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Ms. Alinda Wettasin 

MESSAGE FROM THE NEW DIRECTOR OF DEPDC:  MS. ALINDA WETTASIN! 

 

Greetings from DEPDC!  I would like to thank all of DEPDC�s friends and 
supporters for the warm welcome I have received as the new executive 
director.  I am very excited to lead DEPDC into its next phase of growth 
and development and continue the fight against human trafficking that 
Sompop Jantraka began 18 years ago. 
 
I have been with DEPDC since its inception in 1989 when it began as a 
small project for 19 at-risk girls.  Around the time I was finishing 11th 
grade in 1989, I began volunteering with Sompop and 19 daughters at risk 
of entering commercial sex work in the Daughters Education Program 
(DEP).  I was like an elder sister to the girls of the program and I helped to 
support and supervise them.   

I have been with DEPDC ever since, finishing high school and a 
bachelor�s degree while remaining involved with anti-trafficking 
work here.   
 
This is an exciting time for DEPDC as it continues to grow and 
adapt to reach more children in need.  Together and with your sup-
port, DEPDC will expand its educational programs to ensure that 
children studying with us have enough education to protect them-
selves and earn a living wage as adults.  We will also expand our 
center to the surrounding migrant community, providing previously 
unavailable opportunities for literacy, vocational training, and life 
skills development to the parents and relatives of at-risk children.  
Education is the key to preventing human trafficking, but DEPDC 
hopes to do even more by teaching students to take responsibility 
for the health of their families and communities.   
 
The new school term just opened for nearly 400 children currently in DEPDC�s care.  This is a time of new 
beginnings where we take our past lessons with us.  I hope you will join us as we continue to combat one of 
the last remaining forms of slavery.  Thank you for your friendship, care, and support; DEPDC could not 
succeed without your help.  Please read on for more news about the recent activities at DEPDC. 

DEPDC influences new anti-trafficking agreement in northern Thailand 

In March, 17 provinces in northern Thailand signed a comprehensive 
Memorandum of Understanding to combat human trafficking.  Due to its 
many years of experience, DEPDC was the only non-governmental or-
ganization invited by the government to provide thoughts and input from 
a grassroots perspective.  DEPDC Director Alinda Wettasin, Founder 
Sompop Jantraka, and Assistant Director Somporn Khempetch voiced 
their opinions on a range of issues.  Their involvement shows that suc-
cessful collaboration between the government and private sectors is the 
most effective response to human trafficking. 



Events and Activities 

On May 1st, DEPDC officially welcomed the fourth class of our Mekong Youth Net (MYN) program. Twenty-
four young women from Cambodia, southern China, Laos, Myanmar (Burma), Thailand, and Vietnam began 
their rigorous one-year leadership training program that will prepare them to be grassroots youth advocates for 
human rights, education, community development, safe migration, and trafficking prevention.  After the train-
ing, MYN-4 will join their sisters from the previous three MYN groups to add to the anti-trafficking youth net-
work that is spreading across the region.   
 
MYN-4 kicked off their training by participating in Global 
Partnerships for Activism & Cross-cultural Training (Global 
PACT), a US-based program that trains youth to become 
leaders in actively solving problems in their local communi-
ties.  Twenty four American students from Rutgers University 
and Northeastern University joined MYN participants in 
classes that culminated in the launch of students� own com-
munity development projects during a press conference cov-
ered by national and local media. 
We would like to congratulate all of the Global PACT train-
ing participants on completing such a challenging yet innova-
tive program.  We wish the best of luck to all of MYN-4 and 
the U.S. students in their future endeavors. 

Mekong Youth Net-4 Kicks off Year with Global PACT 

DEPDC welcomes International Student Volunteers 
DEPDC was fortunate to host two groups from International Student Vol-
unteers (ISV).  Each group of 15 students made valuable contributions to 
DEPDC, such as an improved playground for the Half Day School, includ-
ing a big sandbox and playground equipment made from natural materials 
such as wood, rubber, and ropes.  ISV participants also developed the 
DEPDC fitness corner used for physical education classes, helped con-
struct a new roof on the kitchen, made posters and teaching resources for 
the Half Day School, taught English classes, played games, and helped DJ 
community radio programs.  Thank you, ISV!   

