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During the long summer
break, many children 
passed their free time in
internet shops playing 
computer games. Many of 
these games are very 
violent. By using violent 
computer games the risk of 
sexual abuse increases, 
not only for girls, but also 
for boys. Boys join to-
gether in criminal and drug 
gangs, putting their lives at 
risk with motorbike races 
and the position of weap-
ons. The gaps in the fami-
lies widen. The 
parents who go to work all 
day don’t have time 
anymore to talk and take 
care of their children. 
The children feel misun-
derstood and don’t want to 
go home anymore. Many 
children get lost. I am very 
worried about this. We 
have to protect our 
children and youth. Please, 
take care of your family 
and neighbors. Give your 
child love and attention.

Each year, the University of
Michigan at Ann Arbor awards
the "Wallenberg Medal" to a
man or woman of extraordinary
courage, with a vision for justice
and human rights that inspires
others. On March 13, 2008, at a
ceremony on the university
campus, the Wallenberg Execu-
tive Committee (“the Commit-
tee") recognized Sompop Jan-
traka, DEPDC's founder and
first director, as the seventeenth
Wallenberg medalist. Dr. John
Godfrey, Chair of the Committee,
wrote of Sompop in the
letter of invitation, "With few resources and many enemies, (Sompop) is a
strong force in the fight against human trafficking" [11 Feb. 2008]. As
medalist, Sompop was invited to give this year's Wallenberg Lecture.
For those who could not be there, this newsletter article reflects on some of
the meaning of the Wallenberg Medal and Lecture and shares some of Som-
pop's week-long events on the University of Michigan campus.   
www.wallenberg.umich.edu/recipients.html  

Among other Wallenberg Medalists are His Holiness Tenzin Gyatso, the
Dalai Lama of Tibet, Paul Rusesabagina in Rwanda, Kailash Satyarthi in
India, Helen Suzman in South Africa, and Per Anger in Budapest. All of
the "outstanding humanitarians" were, like Sompop, selected "because their
contributions ... honor and perpetuate (Raoul) Wallenberg's own extraordinary
accomplishments and human values ... on behalf of Jews in Nazioccupied
Europe." [ Web Ibid., "Recipients of the Medal"]

The Committee's criteria for selecting medal recipients are notable here.
Those who know of the founding of DEP -- the Daughters Education Pro-
gramme -- in 1989 and the growth of DEPDC from Mae Sai into the wider
Mekong sub-region, have long seen these qualities** in Sompop:
· unmatched heroism, courage, and self-sacrifice in the protection and
rescue of the persecuted;
· the ability to reach out to the hungry, the helpless, the powerless, and the
persecuted by providing sanctuary;
· embodiments of the idea that "one person can make a difference" in the
struggle for a better world; symbols of stamina, hope and faith in the goodness
of one's fellow human beings."

Smiling daughters and sons are on 
the screen behind Sompop when he 

gives his lecture

Ms. Alinda Wettasin

DEPDC's Founder and First Director Honored
as Humanitarian in Michigan, U.S.A.



In his Lecture, Sompop defined human trafficking and its 
international reaches to an audience of university stu-
dents, faculty and staff, local representatives of the U.S. 
Peace Corps, and to community members and friends. He 
was honored by the presence of His Excellency Ambassa-
dor Krit Garnjana-Goonchorn and Mrs. Ravewan Garn-
jana-Goonchorn who traveled from the Royal Thai Em-
bassy in Washington, D.C., and of Mr. Narong Sasitorn, 
Thai Consul-General from Chicago.  
 
