did 
their end of school day tidy up routine and lined up 
excitedly to receive their new school bags and 
school supplies. The next day the 
whole school was ablaze with red 
back packs walking to class and 
getting off the school bus.   

School in a Bag (SIAB) is 
an initiative run by the charity 
Piers Simon Appeal (PSA), which 
was set up to support victims 
of disaster in the memory of 
Piers Simon age 33, who 
died in the Indian Ocean 
Tsunami on the island of Koh 
Phi Phi, Thailand on Decem-
ber 26, 2004. SIAB was established after PSA was 
invited in November 2008 by the charity ShelterBox 
to help send school equipment to orphaned chil-
dren in Swaziland, Africa.  From PSA’s involvement 
in the project, PSA eventually decided in 2011 to 
launch its own initiative. SIAB helps to bring oppor-
tunity, hope and rehabilitation to children in pov-
erty stricken and post disaster communities by 
supporting their access to education by providing 
essential school supplies.     

The students at PTIS got on board the 
project by organizing their ‘run series’ for the past 

two years which consists of 3 running events 
hosted throughout the year to raise funds. In their 
first year PTIS funded 39 SchoolBags for the Arimba 
Rainforest Community in Indonesia.  

The DEPDC/GMS project is a pioneer-
ing venture for SIAB, as these are the 
first SchoolBags to be produced, as-
sembled and distributed in the benefi-
ciary country.  The advantages for this 
type of venture are it benefits the 
economy of the recipient country,  
cuts out shipping and transportation 

costs and avoids any issues and 
extra costs at customs. 
SIAB is working hard to achieve 
its goal of sending out 5,000 
School bags in its first year. For 

the future it aims to have stock 
stored at SIAB headquarters ready to be dispatched 
in the immediate aftermath of a disaster to chil-
dren survivors in refugee and IDP (Internally Dis-
placed Person) camps. To date SIAB has funded, 
packed and distributed 34,542 SchoolBags to 6 
countries.   

Having recently held its annual Home 
Farm music festival in early June, which is in its 7th 
year running to raise funds for PSA and SIAB (each 
ticket funds two and a half school bags) this UK 
based charity is growing from strength to strength. 
DEPDC/GMS and all the students here would like to 
extend its sincerest gratitude to SIAB and PTIS for 
their donation and wish them the best of luck with 

all the great 
work they have 
been doing and 
we look forward 
to seeing more 
and more red 
back packs  
everywhere!   

 

 
Welcome to the August edition of 

the DEPDC/GMS newsletter!  

In this exciting edition you’ll read 

about our latest fundraisings and 

projects. We also have an update 

on what’s been happening in our 

Chiang Khong centre. It’s hard to 

believe that so much has happened in only 3 months!  

Of course so much of what happens at DEPDC/GMS 

would not be possible without the help of our sup-

porters and donors, to 

whom I would like to 

extend my sincerest 

gratitude.  
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Sincerely, 

Sompop Jantraka 

Founder and Chair of DEPDC/GMS 

The packed bags ready to be  

distributed to the students 

The HDS students showing off their brand new bags 

Charity Liaison Officer for the Piers Simon Appeal 

and School in a Bag said,  

"We are absolutely delighted to have been able to help 

fund this pioneering School in a Bag project with the wonderful 

help of the DEPDC/GMS.  It gives us a very warm feeling knowing 

that we are helping school children in Thailand, my home for 3 

amazing years from 2004 - 2007 and the birth place of our char-

ity.  We are indebted to DEPDC who have coordinated the project 

with such willingness and professionalism.  We cannot wait to see 

the School Bags in the hands of the children.” 
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Written by: Alexandra Denis 

Ethnic minority and stateless children in Thailand 
face many obstacles when it comes to their access to educa-
tion. Thai law states that all children regardless of their citi-
zenship status can and should be attending school which is 
provided for free. However, factors such as poverty, lack of 
economic opportunities, political conflict, gender, costs asso-
ciated with attending school such as transportation and other 
school costs, and family instability greatly restrict their access 
to education. In many cases children and their parents are 
unable to choose to attend local Thai school for various rea-
sons. 

As an alternative the Half Day School (HDS) is able to 
overcome some of these obstacles. DEPDC/GMS currently has 
148 students enrolled in our HDS. The HDS does not require 
any additional school costs to attend. We also provide a free 
lunch and have a school bus that picks up children from the 
Thai and Burmese side of the border.  

