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Written by: Alexandra Denis 

 

DEPDC/GMS has recently been in the 

process of implementing a new project in a rural 

village of northern Thailand. Over the past month, 

the Family Based Child Protection Project (FBCPP) 

has implemented organic sustainable farming 

practices as well as begun to empower the com-

munity. There are approximately 60 people includ-

ing adults and children living in the village who 

will benefit directly from this project. Every family 

is Akha – an ethnic minority hill tribe group – who 

have been facing various socioeconomic issues. 

FBCPP has three main objectives: to provide food 

security through sustainable agriculture, to provide 

vocational training and income generation, and to 

provide education – in hygiene, health care and 

direct child development skills.  

This project has stemmed from DEPDC/

GMS’s continuous promotion of healthy living and 

the concept of food security, which has become an 

issue of global importance when it comes to pov-

erty and development. FBCPP will supply the vil-

lage with the resources needed to produce their 

own crops in a sustainable and organic way, allow-

ing families within the community to provide for 

themselves and their children. DEPDC/GMS hopes 

that this project will help to unify the village and  

w i l l 

create positive change among the families in-

volved.  

Recently DEPDC/GMS staff and volunteers 

had the opportunity to meet people from the vil-

lage and hear about their thoughts on the newly 

implemented project. The village leader was kind 

enough to come share his thoughts. “The project,” 

he said, “has been benefiting us directly. The kids 

come here to learn and we can grow our own food 

and make a living. We have learned about agricul-

ture, the law, human rights, and the rights we have, 

which we did not know before.” He also stated that 

since they have received this knowledge people 

have looked down on them less. A woman from the 

village committee also spoke about how the pro-

ject has impacted her and her family; “we previ-

ously had no land. Now the children get to partici-

pate in swimming and make friends. I want this 

program to continue.” Overall, the community has 

given DEPDC/GMS a warm response in implement-

ing the project. Two of the eldest women from the 

village told us that their vegetables have not 

turned out very beautiful, but they are determined 

that the next crop will be better! 

 

 
Welcome to the April edition of  

the DEPDC/GMS newsletter! 

In this volume, we highlight the 

new year and the new changes 

we have made here at DEPDC/

GMS. It is also my pleasure to  

share with you  our newly im-

plemented agriculture project based in northern 

Thailand. Here at DEPDC/GMS, we are continu-

ally seeking new partners and donors to help sup-

port and expand our diverse programs . I would 

like to  thank our supporters and those who believe 

in our mission at 

DEPDC/GMS. 
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Written by: Noël Lindquist and Angela Khoshnoud 

 

  

 The end of 2011 brought many changes to DEPDC/GMS.  

As the year came to a close, DEPDC/GMS staff, directors and inter-

national volunteers gathered for our annual end-of-year seminar.  

The three day camp-out was held at our sister site in Chiang 

Khong – a small city located in the Golden Triangle.  It was an 

opportunity for all DEPDC/GMS departments to report on their 

progress over the year as well as a time to brainstorm about the 

future of DEPDC/GMS, its vision of itself, and to address some of 

the challenges we faced at the end of 2011. 

 With the global economic downturn, many NGOs world-

wide are experiencing decreases in funding just as donor organi-

zations are experiencing the same phenomenon.  As a result, 

DEPDC/GMS discussed new ways of raising funds.  The three day 

event was held to discuss how DEPDC/GMS will adapt in a new 

economic environment and how it will move forward in 2012 and 

beyond.  Much attention was paid to the next generation of lead-

ers within DEPDC/GMS and their ability to lead the organization.  

Staffing changes were discussed as well as solutions to these 

problems.  Khun Cees Obenhuysen, Ambassador and long-term 

supporter of DEPDC/GMS, attended the seminar and was invalu-

able in providing guidance, support and suggestions for DEPDC/

GMS.  Together, the staff and directors, with the assistance of 

Khun Cees, worked to discuss a new organizational structure 

which could better suit the needs of the organization in the new 

year. After a lot of deliberation, DEPDC/GMS was able to imple-

ment a new organizational structure with changes being made to 

most departments. 

 We are now well into 2012 and the restructuring is al-

ready proving beneficial in many ways. The Administration De-

partment is now physically sharing office space with the Interna-

tional Department which allows these departments to work closer 

on a day-to-day basis and has greatly helped improve our internal 

communications.  A Fundraising Department has been established 

and there is now new leadership in the Finance Department.  

DEPDC/GMS welcomed a new International Volunteer Coordina-

tor and there are several new international volunteers in the In-

ternational Department. 