Sompop's Lecture on the story and vision of DEPDC also 
reflected the Committee's observation about all of the 
medal recipients: They "have in common: their ability to 
inspire all with their vision, and the reality of their 
strength to act upon that vision… Here is the power of an 

eyewitness account to convince us that, … with moral courage, individual actions effect a change in the 
world… The lectures are profiles of moral excellence in ordinary people … (who) share a vision of human 
dignity." [Web Ibid., "The Lecture"] 
 
Following are selections from Sompop's Lecture about trafficking, about DEP and "at risk" children, about 
"inside-out education," "the bloodsucker cycle," and the outreach of DEPDC. Sompop spoke from his heart 
about education as the way to a safe and productive life of choices for exploited and at-risk children: 
 
"Anyone can be trafficked, but children and women are the most vulnerable because they still have the least 
power in our society. A complex web of hidden trafficking and crime networks moves people from origin to 
destination, with several opportunities for people to make money along the way. Trafficking happens all over 
the world. Almost no community is unaffected even if its members don't know about the problem. It is a social 
problem, not an individual problem, and it must be solved by society by upholding universal human rights and 
the value and dignity of each person." 
 
Sompop spoke about the origins of DEP. A parent told him, "She has been booked already. She is still in fifth 
grade. But when she is in sixth grade, she can go." "That girl was only thirteen years old, and she was at risk. 
This was the first time I realized that there was a specific, targeted group that was at risk. More and more, 
these girls became recognized as the priority for my work of prevention. That's when my work really began, in 
1989. In my first document for DEP, I wrote a definition of children at risk…." 
 
At that time, I had no plans to start an NGO --- I just wanted to stop something that was wrong and that was 
happening right in front of me." 
 
"Many times, education is approached by bringing new knowledge in from the 'outside in.' But I have found 
that the most effective form of education is to learn 'inside out,' learning from what we already know. I asked 
the girls, "What makes you 
happy in your life?" And they started to talk about what makes them happy." And what 
brings you unhappiness in your life? How is it different?" 

 
… These are very simple things to ask, but it allowed 
them to recognize things close to them… they started to 
think for themselves about their lives and their world…." 
 
"… life skills training … became my first subject in train-
ing the daughters at DEPDC. After that, I saw that I could 
reach them better… The second step was direct -
education … (which) helps them develop their life skills 
and social skills. They become like young social workers 
after having been with DEPDC for five or six years." 
 
 
 
 
  

Teresa Sullivan, Provost of the university, presents 
Sompop with the Wallenberg Medal  

Sompop presents Ambassador and Mrs. Garnjana-
Goonchorn with bundled weavings made by 

Daughters at DEPDC  



 
"My assistants, Somporn and Puongtong, are from one of my classes in 1990. Ten of my former students were 
working here, but they have now moved…. And from the first group of Daughters, two… still work at the cen-
tre. Phensri … is the coordinator of Mekong Youth Net, a training project for youth leaders from six countries 
who start up provincial projects in their own countries. Ramjai … is the coordinator of the administration de-
partment. Today, there are five young women in the directing team to assist Alinda, the new director of 
DEPDC, who had helped with my earliest work." 
 
"One of the things I did recently was to make a list of key 
issues for prevention, protection and rehabilitation. Prevention 
cannot be focused just on the children. It is the whole environ-
ment that surrounds them that makes them at risk. Next to the 
brothel owners and middlemen, there is a whole "bloodsucker 
cycle" of people who have vested interests in sexual slav-
ery…. " 

 
"Our work focuses on prevention, protection, return and repa-
triation, not on victims. DEPDC is a place of happy children 
because the Daughters and Sons who live and study there 
know they are safe and that they are learning that they have 
choices for their lives. They are becoming empowered to 
change their circumstances…." 
 
 
"… If you can protect one child, you protect future generations." 
 
 The Committee scheduled opportunities during the week for Sompop to speak with university and high school 
students. The Q&A topics were relevant and timely: - growth of the Thai economy, citizenship issues for non-
ethnic Thais, changes in rural family structures…; - human trafficking and discussion on how social workers 
can address the issue; - leadership skills and how they are used in Sompop's profession; and, - how Sompop 
got started in his line of work… and how successful he feels his efforts have been. Both students and Sompop 
were mutually engaged in discussion. 
 