Access to education can be a very complicated issue. 
An example of such a case is Fon (not her real name), a for-
mer HDS second grade student. In May of this year, she was 
unable to enroll into a government school in Mae Sai. Fon, 

who is originally from Burma, is Tai Yai: an ethnic minority 
group. She moved from Chiang Tung to Mae Sai in 2009, due to 
the poverty that she was experiencing. In Mae Sai, her aunt 
and uncle have taken her under their wing so that she can 
pursue her education. As an ethnic minority who does not hold 
any form of ID and therefore is stateless, Fon has found it dif-
ficult to be enrolled into government school. 
 Fon has been at our HDS since 2010, but her guardians 
recently decided that they wanted her to attend local govern-
ment school. In May, Fon was denied access because of her 
lack of a recommendation letter from her village head, which 
is required from stateless children who wish to attend govern-
ment school. One factor contributing to this is fear. Many 
stateless families and children are often afraid to approach 
their village head to get the appropriate documents stating 
their residency because they are afraid of problems that may 
arise due to their citizenship status. This is ultimately decided 
on a situational basis depending on the length of time of a 
family have been living in the village and the willingness of 
the village head to sign these documents.   
 In DEPDC/GMS’ 23 years of experience, they have 
found that many students from ethnic minorities and who are 
stateless find it difficult to enter into government school due 
to an array of obstacles. Fon has managed to enroll herself in 
a government school in Chiang Sean, about an hour from Mae 
Sai according to her family’s wishes. Everyone at DEPDC/GMS 
wishes Fon the best in her studies!  

 

 

 

 

Written by: Hannah Smith  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Since the start of 2012 our Chiang Khong, Mekong 
Rights Protection Centre (M-CRP) has been having a busy 
and exciting year.  We welcomed 16 news girls to the cen-
tre and said goodbye to six of our graduates who com-
pleted their 9th grade education, leaving us with a full 
house of 21 residents.  The M-CRP provides full time ac-
commodation, care and education support to children, who 
are at risk of being trafficked and experiencing poverty, 
neglect or abuse.  

The centre welcomed the children who are from 
diverse ethnic backgrounds including Hmong, Akha, Lahu, 
Yao and Kamu into the house on April 31st.  What followed 
in the next weeks were orientation, group activities, regis-
tering at their new schools, and a meeting with the chil-
dren’s parents.  Everyone at the house got a chance to get 
to know each other, as well as being informed about the 
details of M-CRP’s program, house rules and individual and 
group responsibilities of living together.          

There has been no shortage of activity for the girls 
and staff at M-CRP.  Since arriving at the centre the girls 
have had cookery classes, a one day drug workshop, a 
three day Life Skills development camp with a focus on 
Ethics and they participated in HIV/AIDS awareness day by 
making posters, banners and designing T-shirts.  The girls 
also enjoyed a day out visiting Baan Dum, Thawia 
Dornchanee’s Art House, Wat Rong Khun (The White Tem-
ple) and The Agriculture Learning Centre. 

Earlier this year on March 8th, M-CRP also hosted a 
graduation day meeting for staff, parents and students, 
who had graduated from Grade 9 and were leaving the 
centre, to celebrate and discuss how the graduates were 
doing.  Out of the 6 graduates one girl was returning home 
to help her parents, another was going to study a voca-
tional skill and four of the girls went on to study a course 
on caring for the elderly and children which would then 
lead them into employment in the field. M-CRP is very 
proud of their graduates and wishes them the best of luck 
for the future.  

On the 8th June M-CRP was visited by Britta Holm-
berg, the World Child-
hood Foundation Country 
Manager for Thailand.  
Britta met all 21 girls at 
the centre, visited some 
girls’ homes and met 
with the DEPDC/GMS  
directors.   

The M-CRP cen-
tre has been a hive of 
activity for the first half of 
the year and will surely be 
just as busy in the coming 
months. 

Some of the residents at  

M-CRP, Chiang Khong. 

The Chiang 

Khong  

Mekong 

Rights  

Protection  

Centre 



 

 

Written by: Christina Belge 

Connecting with Art Written by: Vincent Not 
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Written by: Katherine Walsh 

 

 On the 15th May all staff at DEPDC/GMS par-
ticipated in the Curriculum Conference in Mae Sai to 
discuss the curriculum for the Half Day School for the 
upcoming school year. The conference was held over 
one week to discuss this very important issue.  
 First on the agenda was problems faced by 
students with regards to sex education. A 
major issue is that many teenagers are 
uneducated on sex and reproductive 
health. In too many cases there is little to 
no awareness on these issues.  This often 
results in teenagers being ignorant on how 
to have safe sex and can lead to girls get-
ting pregnant without knowing that it has 
happened or how it has happened.  A so-
cial worker from the hospital in Mae Sai, 
who spoke at the conference, told the story of a girl 
who had gotten pregnant but couldn’t remember hav-
ing sex as she had been drinking alcohol with her 
friends.  

