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MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR 

Ms. Alinda Wettasin 

Warm greetings from DEPDC!  We�ve had another busy rainy season at 
DEPDC, with many special events and activities during this first semester of 
the school year.  Last month, DEPDC children celebrated the traditional 
Akha New Year with other community members and organizations.  Al-
though the traditional Thai New Year falls in April, many ethnic minority 
groups celebrate new year according to different calendars or agricultural 
cycles.  Learning about different cultures in the region is an important part of 
the daily lives of children living in an ethnically diverse area.  The children 
also celebrated Mother�s Day on the birthday of Her Majesty Queen Sirikit, 
showing their love and appreciation for their mothers and grandmothers.  I 
am happy to share these cultural events with you in this newsletter.   

Community Learning Center  
Workshop on Human Trafficking 

 

Alinda (R) presents a certificate to a  
graduate of the CLC sewing course 

This season is also a milestone for the Community Learning Center, 
which provided vocational training in sewing for the first time this 
year.  Graduates of the program wore beautiful hand-sewn dresses 
they made themselves to the ceremony (in blue dress), and can use 
their skills to supplement the family income.   
 
DEPDC plans to open a self sufficiency store where children in the 
vocational training program can learn business practices and earn 
income from the products they make in class.  To learn more and 
help us get the store up and running, please visit GlobalGiving at: 
http://www.globalgiving.com/pr/1800/proj1724a.html 
Read on for more information about our activities this quarter! 

The Community Learning Center, supported by ANESVAD, supple-
ments its language, computer, and vocational classes with monthly 
workshops on important issues such as citizenship and migration.  
DEPDC assistant director Somporn Khempetch facilitated a workshop 
on human trafficking for 166 participants.  The workshop covered the 
current situation of human trafficking is, reasons why people are traf-
ficked, push factors that lead victims to the trafficking cycle, conse-
quences of human trafficking, how to prevent trafficking, methods of 
deception used by traffickers and agents, ways to protect oneself, and 
an introduction to legal measures that combat trafficking in Thailand 
and neighboring countries.  After the workshop, all participants re-
ported that they understood more about trafficking and 80% were able 
teach others about the issues.    Trafficking info presented to a full house 



News and Events: 
Ahka Swing Ceremony 

Mother�s Day�August 12 

On August 18th, DEPDC children joined area 
schools, universities, community groups, and chil-
dren�s programs for a celebration of the Akha  
Swing Ceremony at Child Life (an NGO located in 
Mae Sai).  This traditional ceremony is one of 
thanksgiving that marks transitions in Akha life: 
from growing time to harvest time and from adoles-
cence to adulthood.  It is held every year during the 
rainy season, about two months before the rice is 
harvested.  Festivities began in the morning, when 
leaders from Akha communities in the area con-
ducted the ceremonies.  The ceremonies opened 
with ritual offerings to honor ancestors.  

Village elders individually swung on a swing 
suspended from bamboo posts that stood 20 feet 
high, welcoming in the new year. The children 
then took turns on the swing.  The afternoon 
was filled with performances by children and 
youth attending the festivities, including tradi-
tional and modern dances, songs, and dramas.   
To learn more about Akha culture:   
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Akha. 

In the morning, mothers and grandmothers from the 
surrounding communities sat in the performance hall 
smiling and laughing as they watched the student 
performances followed by a special Mother�s Day 
song. The children then bowed and presented their 
mothers and grandmothers with white jasmine flow-
ers in a gesture of appreciation and respect for their 
elders. Those children whose mothers could not at-
tend the celebration presented the flowers to their 
teachers, who by Thai tradition are given just as 
much respect as parents. 

Half Day School celebrated Mother�s Day with a 
day of festivities, performances, and songs. In the 
days prior to the celebration, students cleaned the 
school from top to bottom and decorated it with 
love and pizzazz. �We want to make our school 
look beautiful for our mothers. We are proud of 
our school and want them to be proud too,� third-
grader May said as she swept the stage.  Students 
spent hours practicing and memorizing lines and 
dance moves.  Some students participated in the 
poetry competition and art contest where the top 
three poems and drawings were awarded prizes.  Moms enjoying the show 

Swinging in the new year 



Science Fair 

With their new found knowledge, our 
Half Day School students are ever more 
excited to learn more about the world 
and its scientific mysteries! 

On a regular Thursday morning, the Half 
Day School children came running into the 
school gates earlier than usual. When 
asked why they were at school so early, 
they replied with much excitement, �We�re 
going on a field trip! We�re going to the 
science fair in Chiang Rai!� With lunch 
boxes in hand, they lined up for the na-
tional anthem and then quickly scurried 
across the basketball court to board the 
bus. 

The level of excitement revealed that 
this was no ordinary science fair. This 
science fair, held at Mae Fa Luang Uni-
versity, is held only once a year and en-
compasses the best science projects, dis-
plays, and cultural performances from 
area high schools and universities in  
Chiang Rai province. The science fair 
lasts for four days and students from all 
over Northern Thailand participate and 
witness the innovation and ingenuity of 
Thailand�s youth. 