Sompop's family accompanied him to Michigan thanks to the gracious invitation of the Committee. Knowing 
the family's coaching and competitive swimming background, the Committee arranged for Sompop's family to 
gather at the university pool. There they met Olympic champion, Michael Phelps, and other swimmers in train-
ing for the Olympics. Sompop's son had an individual instruction with the swim coach, and his daughter sat in 
on a law class. All the family were thrilled with such opportunities. 
 
The university's hospitality was exceptional, and the family's time in Ann Arbor was truly memorable. Sompop 
sincerely thanks the Committee and Wendy Ascione for 
all the detailed preparation that preceded his arrival. There are a lot of Thai students in 
 
Ann Arbor, and the family was treated to superb Thai and other-Asian food. Only a white-out blizzard could 

have improved anything for those family members who had not 
yet ever seen a good snowstorm.     

 
The week's events drew to a close with a special dinner before 
the Lecture, which was then followed by a reception for the 
public.  
 
Here, Sompop had the happy surprise of seeing former DEPDC 
volunteer Jessica McKillen again. She drove with her grand-
mother to Michigan from Ontario, Canada, to be present for 
Sompop's honors. It was truly fun to be there for the director 
and volunteer's mini-reunion on this side of the planet.    

Sompop and his family meet at the University 
of Michigan's Olympic-size pool with mem-

bers of the university's Olympic training team  

Sompop's daughter presents Irene Butler, a 
Wallenberg Committee member, with a bun-
dled weaving made by a Daughter at DEPDC  



Many former DEPDC volunteers - "alums" - wrote e-
messages of congratulations to Sompop. These were col-
lected and presented to him after the public events. Excerpts 
from some volunteers' comments are well-shared here, be-
cause they show the volunteers' high esteem, love for and 
devotion to DEPDC's staff, children and vision. These Inter-
national Volunteers find their way to Mae Sai for a few 
months or a few years.  
 
All want to learn first-hand about the prevention of child traf-
ficking. The occasion of Sompop's Wallenberg Medal pro-
vided a context for their thoughts. Clearly, the impact of 
working with DEPDC's staff and children is carried around 
the world. 
 
Quoted with permission:  To Sompop: 

"Your work to protect children from trafficking, slavery, and exploitation is truly revolutionary and has 
changed so many lives. You have inspired me and taught me how to be a better person and work for the better-
ment of society. It has been an honor to work with someone who sets an example for what can be achieved for 
others by opening the heart and mind. … Thank you for all that you have done, the sacrifices you have made, 
and the ways you have touched people's lives, including mine. Congratulations!" 
 
"I feel so privileged to have come across your work and to have had the opportunity to volunteer with 
DEPDC…. The wonderful experiences at MRICRH helped prepare me to serve trafficking survivors here …. 
Your work has helped so many and inspired many volunteers to take action!" 
 
"I am glad you are being recognized for the hard work you do 
to change lives in Mae Sai and the greater Mekong sub-region. 
… I am honored to have been a DEPDC volunteer… Thank 
you for all you taught me and for all the lives and hearts you 
touch." 
 
"The time I spent at DEPDC was life-changing…We know that 
you have made an immeasurable difference to the lives of 
many hundreds of individuals and families in Mae Sai … You 
have also touched the hearts and lives of many, many foreign 
volunteers… I am forever thankful for your generosity in al-
lowing volunteers to spend time at DEPDC. It is a gift beyond 
measure." 
 
Volunteers say of their work at DEPDC, we do "anything that's 
needed." That includes working on English correspondence -- and the newsletter, teaching English, writing 
proposals and reports for funding organizations, meeting, greeting and planning for visitors. 
   