Children and teenagers need to be educated 
on these topics in school; therefore sex education 
should be part of the syllabus.  Sex education is often 
not discussed or taught in schools as many teachers 
feel embarrassed or shy about talking about it 
openly.  However, it is vital that topics concerning 
sexual health are discussed so that young people are 
fully informed and can keep themselves safe.  A lack 
of understanding on this topic can lead to issues such 
as sexual abuse, unplanned pregnancies, HIV and self 
esteem problems. 

The media is also causing problems for teen-
agers.  In an increasingly technological world they are 
faced with an overload of information without the 
necessary tools to make sense of the ways in which 
media influences individuals and society as a whole, 

in positive and negative ways.  A problem often faced 
here in Thailand is that children spend hours on end 
at the internet shop where they can play online 
games.  There have been cases where children have 
spent nights at these shops and don’t return home 
until morning.  Others have also resorted to stealing 
in order to pay for more time online playing games.  
Parents also need to be conscious of what their chil-
dren are viewing on the internet.  One of the speak-
ers at the conference spoke from personal experience 
as a mother when she said that negotiating with 
teenagers is often a better idea than telling them 
what to do without talking to them or listening to 
their opinions.  She believes that it is essential to 
maintain an open and friendly relationship with your 
children and their friends. 
 In this current day and age local communities 
are also influenced by consumerist values. Many wed-
dings and traditional monk festivals, where young 
boys spend a brief time as a monk, are starting to 
involve large amounts of alcohol and scantily dressed 
karaoke girls singing for entertainment. Traditionally 
these festivals are a celebration of the boy’s monk 
hood but in recent times it has become an opportu-
nity to display one’s wealth by hosting the biggest 
party and being able to collect as many donations as 
possible from those who attend.  The discussion of 
the excess spending and consumption of alcohol at 
these events lead to a dialogue about how alcohol 

use and economic hardships can cause 
stress in the household which can a lead 
to violence.  This is obviously not an ideal 
living environment for children to be in. 
 A discussion was also held on how 
to educate students at the HDS.  It was 
acknowledged that the teaching staff 
needed to be there to help, and not to 
add to the students’ problems.  We then 
had two speakers talk about their experi-
ence of home schooling their children and 

how the approach differs from government educa-
tion.  There is much more flexibility when home 
schooling as it is easier to cater to the student’s spe-
cific interests. Of course the student must be taught 
enough academic material so that they can return to 
government school at any time, if they wish to do so, 
but the approach can be more focused on critical 
thinking and less content focused.  The student can 
then also be involved in the planning of the schedule. 
Another thing that the parents seemed to enjoy is 
being able to spend more time with their children 
and also to be able to learn alongside their children.  

 The DEPDC/GMS Half Day School provides a 

safe haven for the students while they are there.  

The curriculum conference brought to light the enor-

mous amount of invaluable experience that the staff 

have in providing students with academic and voca-

tional skills, as well as forming caring relationships 

with their students.  

In this current day and 

age local communities 

are also influenced by 

consumerist values. 

Attendees of 

the  

Curriculum 

Conference 

listening to 

a guest 

speaker 
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Written by: Katherine Walsh 

 On Monday 
9th April DEPDC/GMS 
held its first Tod Pha 
Pa fundraiser. Tod 
Pha Pa is a Buddhist 
tradition held at 
temples to make 
merit by do-
nating money 
to the temple 
or to another 
cause.  Altogether 213,000THB was raised.  
DEPDC/GMS would like to thank everyone who  
helped to organised the event and all who at-
tended. 
 On Saturday, May 5th the DEPDC/GMS 
Swimming Home in Chiang Rai was a hive of activ-
ity as Plan Thailand and DEPDC/GMS co-hosted 
with contributions from KNH, its first DEP. Chiang 
Rai Charity Swimming Competition. Rich aromas 
came from the food stalls and children were run-
ning about in swim suits, eager to begin the 143 

swimming heats 
that would take 
place over the 
next two days.  
Altogether 150 
children, aging 
from 6-18 years 
old competed, 
with 10 children 
representing 