For our first graders, this was the first time 
at a science fair. They were amazed by all 
the technology and scientific knowledge 
that they have yet to explore. This was 
their very first encounter with microscopes 
and other magnifying technology. The first 
graders went from station to station ab-
sorbing knowledge and asking questions.  
Among many things, they learned about 
DNA, mixing chemical dyes, making or-
ganic watercolors, composting, bacteria, 
and the growth stages of butterflies. 



Thank you,  
Volunteers! 

Volunteer Profile�Jun 

Get to Know our Thai and International Volunteers 

DEPDC recently said goodbye to 
four creative and hard working 
volunteers.  They will be missed! 
 
James Wood of 
New York volun-
teered for 17 
months, teaching 
English, coordi-
nating visitors, 
h el pin g wi th 
homework, and 
waking up at 5:45am to run with 
the boys running team. 
 

Beky Dohogne of 
New York brought 
her graphic design 
and artistic skills 
to help DEPDC 
with promotional 
materials.  The 
children loved her 

classes in silk screening, crafts, and 
jewelry making. 
 
Pilar Tlachi of 
New York taught 
Half Day School 
children to have 
confidence in their 
own creative ideas 
through classes in 
b o o k m a k i n g , 
papier maché masks, cards, and 
other creative designs.    

 
Morgan Alen,  
(back row) the 
�Super Tutor� 
from Califor-
nia, helped 
students in 

many DEPDC programs improve 
their English.  She also taught art 
classes and inspired learners with 
her dedication to learning Thai lan-
guage.  
 
 

Working 
together, 
we move 
forward 

�My purpose here is to create good surroundings for children, be-
cause a person�s environment affects his or her personality and be-
havior,� says Jun.  �Many of the children at DEPDC come from 
difficult home environments and bad surroundings, so it is impor-
tant that DEPDC creates a good environment for them.�  The first 
step is cleanliness.  Jun has started a cleanliness program at 
DEPDC, teaching children to throw away garbage in waste bins and 
not on the ground.  �Sometimes it is challenging to teach everyone 
why this is important,� says Jun.  �We must teach children to take 
responsibility for themselves and their environment.  This is impor-
tant for all people in Thailand, not just at DEPDC.�  
 
Jun hopes that in the future, more people will think of others and 
society, not only of themselves.  He also adds that poverty is the 
root cause of human trafficking and is the factor that puts children 
most at risk.  He wants to see DEPDC continue to grow to offer 
more job training and development opportunities for marginalized 
people.   

Jun is a Thai volunteer who 
has been coming to DEPDC 
since 2003.  During breaks 
from studying humanities and 
Thai language in Bangkok 
with the goal of becoming a 
teacher, Jun gives of his time 
to improve the grounds of 
DEPDC.   

Volunteer with us! 
You too can be a volunteer at DEPDC. Volunteering at DEPDC is 
a great experience. You�ll have the opportunity to work with a 
bunch of wonderful children while learning about human traffick-
ing and it�s affects on the communities in Northern Thailand. If you 
would like more information on volunteering, please visit the 
�volunteer� section of our website at: 
http://www.depdc.org/eng/volunteer/volunteer.html 



Since its inception, DEPDC has helped over 3,000 children, and 98% of DEP graduates stay out of sex work!                                       
 

How can you help? 
Support DEPDC with a check or direct money transfer to DEPDC�s bank account: 

      DEPDC 
     PO Box 10 
     Mae Sai, Chiang Rai 
     57130, Thailand 
 

BANK: Bank of Ayudhya Public Company, Mae Sai, Thailand 
NAME OF ACCOUNT: Development and Education Programme for Daughters and Communities 
ACCOUNT No: 331- 1- 05358-6 
SWIFT Code: AYUDTHBK 

 
The Bank of Ayudhya does not provide depositors� contact information, but we will gladly verify your donation and 
send an official thank-you letter if you choose to e-mail us with your information.  
 
Take action! Learn about opportunities to join DEPDC as a volunteer! Share your knowl-
edge! Pass on information about the organization to your friends!  

Give to DEPDC 

World Childhood Fdn, Saengwan Somrit,  
Rameshkumar Kakkad, Global Giving, Mirror 
Fdn, Friends of Thai Daughters, Prasong 
Chumpolpaisat, Gobal PACT, Sawako Hiral,  
Co-operaid, The Emancipation Network, Open 
Society Institute, Oxfam Novib, ANESVAD, 

Donor Thank You 

Donor Spotlight:  
Zonta International 

MYN graduate leads educational activities in Laos 

DEPDC is pleased to announce a new partnership with 
Zonta International.  Zonta International is an organiza-
tion of executives in business and the professions com-
mitted to advancing the status of women worldwide. 
Through its Foundation, Zonta International funds pro-
grams addressing gender-based violence and the educa-
tional, health and/or economic barriers to women�s 
equality. 
 
Zonta will be supporting follow up activities for the Me-
kong Youth Net program.  After MYN youth complete 
their year of leadership training at DEPDC, they return 
home to use their knowledge and skills in their own 
communities.  They research issues related to human 
trafficking and develop their own anti-trafficking mini-
projects.  Zonta will support the mini-projects of the very 
first group of young women to graduate from MYN, as 
well as research initiatives from the third MYN group. 

MYN graduate leads youth formation ac-
tivities for the current MYN class 