They especially see their time at DEPDC as having a broader impact: "to blur the boundaries between people 
of different cultures, and to make a difference in someone's life;" And most invaluably: "to spend as much time 
as possible interacting and playing with (the) children." Volunteers "hope they show that there is a bigger 
world out there, … and that knowing different people and cultures might spark the children's interest in want-
ing to study, learn more and travel." (Thanks, alums!) As their congratulatory gift to Sompop, former volun-
teers have been sending donations to buy two sets of books that Sompop chose for DEPDC's new library  
 
Sompop's Peace Corps Volunteer English teacher from his youth and her son were also able to be in Michigan 
for the honoring events. They have kept in contact since their reunion in Washington, D.C. ten years ago. Her 
son and Sompop's son were DEPDC's photographers-of-the-day. Thanks, guys, for great photos! 
  
Please go to www.wallenberg@umich.edu/  to read Sompop's biography and to find out more about the 
Wallenberg Medal and Lecture. 

 
** Note: Please refer to the complete list at Web Ibid.," The Wallenberg Medal and Lecture." 
 

Former DEPDC international volunteer, 
Jessica McKillen, meets Sompop and his wife 

Sompop and his family at the reception  
open to the public  

http://www.wallenberg@umich.edu/


News and Events: 

After the summer break, over 130 children who would 
have nowhere to go when their parents are working, 
join again the Half Day School at DEPDC.  
Founded in 1996 the Half Day School provides free 
education for the children of the villages surrounding 
the DEPDC site in Mae Sai. These children generally 
have no nationality (citizenship) or identity papers and 
are too poor to enroll in the formal education system 
provided by the Thai government. Without education, 
children are vulnerable to agents recruiting  

for sex workers or child laborers. 
The Half Day School provides a valuable educa-
tion from kindergarten to grade 6. The children are 
taught mathematics, art, science, Thai and English 
language, computer as well as sports and important 
life skills. In addition, the children participate in 
camps and other activities run by DEP. Also, the 
children are provided with school equipment, 
clothing and lunch.  
We would like to thank Co-operaid Switzerland 
for their generous support of the Half Day School. 
For more information, visit: www.cooperaid.ch 

The number of violence that women experience in Thailand is very 
high. According to the WHO study, 41 percent of women in Bangkok 
and 47 percent in its rural areas have experienced either physical or 
sexual abuse by an intimate partner.   
 
To solve and prevent domestic violence action is needed, not only 
from policy makers and the public health sector, but also at the com-
munity level. 
 
DEPDC has reacted and could implement a training organized by the 
Community Learning Centre (CLC), supported by ANESVAD, Spain.  

 
Director Alinda Suya and assistant Director Somporn Khemphetch outlined the problematic, and taught the 
local community how to protect themselves from domestic violence, and where to go if help is needed. A first 
step in the prevention of domestic violence.   
 
 
**WHO: Landmark study on domestic violence, 2005, http://www.who.int/mediacentre/news/releases/2005/pr62/en/index.html (May 2008). 

Education for 130 children who would otherwise have no place to go 

DEPDC takes action against domestic violence  

A study by the World Health Organization** (WHO) on domestic 
violence reveals that intimate partner violence is the most common 
form of violence in women’s lives - much more so than assault or 
rape by strangers or acquaintances. The study reports on the enor-
mous toll physical and sexual violence by husbands and partners has 
on the health and well-being of women around the world and the 
extent to which partner violence is still largely hidden.  Director Alinda Suya as speaker 

http://www.cooperaid.ch
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/news/releases/2005/pr62/en/index.html


From MYN to MYU 

DEP activities 

From April 26-29, 2 MRI students and 3 DEP 
students had the once-in-a-lifetime opportunity 
to train with 6 time Iron man Champion, Mark 
Allen. 

The Olympic Solidarity training program for 
Coaches and Athletes was held at the Rajaman-
gala National Stadium in Bangkok. The event 
was attended by student athletes and coaches 
from all over Southeast Asia. Mark Allen pro-
vided training in swimming, biking and running 
over the course of this three day workshop. 

