
 

 

 

 

Partnering to Promote  

Alternative Education    
Written By: Noël Lindquist 
 

    In a campaign to promote and provide advocacy 

for alternative education, DEPDC/GMS has teamed 

up with numerous NGOs and alternative schools 

through efforts of the national Alternative Educa-

tion Committee. DEPDC/GMS, along with the Lanna 

Wisdom School in Chiang Mai, were two programs 

chosen by the Alternative Education Committee as 

case studies in Northern Thailand.  

    Alternative education includes a number of ap-

proaches to teaching and learning other than main-

stream or formal education. Alternative education 

programs are often rooted in various philosophies 

that fundamentally differ from those of traditional 

education programs. While some have strong politi-

cal, cultural or philosophical orientations, others 

are informal associations of teachers and students 

dissatisfied with aspects of mainstream education. 

    In order to provide networking opportunities, the 

Alternative Education Committee’s work culminat-

ed in a large exhibition event, hosted by the Lanna 

Wisdom School, on February 4-6, 2011 in Chiang 

Mai. The Lanna Wisdom School, a peer of DEPDC/

GMS in promoting alternative methods of educa-

tion, was co-founded by Khun Chatchawal Thong-

deelert. Khun Chatchawal feels modernization in 

Northern Thailand is threatening a once culturally 

rich and diverse region.  He co-founded the Lanna 

School of Wisdom as a means to preserve and 

promote the indigenous traditions of the area.  The 

school offers alternative education programs that 

focus on weaving, natural food, herbal medicine, 

massage and organic farming.  

    The February exhibition provided a forum for 

schools and organizations like the Lanna Wisdom 

School and DEPDC/GMS to share ideas, traditions 

and skills. The exhibition hosted a total of fifteen 

alternative education programs. 

    DEPDC/GMS set up three separate displays to 

showcase various aspects of alternative education. 

Each one of DEPDC/GMS’ displays presented photo-

graphs and summaries of all projects. 

    DEPDC/GMS was involved in many aspects of the 

two-day exhibition. The Half Day School made and 

sold treats and, along with the Education Depart-

ment, facilitated a craft corner where other at-

tendees were welcomed to make bracelets and 
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A Sompop Greeting  

Welcome to the April edition of the DEPDC/

GMS Newsletter! From the latest update on 

alternative education and children’s hygiene 

workshops, as well as staff development, we 

bring your attention to the variety of activities 

that our staff, youth leaders and volunteers have creatively 

organized for promotion of the rights of vulnerable children in 

the Greater Mekong Sub-region (GMS). As we review with 

pride the hard work of so many dedicated individuals, DEPDC/

GMS is also actively seeking needed funding and support to 

help us sustain our diverse programming. We look forward to 

hearing your suggestions, and we thank you for helping to 

spread awareness of the 

trafficking issues in the 

GMS. 

Development and Education Programme for Daughters and 

Communities Centre in the Greater Mekong Sub-region 

Partnering To  

Promote Alternative 

Education 

Just Across the Border 

DEPDC/GMS 
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dolls. The Mekong Youth Union Training Centre set up an interac-

tive media station where attendees from the exhibition were 

interviewed about their programs and what alternative education 

meant to them. The Border Youth Leadership Training Programme 

(BYLTP) students performed several traditional dances for the 

exhibition attendees in many styles, including Akha, Burmese 

(Myanmar), Lao, and Thai. 

    DEPDC/GMS was kept busy throughout the exhibition showcas-

ing projects and programs and raising awareness about human 

trafficking and prevention. The organization was able to network 

with fourteen alternative education programs that attended, each 

showcasing their programs and ideas about alternative education.  

    Attending the exhibition was a great way to connect with other 

alternative education programmes, share innovative approaches 

toward education, 

promote indige-

nous heritage and 

traditions, and 

spread awareness 

about DEPDC/

GMS. The exhibi-

tion was indeed a 

success!  

 

BYLTP  

performed 

dances from 

their home 

villages at the  

exhibition 

Colorful displays gave staff an opportunity 

to present DEPDC/GMS projects 

A Hearty Welcome to 

the U.S. Consul General! 
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Chiang Khong 
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Help Line, and the Border Youth Lead-

ership Training Program (BYLTP).   

    In the session, participants practiced 

writing their own objectives and per-

formance indicators, according to their 

own projects. Chiang Khong site esti-

Voice Radio, the Half Day School, as well as 

Child Voice Television.  

    The visit concluded with a brief interview 

by one of the international volunteers for the 

organization’s latest media initiative, Child 

Voice Television, where Ms. Stevenson shared 

her thoughts on the importance on alternative 

education in the U.S. and in Thailand.  

    DEPDC/GMS takes this opportunity to thank 

the U.S. Consulate for their generous support 

of the Thailand Project, which seeks to offer 

higher education opportunities for stateless 

youth in Southeast Asia. Currently, the project 

supports university education for two daugh-

ters of DEPDC/GMS to study in America! 

 
Additional information on the Thailand Project 

can be found at www.thethailandproject.org 

A Hearty Welcome to the U.S. 