Staff Appreciation 

 

Preparing meals for our staff and children at the DEPDC centre in Mae Sai is 
heavy work.  Normally, the kitchen staff prepares lunch for about 240 people 
each day; for the months of May and June, Nam, Orawan and Yang prepared 
70 extra meals every day to accommodate the DEPDC�s many visitors.  After 
preparing lunch and cleaning up, they collect ingredients and provide detailed 
instructions for the DEP children to prepare their own dinner in the evening. 
 

Nam and Orawan have said that while their passion is food, they 
are happy to be part of a community with many children and smil-
ing faces.  The children are the first reason they are part of this or-
ganization; then the food.  They bring an important quality into the 
workplace - motherly love.  Orawan has a two year old child, while 
Nam has a 17 month old with another baby on the way!   
 
Nam says that while the work is not difficult, it can be very tiring, 
especially as she watches over her son.  DEPDC would like to take 
this opportunity to thank our catering services department for all of 
their hard work, patience and especially all of the healthy and deli-
cious food! 



 

 

 For the past two months eleven children from 
the Half Day School have been learning a new voca-
tional skill: silk screening. Hopefully by the end of the 
course the boys will have the knowledge to be able to 
start up their own silk screening production studio, and 
be able to sell the merchandise that they create. 

The students visited community member, Tun Lark-
ham, a silk screen printer and artist. Tun generously 
gave his time to do a three day demonstration to the 
students about the silk screening process. Tun also 
helped in the designing of a new DEPDC t-shirt: 
"Where is home?" helping to promote awareness about 
children without citizenship. Visiting and learning from 
Tun gave the students the opportunity to see how a lo-
cal artist works, and ideas about how they might one 
day be able to earn money in the same field. 

Back at the Half Day School the boys have been busy at 
work learning from Beky Dohogne, an international 
volunteer, how to make the screen frames from scratch, 
using recycled or new wood.  

Beky has helped each student display their ar-
tistic expression by enabling them to choose 
and create their own designs. For the first set of 
screens, the students were guided on how to 
research inspiration on the internet for their 
designs. For the next set of screens the students 
will be encouraged to draw, either by hand or 
with the help of a computer a new and unique 
design. A handful of patient and willing stu-
dents are learning Adobe Photoshop and Illus-
trator programs. These students will then teach 
the programs to the other students.  

In addition to learning the actual skills of silk 
screening, the students have shown patience 
and attention to detail while making the screens 
and creating their designs. They've also learned 
problem solving - when the project wasn't quite 
working out as expected, they made the neces-
sary changes and adjusted their overall plan 
accordingly.  We are all anxious to see the de-
velopment of this new vocational training and 
hope to see other innovative projects from our 
Half Day School students in the future.   

Developments in Vocational Trainings: 
Silk Screening 



End of the Year Camping Trip 
For three days and two nights, grades three thru six Half Day School students celebrated the end of the term 
with a camping trip to Huai Mae Sak Waterfall Forest Park, near Chiang Rai City. Just after we arrived the 40 
students were split up into four teams for a series of confidence and trust building activities. 
 
The camp challenges included crawling through a 20-foot long tunnel cov-
ered with palm leaves while being doused with water and powder, crossing 
a creek using ropes and a bamboo pole, and an arm crawl in the creek. The 
last challenge was to try and fill a plastic pipe with buckets of water, but 
the pipe was riddled with holes that the students had to work together to 
cover them with their fingers and even toes.  In the evening the students 
learned about the trees and botany in the area from the park ranger.  
 
The next day the children hiked through the forest, answering math and 
English puzzles along the way.  At the end some of the students celebrated 
with a little vine swinging, Tarzan style. 
 
That evening a different kind of hike ensued. The students tied each of their hands to another student in their 

color groups, so eventually every group's hands were 
tied together in a line. Only the two students on the ends 
were allowed to have a flashlight to brighten their way to 
the top of the waterfall. Once they reached the top they 
were divided into smaller groups of two or three to hike 
back down with only one candle. But along the way the 
teachers and international volunteers were instructed to 
hide behind trees and rocks to give the kids a friendly 
fright. 
 