DEPDC/GMS.  They 
came from 19 swim-

ming clubs all over Thailand in order to partici-
pate. In total the amount raised was an astounding 
63,300THB!   
 The day began, for most, at 8am as bags of 
towels and swim suits were unpacked and food and 
clothes stalls were setting up in the field just 
above the 50 metre Olympic size swimming pool.  
The swimming home was almost sparkling in the 
sunlight, as DEPDC/GMS staff had worked tirelessly 
for two weeks before the weekend of the competi-
tion to make the venue look pristine.   
 As it drew closer to 9am swimmers and 
referees began to take their positions beside the 
pool to begin the competition which would include 
50 metre, 100 metre, 200 metre heats and relay 
races. The first heat that took place was the 200 

meter individual medley consisting of all four 
strokes: butterfly, back stroke, breast stroke and 
freestyle. This was not for the faint hearted!  
Those competing had clearly been training vigor-
ously in order to achieve such an amazing level of 
fitness.  The audi-
ence was capti-
vated by the com-
petition and 
cheers and shouts 
of encouragement 
could be heard all 
over the venue. 
 For the 
opening ceremony 
the Kamnan (head 
of the sub dis-
trict), six Phuyai-
baan (village heads) and the Mayor of the 
Chiang Rai, on behalf of the governor of 
Chiang Rai, said a few words of welcome 
to everyone and words of encouragement to par-
ticipants.  The crowd was then treated to a show 
performed by children from DEPDC/GMS centre in 
Mae Sai.  Eight girls wore traditional Tai Yai dress, 
with flowers in their hair and performed an im-
pressive dance using fans.  After the dance, which 
delighted the audience, balloons were released to 
officially open the competition. Ing Keaw, a staff 
member from DEPDC/GMS   Mae Sai, was the MC 
for the competition. 
 By the time the sun was low in the sky on 
Sunday evening there was a real sense of achieve-
ment in the air, coming from the participants, par-
ents and DEPDC/GMS.  Those who had competed 
were proud of their achievements and everyone 
was delighted with the money raised.   Those rep-
resenting DEPDC/GMS did extremely well.  May 

Mayau, who 
was in the 13 
year old girls 
group, came 
1st place in her 
age category 
and  Julie 
Musuer was the 
overall winner 
of the competi-
tion, collecting 
the most points 

overall.  
 DEPDC/GMS would like to sincerely thank 
all those who helped to make the event possible, 
all those who donated to the event and to those 
who attended. We would also like to extend a con-
gratulations to all participants and a special thank 
you to our co-host Plan Thailand and KNH for sup-
porting us! 
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The monks who attended The od-Pa-Bpa 

fundraiser at DEPDC/GMS, Mae Sai . 

Competitors starting a race. 

The opening ceremony of the  

Swimming Competition 

HDS  

students  

performing 

at the 

Swimming 

Competition 
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Written by: Hannah Smith 

 

 On July 16th – 18th of 2012, DEPDC/GMS 
hosted its annual half year meeting held at 
DEPDC/GMS’ Swimming Home in Mae Chan.  It 

was an op-
portunity 
for all de-
partments 
to report 
on their 
progresss, 
to discuss 
and come 
up with a 

plan of action for the rest of the year and ad-
dress any current issues.  

At the end of last year DEPDC/GMS was 
faced with some financial difficulties, as were 
many NGOs worldwide, due to decreases in 
funding. There was a general feeling that 
DEPDC/GMS is doing well in keeping its head 
above water with regards to finance,  as pro-
jects continue to run and we continue to help 
the same amount of our direct target group in 
many projects.  We have also taken on even 
more individuals in other projects. The staff at 
DEPDC/GMS continues to dedicate their time 
and hard work to children, young people and 
adults whom we assist thorough our projects.      

As a special treat Khun Sompop ar-
ranged for all staff and volunteers to attend a 

private lecture by Professor Chukeit who 
teaches at the Mae Fah Luang University in 
Chiang Rai. He talked about the developments 
of ASEAN from the past to the present and 
what its future plans will mean for DEPDC/
GMS, ethnic minorities and stateless individuals 
in the Greater Mekong Sub-Region. We all left 
with more knowledge about ASEAN and ques-
tions about 
the future.  