 Overall, the end of year seminar was a great success in 

terms of team-building, brainstorming and revitalizing the organi-

zation and its vision as it moves into the future. DEPDC/GMS 

would like to give a big thank you to Khun Cees for attending and 

providing helpful ideas and suggestions.  DEPDC/GMS remains 

committed to human trafficking prevention and child rights pro-

tection and is excited to continue its good work in the coming 

years! 

Written by: Angela Khoshnoud 

  

 Children’s Day, a day in which children are celebrated 

and honored, is celebrated in many countries around the 

world. Thailand celebrates wan dek, or Children’s Day, on the 

second Saturday of January every year. At our headquarters in 

Mae Sai, children from our Half Day School and other sur-

rounding areas came to the centre to celebrate the day with 

food, games, toys, and fun! 

 The morning started off with some of the students 

singing and dancing to Akha and Tai Lue songs in between 

games. We had special visitors from the Childline Thailand 

Foundation, who came to celebrate the day with DEPDC/GMS 

and our children in Mae Sai. For Children’s Day, donations 

were made by different people and 

 

The HDS chil-

dren perform-
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(Continued on page 3) 
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Written by: Christina Belge 

Connecting with Art Written by: Vincent Not 
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organizations; donations included: food and snacks, toys, 

school supplies, jump ropes, and stuffed animals among 

many others! 

 After lunch, the singing and dancing continued, 

highlighting groups and individual students from our 

Half Day School. The children had the opportunity to 

engage in various activities throughout the day: balloon 

 

 

-popping games, races, laughing contests, bracelet mak-

ing, getting free hair cuts from a local beauty salon, and 

the most popular of all, playing on an inflatable moon  

bounce slide! 

 Laughter could be heard throughout the entire 

village surrounding our Centre as we honored the chil-

dren at DEPDC/GMS. We all enjoyed the day very much 

and look forward to celebrating wan dek again next year! 

Written by: Jamie Houston 

  

 Thailand’s monsoon season sees heavy rain fall 

from July through October every year and flooding is unfortu-

nately common. However, 2011 saw an unusually heavy and 

long series of downpours which resulted in Thailand’s most 

severe flooding in over 50 years.  Most of the country was 

underwater as the flooding affected 65 of Thailand’s 77 prov-

inces whilst travelling from the north of Thailand and slowly 

making its way south through major cities such as Chiang  

 

 

 

Mai and Bangkok. This caused the deaths of over people as 

well as an estimated 45.7 billion dollars worth of damage to 

the country.  Additionally, the flooding inundated as much as 

six million hectares of land, over 300,000 of which is farm-

land, affecting 58 provinces across the country. The areas hit 

the hardest were in central Thai-

land near the mouth of the Chao 

Phraya River, but provinces in the 

north – such as Lampang and 

Chiang Mai – also felt the effects. 

In the areas hit the hardest, there 

were estimates of as much as 3 

meters (10 feet) of water. 

 While DEPDC/GMS is an 

organization which focuses on hu-

man trafficking prevention, it does 

not limit its assistance there, and 

so in November 2011, one of its international volunteers, 

Jamie Houston, made his way to Thailand’s capital of Bang-

kok to see if he could help on behalf of all members of 

DEPDC/GMS and its supporters. This journey, although only 2 

weeks in duration, was something quite remarkable.  

 Jamie initially made his way to a local volunteering 

shelter at Rajamangala Indoor Stadium. Here the volunteers 

worked to help receive flood victims - helping them move in 

to the temporary accommodation - as well as receiving and 

organizing donations of clothing and food. The following day, 

he made his way to the government’s 

Jamie 

spending 

time with 

a child 

displaced 

from the 

flood 

(Continued on page 4) 

(“Children’s Day Celebration” - Continued) 

“Despite the saddening 

circumstances the residents 

had been dealt—with the loss 

of their homes and often their 

livelihood— the high spirits 

and consistent team work was 

astonishing.” 
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(“DEPDC/GMS’s Flood Relief Efforts” - Continued from page 4) 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 headquarters for flood relief set up at Don Muang Airport. It 

quickly came to light that there were many people trapped in 

their homes around the city in areas military vehicles were 

unable to get to. Given the scale of the disaster, motorized 

boats were also in short supply, so Jamie joined the rescue 

teams consisting of soldiers and local volunteers to go in to 

the flood waters towing boats by hand to help those unable 

to evacuate. This proved to be both a physical and mental 

challenge. Waters were often as high as 1.5 meters, meaning 

a walk which would usually take 30 minutes would quickly 

change to 4 hours of tiring wading through the polluted flood 

waters. 