On the last day the international volunteers played tag 
and sang songs with the students until it was time to load 
the bus back to school. Almost everyone fell asleep dur-
ing the ride home worn out from such a great trip of 
playing and working together. 

On April 25�27, DEPDC hosted an annual workshop for organizations working to combat human trafficking 
throughout the Greater Mekong Sub-region.  The workshop focused on cross-border collaboration and was a 
successful effort to strengthen relationships between governments, NGOs, civil society, law enforcement, and 
youth activists from all six countries in the region.  Through networking, sharing best practices, and discussion 
forums, participants of the workshop created new and effective approaches in fighting trafficking on a regional 
level by exploring the problem from the perspective of origin, transit, and destination countries. Representa-
tives from China, Myanmar (Burma), Laos, Cambodia, Vietnam, and Thailand attended, including government 
officials from law enforcement, education, and the Ministry of Social Development and Human Security. 
 
 

DEPDC Hosts Regional Anti-Trafficking Workshop 

Snack time! Hanging out after class 



Donor Thank You 
World Childhood Fdn, Nongnuch Nunun,  
Rameshkumar Kakkad, Global Giving, M. 
Weedage & K. Cogtenberg, Kitisak Charoen-
suk, FERC, Mirror Fdn, Friends of Thai 
Daughters, Ratanaporn Kaewngoen, Old Bang-
kok Inn, Becky Perham, K. Tim, Thai Life, 
ISV, Gobal PACT, Scott Selke, Asatavut Jai-
mano, Zonta Club Kuopio I, Faolan Jones, Na-
than Till, Mark Marron & Linda Nguyen, 
Thongchai Furniture, Co-operaid, The Emanci-
pation Network, Joseph Quinnell, Open Soci-
ety Institute, Oxfam Novib, MCC, ANESVAD, 
Bunlert Nobang, Somrit Yajai 

 This year, DEPDC received a special grant from the Founda-
tion for the Education of Rural Children (FERC) to purchase text-
books and other important teaching materials for over 200 students of 
the Half Day School.  DEPDC purchased textbook sets for Thai lan-
guage, social studies, science, and mathematics for each of the six 
primary school grades.  This is a tremendous addition to the Half Day 
School and gives teachers more resources and ideas in the classroom, 
making learning at HDS even more interactive. 
 
FERC began in 1998 as an amalgam community of Thais and ex-pats 
from various countries in Chiang Mai raising funds to support a local 
orphanage.  The group held a fundraising dinner and garden party 

with overwhelming results.  The annual fundraising gala has continued ever since and raises hundreds of 
thousands of baht each year for educational programs for children in northern Thailand.  FERC became a 
registered Thai charitable foundation in 2002 and its international board of directors works very hard to raise 
funds from the Chiang Mai community, both Thai and expatriate, for worthy local causes. 
 
DEPDC is grateful to FERC for its generous contribution to educational materials for at-risk children attend-
ing the Half Day School.  To learn more about the activities of FERC, please see the foundation�s website at 
www.thai-rural-education.org.  Check periodically for updates on the Annual Benefit Gala to be held in early 
2008! 

Donor Spotlight:  
Foundation for the Education of Rural Children (FERC) 

Since its inception, DEPDC has helped over 3,000 children, and 98% of DEP graduates stay out of sex work!                                       
 

How can you help? 
Support DEPDC with a check or direct money transfer to DEPDC�s bank account: 

        DEPDC 
 PO Box 10 
 Mae Sai, Chiang Rai 
 57130, Thailand 

 
BANK: Bank of Ayudhya Public Company, Mae Sai, Thailand 
NAME OF ACCOUNT: Development and Education Programme for Daughters and Communities 
ACCOUNT No: 331- 1- 05358-6 
SWIFT Code: AYUDTHBK 

 
The Bank of Ayudhya does not provide depositors� contact information, but we will gladly verify your donation and 
send an official thank-you letter if you choose to e-mail us with your information.  
 
Take action! Learn about opportunities to join DEPDC as a volunteer! Share your knowl-
edge! Pass on information about the organization to your friends!  

Give to DEPDC 