The DEP and MRI students that attended have 
already demonstrated that they are great ath-
letes but the training that they received during this workshop could take them to the next level of their sport. 
One of the MRI students even won the grand prize drawing during the closing ceremony and will now receive 
personal on-line training from Mark Allen. 

We are very proud of all the students that attended and hope that they can use what they have learned from this 
experience. 

Sports Training with Mark Allen 

By the completion of the MYN’s fifth program year, DEPDC will have trained approximately 100 young 
women to research, develop and implement anti-trafficking in persons (TIP) programs in their local communi-
ties.  The Mekong Youth Union (MYU) is a means to sustain the effective and innovative activities of MYN in 
the long term by establishing one centralized MYU coordination office to employ and oversee MYN youth 
leaders throughout the Mekong Region.   

The Mekong Youth Union has six main goals for its first two year period.   

1. link local MYN initiatives into a cohesive, functional anti-TIP youth network.   

2. prevent trafficking in identified high risk border areas through coordinated TIP awareness campaigns and 
prevention activities at the community level. 

3. protect TIP victims by implementing rehabilitation and social reintegration programs and applying relevant 
MOUs, laws, and international instruments to protect the rights of marginalized groups.  

4. facilitate successful and holistic victim repatriation and reintegration through interagency coordination and 
follow up . 

5. to create a proactive youth network connected with NGOs, CSOs, and GOs in all six Mekong countries 
working to combat TIP.  

6. to create sustainable local MYN groups who are able to recruit and train other youth leaders.  

All of these aspects of prevention and protection will be addressed, through the combined efforts of all MYN 
youth leaders working throughout the Mekong Region under the umbrella of central MYU coordination.   



Princess Madeleine of Sweden Visits DEPDC 
 
World Childhood Foundation has been a major funder of DEPDC since 2006. Founded in 1999 by Her Royal 
Highness, Queen Sylvia of Sweden, World Childhood Foundation (often referred to simply as Childhood) has 
been tirelessly working towards their mission of protecting vulnerable children. 

World Childhood Foundation believes that every child has the right to a childhood. They recognize that chil-
dren around the world are suffering from threats to a healthy childhood. DEPDC is funded by World Child-
hood Foundation due to its fight against sex trafficking. World Childhood Foundation appreciates that DEPDC 
is working on the prevention side of sex traffick-
ing and protects the childhoods of many girls and 
boys in Thailand. 

Princess Madeleine of  Sweden, Queen Sylvia's 
daughter, is a sitting board member of World 
Childhood Foundation. On April 11th, 2008 
DEPDC had the honor of hosting Princess Made-
leine of  Sweden. The Princess was interested in 
seeing the projects that World Childhood Founda-
tion has funded. She was also interested in inter-
acting with the children and seeing the daily ac-
tivities of DEPDC. Her Royal Highness, Queen 
Silvia of Sweden has been a long time supporter 
of World Childhood Foundation, who are gener-
ous donors to DEPDC. 

The Princess came to visit the DEPDC center in Mae Sai, Thailand where the MYN students preformed local, 
traditional dances. The students also were able to show The Princess the weaving, art and activities that they 
had been a part of. 

After visiting Mae Sai, the Princess was escorted to the MRICRH center near Chiang Sean where she was able 
to interact with the children there and share a meal with the director Alinda Suya and Sompop Jantraka, the 
founder of DEPDC. 

We were honored to have Princess Madeline come to visit both the Mae Sai center and MRICRH. It was a 
special day for both the children and the staff. 

DEPDC wants to thank World Childhood Foundation 
and Princess Madeleine for their continual efforts in 
the fight to save children. DEPDC is honored to part-
ner with such a passionate organization that has such a 
strong vision. DEPDC would not be possible if it were 
not for the help of organizations such as World Child-
hood Foundation who generously share their resources 
with us.  