Our 
Ambassador 
and long-term 
supporter, 
Khun Cees 
Obenhuysen 
also attended 
the three day 
meeting with 
words of encouragement, congratulations 
and useful insights for DEPDC/GMS to use. We 
were also joined by Khun Erik and Khun Laura, 
friends of Khun Cees. It is always great to have 
visitors who are interested in learning more 
about DEPDC/GMS and its work. DEPDC/GMS 
would like to thank all the staff and volunteers 
for their hard work and thank Khun Cees, Khun 
Erik, and Khun Laura for their visit and words 
of wisdom.    

The lecture 

on ASEAN 

Law at 

Mae Fah 

Luang 

Group picture of all who attended the Half Year Meeting 

DEPDC/GMS 

ambassador, 

Con Cees, 

with visitors 

Khun Laura 

and Khun 

Eric at the 

Half Year 

meeting. 

Tan making 

a presenta-

tion on be-

half of the 

Financial 

Department. 
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We would like to make a special 

mention of all of our donors!  

 

Your continued support and  

generosity helps build futures  

and realize dreams! 

 

On behalf of all of the children 

and staff of DEPDC/GMS:    

Thank you very much! 

 All of our private donors 

 Plan International 

Thailand 

 Kindernothilfe 

 World Childhood 

Foundation 

 CO-OPERAID 

 Global Giving 

 School in a Bag 

 Prem Tinsulanonda Interna-

tional School, Thailand  

D E P D C / G M S  N E W S L E T T E R  

 

Written by: Alexandra Denis 

 Aunthip Putta-
wong, also known as 
“Peh”, has been with 
DEPDC/GMS for 16 
years. Peh first came to 
DEPDC/GMS in 1996, 
after her aunt, who 
was her guardian, 
moved to America with 
her new husband.  
Through the Education 
Scholarship for Daugh-
ters, Peh was provided 
with accommodation, 
food and the opportu-

nity to study at  a government school in  Mae Sai.  
 After finishing her studies in 2003, Peh en-
tered into DEPDC/GMS’s Mekong Youth Net (MYN) 
program as part of the 1st generation. Peh spent the 
first year of the program studying at DEPDC’s cen-
tre in Mae Sai. She then spent her second year re-

searching at-risk children in Mae Sai, domestic vio-
lence, and behavioral issues , such as smoking, 
drinking, and drugs. The third year of the program 
was spent leading an education and training centre 
of life skills for children and youth. Peh then went 
on to be the head of MYN Thailand from 2010-2012.  
 Now, Peh is the coordinator of the Mekong 
Youth Union Training Centre (MYUTC) teaching 
training and production of media to 50 students 
from 5 surrounding schools. In addition to the 
MYUTC, Peh works with DEPDC/GMS’ theatre group, 
Nah-Kak See, which in English means “Coloured 
Masks”. Nah-Kak See performs at different commu-
nity events – the last one being “Stop Violence 
Against Women Day”. They also run information ex-
hibition stands in the community once a month.  
 At the age of 24, Peh has many valuable ex-
periences under her belt. Peh believes media pro-
duction is an important skill to have and teach. Peh 
enjoys being able to provide children with the tools 
to help the community, and with media changing 
constantly and quickly, it is vital to try to keep up. 
In the future, Peh hopes to see DEPDC/GMS expand 
further into the community and aspires to finish her 
studies at university.  

Since its inception, DEPDC/GMS has helped over 4,000 children, 96% of whom 

stay out of the sex trade. Please support DEPDC/GMS’s work by choosing to either: 

 

1. Make a tax-deductible gift in the US and UK at our Global Giving Page      

 

2. Make a secure payment through PayPal. DEPDC’s email address info@depdc.org 

 

3. Support DEPDC with a check or direct money transfer to DEPDC’s bank account: 

 

Address: DEPDC PO Box 10, Mae Sai, Chiang Rai, 57130, ThailandAddress: DEPDC PO Box 10, Mae Sai, Chiang Rai, 57130, ThailandAddress: DEPDC PO Box 10, Mae Sai, Chiang Rai, 57130, Thailand   
 

Bank: Bank of Ayudhya Public Company, Mae Sai, Thailand 

Name of Account: Development and Education Programme  

for Daughters and Communities 

Account Number:  331-1-05358-6 

SWIFT Code: AYUDTHBK 

 

The Bank of Ayudhya does not provide depositors’ contact information, but  we 

will gladly verify your donation and send an official thank-you letter if you choose 

to send us an email providing your information to info@depdc.org. 

Click here! 

 

Thank       Thank       Thank       You!You!You!   

P’ Peh teaching. 

http://www.globalgiving.org/dy/v2/content/search.html?q=depdc