 This work lead Jamie to meet up with one of DEPDC/

GMS’s partners and supporters, Plan International. Plan Inter-

national had been approached by the Thai government asking 

for assistance with a community of over 200 people who had 

taken refuge in a high school when the flood waters had en-

gulfed their village on the outskirts of Bangkok. The water 

levels were too high in that area for army trucks and there 

were no available navy boats to assist. Plan International 

raised enough funds to buy supplies for everybody at the 

school and rent 2 local motor boats to deliver them.  

 Fortunately, the flood waters have since receded 

and life is returning to normal for the 13.6 million people 

affected by the flooding. DEPDC/GMS would like to thank 

everybody who donated in aid of these people, your contribu-

tion made a difference! 

Written by: Ianic Mary 

   

 The Buddhist project started in June 2010 and is 

still going strong in 2012! Every Friday, from January until 

March, monks from Chiang Rai’s Somsak Somphet temple in 

Northern Thailand came to DEPDC/GMS to teach classes to  

 

 

the Half Day School (HDS) students. 

 The goal of the Buddhist project remains to help 

underprivileged children, orphans and children at risk of 

human trafficking. The idea behind teaching Buddhist phi-

losophy is to bring confidence, guidance, hope, and peace to 

their lives. The Buddhist classes are having a positive impact 

on the children especially in regards to their self-esteem, 

confidence and their outlook on life. The Buddhist project 

this year, has expanded to include all children from Kinder-

garten to Grade 6. In the morning, children are divided into 

two groups to provide separate classes for younger and 

older students, and in the afternoon a group session is held. 

Buddhist classes are now provided to all 150 students at 

DEPDC/GMS’ HDS! 

 As always, to keep the youth engaged and open to 

the topics of the workshop, the monks use various means of 

media and interactive games, including educational cartoons 

and songs that stress self-awareness and self-confidence. 

For the younger group, lessons focus on explaining karma 

and how to be good people. The monks incorporate songs 

and dances into these classes - a great 

way to learn in a fun and interactive (Continued on page 5) 
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environment! For the older group, lessons focus on Bud-

dhist formalities, such as teaching the proper way to wai - 

a Thai greeting consisting of placing the palms together 

in a prayer-like position and bowing one’s head - and 

other general rules. Afternoon sessions include all grades 

and have covered a variety of topics, including the story 

of Buddha along with a more general background on Bud-

dhism and the way of life for Buddhist people. These lar-

ger group sessions are also geared towards self-esteem 

building for all of the students.     

 The monks from Chiang Rai have been very in-

volved with the Half Day School this semester. In addition 

 

to their weekly visits, they invited 

Grades 3 – 6 on a study tour in 

Chiang Rai, where they explored 

nine local temples and were able to 

learn more about Buddhism outside 

of the classroom. The children are greatly enjoying the 

continuation of this project and we are excited for the 

monks to return next semester! 

(“Buddhist Project Going Strong” continued from page 4) 

Written by: Sarah McCormick 

  

 There is nothing in the world like volunteering at 

DEPDC/GMS. Every morning for two years, my commute 

brought me up the hill through the Patak village, sun on my 

shoulders and wind slapping my face exposed by the open 

helmet. As I turned onto Soi 6, I nodded to greet the women 

who work in the small food stands on the corner;  I rounded 

the next corner, catching a glimpse of the mountains in the 

background; and making the final curve that brought the 

DEPDC/GMS sign and logo into view. I pulled up, saluted the 

security guard, and turned onto DEPDC/GMS’s campus. The 

Half Day School students outside on the playground, doing 

calisthenics, or working in the garden would wave and wai, 

giving me the ubiquitous greeting that welcomed me to work 

each day: “Sa-wat-dii, P’Sarah.” As I parked my motorbike, 

youth leaders scurrying about between work and training 

would pause to greet me and ask if I had eaten yet. “Gin laew 

kha,” I replied; yes, I’ve already eaten. Carrying a bag of fresh

-roasted sunflower seeds and a pomegranate, I walked past 

the directors’ offices, wishing them a good morning, on my 

way to the International Department office that became my 

home away from home. 

 It was in the workdays, after the morning commute 

was complete, that I came to learn so much from my work 

with DEPDC/GMS. Learning about the situation of human 

trafficking in northern Thailand’s border areas; the risk fac-

tors that put young girls and boys at risk, the problem of 

statelessness that restricts the dreams that these children 

can dare to have, the interconnections among the neighbor-

ing countries of the Greater Mekong Sub-region that impact 

children everywhere. Learning about strategies to protect 

children, to mobilize supporters, and to link activists working 

in disparate locations. Learning about the rich cultures, lan-

guages, history, traditions, and—let’s not forget—food 

throughout the border regions. Learning, and seeing first-

hand, that making a difference in the world is not only possi-

ble in our dreams, but in reality. 