Volunteer Profile:  
Lucy and Chelsea 

Thank you to Past Volunteers 

Get to Know our Staff and Students 

We have been at DEPDC for three 
weeks now; We have really enjoyed 
the experience so far. A typical day for 
us would be eight until nine o’clock, 
We host the child voice radio with one 
other volunteer named Helen. 
 Our English class (MYNs) 
are brilliant. We select a topic daily 
and include fun games which gets all 
of their competitive sides out. They all 
have great personalities, but there are a 
few that stand out – Nuan, Si, Sanh 
and Alee help keep everyone enter-
tained. Joli is a massive help as she 
corrects any misunderstandings. Just 
over the short period We have been 
here, you can definitely see an im-
provement with their English and espe-
cially with their confidence. 
 Around eleven o’clock we 
teach the DEPDC staff, we have regu-
lar students named Koy and Mink. We 
practice conversational skills whilst 
laughing lots at the same time! 
 In the afternoons Lucy helps 
with the swimming classes but is hav-
ing trouble keeping up with the stu-
dents as they are all such fast swim-
mers! Also, we have been carrying out 
art and craft lessons in the evenings 
with some of the younger children. So 
far we have created models, door signs 
and portrait drawings. 
 Chelsea and Helen have re-
turned home but Lucy will stay on as a 
volunteer as until October and is hop-
ing to improve her Thai language 
skills. 
 

Amy Braun from Indiana volunteered at 
DEPDC for over one year. She worked 
closely with the directing team, and was 
always ready to step in as an English-Thai 
translator.  

DEPDC says goodbye to three warm-hearted and hard working 
volunteers. 

Volunteer with us! 
You too can be a volunteer at DEPDC. Volunteering at 
DEPDC is a great experience. You’ll have the opportunity to 
work with a bunch of wonderful children while learning about 
human trafficking and it’s affects on the communities in 
Northern Thailand. If you would like more information on 
volunteering, please visit the “volunteer” section of our web-
site at: 

Carole J. Ketnourath, Lao-American 
from New York. The big sister for all the 
children, listening to them, and hugging 
them whenever needed. She put her never 
ending energy in everything she could. 

Julie Royall from New York taught the 
kids everything from English, environ-
mental education until yoga. Also, she 
showed us her great speaker talent. 

Thank you volunteers for your great work. We miss you all! 



Memories of a past volunteer 

There are potentially a few thousand to 200,000 children trafficked a year in the Greater Mekong Sub-Region 
alone.** Girls whose own uncles sell them into the dirty sex trade, families who think their daughter is going 
to work in a restaurant, and she ends up in indentured servitude, servicing 10 men a day and acquiring disease 
on top of disease.   From the glorified to the simple- horror stories that are all too often disgustingly true   
These figures and stories, along with some crazy notion that I could actually help make change in some far off 

place in the world, actually be 
a friend and role model to 
some young girls and boys led 
me to Thailand- to DEPDC. 
 
When you walk into DEPDC 
it’s bewildering, and by that I 
mean how friendly people are.  
I’d been at the center for a total 
of 5 minutes and girls were 
playing with my hair, asking 
where I was from and what its 
like.  Coming from New York 
City, people don’t often speak 
to each other on the street or 
the subway, and if you ask 
someone you’ve never met 
where they are going, you risk 
getting punched in the face.   
 
Thailand is a bit different that 
way, people are friendlier in 
general.  But, its different 
when children - away from 

their homes and families - let you into their life and treat you with kindness, and no its not one, two, three 
you’re my best friend forever, it comes with time. But by the time I left, I’m still not sure if it was really me 
helping the kids or them helping me.  Perhaps its both, but I have a distinct sensation that somewhere along the 
line, the roles got reversed. 
 
I guess you could say a lot of things are turned upside down in Thailand and at DEPDC in particular.  Some 
days it seems like nothing is happening, just the casual pace of life flowing along “Have you eaten yet?”… 
“Yes, “Where are you going?”… “Not going.”  
Then all of a sudden there is a bluster of work to be done. 
 