 Beyond what I learned were the incredible people 

that I came to know: the dedicated staff and volunteers of 

DEPDC/GMS, the amazing students and youth leaders who 

dared to dream and work for a better life, and the supporters 

and partner organizations that fought with them to make it 

happen. People who pushed me to think in new ways, to try 

out new things, to gain new skills; forcing me to sprint – just 

so I could keep up with them. Every day, from hosting a radio 

show to training staff about project management, from meet-

ing with donors to star-gazing with the children, volunteer-

ing with DEPDC/GMS was an opportunity and an experience 

like no other. There really is nothing else in the world like 

volunteering at DEPDC/GMS. 

Sarah hold-

ing a kra-

thong she 

made for 

the Loy 

Krathong 

Festival! 

A Buddhist Monk lecturing 
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We would like to make a special 

mention of all of our donors!  

 

Your continued support and  

generosity helps build futures  

and realize dreams! 

 

On behalf of all of the children 

and staff of DEPDC/GMS:    

Thank you very much! 

 All of our private donors 

 CO-OPERAID 

 GlobalGiving 

 Kindernothilfe 

 Plan International 

Thailand 

 World Childhood Founda-

tion 

 The Emancipation Network/  

Made by Survivors 
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Written by: Hannah Smith 

 

 Thipkasron Thumma, nicknamed, “Keaw” is an experienced 

individual at 21. Having done many things for DEDPC/GMS, she is 

currently a trainer for the MYUTC program and an assistant at the 

Child Voice Radio.  

 Keaw is from the ethnic group Thai Leu. She was born and 

raised in Mae Sai by her fellow ethnic group members while her 

parents were living at the China-Burma border. Keaw first came to 

DEPDC/GMS at the Half Day School (HDS) in 1999 because it was 

hard for her to get in to a Thai government school as a person with-

out a formal identification card.  

 Graduating in 2004 from the HDS, Keaw went on to be part 

of the 2nd generation of the Mekong Youth Net leaders, undergoing 

a year of extensive training in issues such as media, human traffick-

ing, and child rights. Keaw then went on to an internship with the 

performing arts group 'Graphite' in Chiang Mai, then began working 

at MRICRH, HDS as a teacher, and BYLTP as part of the training 

staff. 

 Keaw explained that she has had many good and valuable 

experiences that will be useful in her future, which is not always 

easy to come by. Keaw says that although she does not currently 

have Thai nationality she has confidence and experience that will 

help her get to where she wants to be.  

 Keaw has many things that she wants to achieve. She 

wants to be a professional presenter on TV and Radio and try her 

hand as a tour guide in Thailand. She also hopes to one day own a 

house and gain Thai nationality so that she can travel and see all 

the different cultures of the world. She also wants to go as far as 

she can in her studies in the languages of Chinese and English.  

 When asked what she would like to see written in this arti-

cle, Keaw said that she wanted to point out the fact that there are 

so many people in the world who are stateless, and that it is a ma-

jor problem because it means a lack of rights, opportunities and the 

freedom of movement. She also wonders what will happen to all 

the different ethnic minorities once the  ASEAN Community is es-

tablished. Who will represent them? Who will look after their rights 

and freedoms? 

Since its inception, DEPDC/GMS has helped over 4,000 children, 96% of whom 

stay out of the sex trade. Please support DEPDC/GMS’s work by choosing to either: 

 

1. Make a tax-deductible gift in the US and UK at our Global Giving Page      

 

2. Make a secure payment through PayPal. DEPDC’s email address info@depdc.org 

 

3. Support DEPDC with a check or direct money transfer to DEPDC’s bank account: 

 

Address: DEPDC PO Box 10, Mae Sai, Chiang Rai, 57130, ThailandAddress: DEPDC PO Box 10, Mae Sai, Chiang Rai, 57130, ThailandAddress: DEPDC PO Box 10, Mae Sai, Chiang Rai, 57130, Thailand   
 

Bank: Bank of Ayudhya Public Company, Mae Sai, Thailand 

Name of Account: Development and Education Programme  

for Daughters and Communities 

Account Number:  331-1-05358-6 

SWIFT Code: AYUDTHBK 

 

The Bank of Ayudhya does not provide depositors’ contact information, but  we 

will gladly verify your donation and send an official thank-you letter if you choose 

to send us an email providing your information to info@depdc.org. 

Click here! 

 

 

Thank       You!Thank       You!Thank       You!   

http://www.globalgiving.org/dy/v2/content/search.html?q=depdc