I’d say one of my favorite instances of this occurred just after Graziella and I, the two newest volunteers, ar-
rived.  We were asked to be a part of the upcoming “English Camp” for MYN.  This basically required im-
promptu English lessons for all involved in preparation for the camp, no small task.  Then, a 17 hour ride to 
Udon Thai to be a part of the conference itself.  When we arrived at the English Camp there were more sur-
prises to come, including being MC’s for the event and leading 5:00 a.m. exercise routines.  But I have to say, 
I wouldn’t have traded the experience for the world.   
 
Every day I learned a thousand new things and faced rewarding challenges, laughing all along the way.  Be-
cause of the camp, I got to know all the MYN’s much better and getting to be part of the MYN crew is pretty 
lucky. These are all amazing young women and leaders hand picked from the entire Mekong region, being 
friends with these ladies is nothing short of inspiring.  They are strong, beautiful and they are putting good 
back into a world ripe with evils. 
 
 
 
 

Sharing cultures—Santa Claus visits DEPDC 



Since its inception, DEPDC has helped over 3,000 children, and 98% of DEP graduates stay out of sex work!                                                 
 

How can you help? 
 

Support DEPDC with a check or direct money transfer to DEPDC’s bank account: 
      DEPDC 
     PO Box 10 
     Mae Sai, Chiang Rai 
     57130, Thailand 
 

BANK: Bank of Ayudhya Public Company, Mae Sai, Thailand 
NAME OF ACCOUNT: Development and Education Programme for Daughters and Communities 
ACCOUNT No: 331- 1- 05358-6 
SWIFT Code: AYUDTHBK 

 
The Bank of Ayudhya does not provide depositors’ contact information, but we will gladly verify your donation and 
send an official thank-you letter if you choose to e-mail us with your information.  
 
Visit our website: www.depdc.org 

Give to DEPDC 

While I was at DEPDC, I taught English to the Half-Day school, to children in the CLC and even to local im-
migration officials. The other international volunteer and I also ran evening activities twice a week with the 
DEP kids.  Each of these offered its own unique experience and challenge.   Communicating well through Thai 
being only one of the many.  I would have to say, one of my favorite experiences was eating with the kids, 
aside from the delicious lunchtime fare, you could become part of lunchtime play and gossip.   What better 
reason not to be able to finish your noodles than because happy children are playing peek-a-boo around you?  
 

 
  Perhaps the best though was sharing 
“snake-bread” with the DEP kids around 
the campfire.  A childhood Swiss specialty 
of my fellow volunteer, you knead just the 
right consistency of dough, then find a 
number of long sturdy sticks and wrap the 
dough around it like a snake, then pop it in 
the fire till its done.  Now, the DEP kids 
had varying success, some tentatively hold-
ing their bread 10 feet from the hot fire so 
it never really cooked, some getting other 
experts to do it for them, some toasting to 
perfection, thin snakes, thick snakes, some 
just took their dough and went up to the 
kitchen to prepare their snack in the proper 
Thai style.  But the crown jewel was when 
two of the boys came up at the end of the 
campfire and proceeded to show of their 
two perfect snakes on their sticks, one with 
dough and one with a real snake! 

 
Whatever preconceptions you may have when you show up at DEPDC, the children they are just your average 
bunch of Thai children, some more happy some more sad, some silly, some serious- each with their own chal-
lenges and gifts.  For those that live at the center, it may sometimes be a bit harder away from their families, 
but they also become a family for each other. It is just that every so often, when you look over a smiling child- 
playing basketball or struggling with homework, you remember what a different life they could have had if 
they weren’t at DEPDC. You breathe a sigh of relief and let the smile warm you on the inside, and thank 
DEPDC for existing. 
 
** UNIAP Reports on Human Trafficking 

Four DEP daughters before their big performance -  
CINDERELLA 

http://www.depdc.org