Consul General!  
Written By: Jessica Yee 

 

    In late January, DEPDC/GMS received a 

special visit from the U.S. Consul General in 

Chiang Mai, Ms. Susan Stevenson, along with 

two staff representatives, Mr. Abhijat Bud-

dhawongsa and Ms. Plai-Auw Thongsawot. 

Although Ms. Stevenson only began her cur-

rent posting in August 2010, this is not the 

first time she has been part of the Thai com-

munity – in fact, she began her foreign service 

career in Thailand working in the Press Office 

of the U.S. Embassy in Bangkok from 1994-

1997, according to the U.S. Consulate website. 

    The Consul’s visit to DEPDC/GMS was part 

of a tour to find out about NGOs that tackle 

different social issues in Northern Thailand. 

During the visit, the International Department 

had an opportunity to present an overview of 

DEPDC/GMS’ many programs to her and her 

staff, and the Directing Team was present to 

participate in a lively question-and-answer 

session regarding the human trafficking situa-

tions on the ground along the Thai-Myanmar 

and Thai-Lao border.  

    Ms. Stevenson and staff were provided with 

a tour of the DEPDC/GMS grounds, which 

house its many projects, such as the Child 

“Child Voice Radio estimated 

that 70% of listeners will gain 

increased knowledge about 

human trafficking and related 

problems.” 
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mated that 80% of their students will 

continue studies or graduate each year.  

Child Voice Radio estimated that 70% 

of listeners will gain increased 

knowledge about human trafficking 

and related problems. MRICRH estimat-

ed that 50% of children in shelter will 

use their vocational skills in agriculture 

to help earn a living in the future.  

    The second day focused on tools, 

such as surveys, to measure the indica-

DEPDC/GMS 

staff listen 

diligently as 

Khun Jessica 

discusses how 

to set  

objectives for 

their projects 

Goals?  Objectives?  Outcomes?  Indicators?  

Oh my! 

    No longer bewildered by these important 

concepts of project management, DEPDC/

GMS staff recently had an opportunity to 

learn more about project monitoring and 

evaluation (M&E) with a two-day training 

session.   

    Organized by two of DEPDC’s interna-

tional volunteers, the session defined and 

explained goals, objectives, outcomes, and 

performance indicators—the basic building 

blocks of how to plan and, most important-

ly, measure the impact of the various pro-

jects to prevent exploitation of women and 

children.   

    Seventeen staff members took part in 

the training, representing the Administra-

tion and Finance Department, Chiang 

Khong site, Half Day School, Child Voice 

Newspaper, Mekong Youth Union Training 

Centre (MYUTC), Mekong Regional Indige-

nous Child Rights Home (MRICRH), Child 

Building Staff Capacity 
Written By: Sarah McCormick 

tors that participants set on the first day. 

    The training is planned as the first in a series of capacity 

building workshops for DEPDC/GMS staff in skills of project 

management—and it received high marks for covering a 

much-needed topic! 100% of workshop participants said 

they would like to receive further training about this topic.   

Director, Khun 

Alinda, provides 

her feedback  

regarding the 

importance of 

effective project 

management 

What is Child 

Voice Television?  
A sub-project of the 

Media for Child Devel-

opment (MCD) team at 

MYUTC, CVTV  allows 

MYN-trained youth leaders with advanced 

media skills (e.g. image and video editing 

and production, and filming) to design and 

produce short films, special features and 

documentaries to raise awareness about a 

wide range of topics, from human trafficking 

to education. One of the TV features current-

ly in the works is in fact to study and docu-

ment the new education methodology of 

alternative education (see P.1). In the future, 

CVTV hopes not only to transmit their work 

on the Internet through streaming on 

YouTube and DEPDC/GMS webpages, but 

also to partner with local and regional tele-

visions for televised broadcasting in Thai-

land and beyond!  

The Consul General and her staff received a 

tour of the DEPDC/GMS grounds and all of its 

on sight projects during their visit 



 

 

Written by: Christina Belge 

Connecting with Art Written by: Vincent Not 
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provides scholarships in order 

to send these children to 

school. In 2010 the team sent 

30 children to formal schools, 

as well as an additional 30 

children to receive vocational 

training in sewing. The MYN 

team also provided life skills 

training, such as art classes 

and health advice to 250 chil-

dren. 

    The MYN team conducted 

workshops with youth to edu-

cate them about dangers from 

child labor, commercial sexual 

exploitation, and about their 

rights, with 90% gaining better 

knowledge of child rights. 

Workshops have also included 

lessons on hygiene, domestic 

violence, gender roles and safe 

migration. After which, 90% of 

the children said they could 

now protect themselves from 

trafficking, while 94% walked 

away with better knowledge 

and understanding of safe  

migration. 

    Something that is important 

to remember is that efforts 

towards the prevention of  

human trafficking do not stop 

when children are registered in 

school. The team educates 

local community members on 

the threats of human traffick-

ing, and through these efforts, 

the MYN team strives to build 

strong relationships with reli-

gious leaders, village leaders 

and villagers, to ensure com-

munity support and trust. 

    Another of the team’s many  

activities is to assist victims 

of human trafficking, by 

providing lodging and basic 

needs, as well as preparation 

for possible reintegration into 

their communities. Most traf-

ficked victims also receive 

ongoing follow-up services to 

ensure their continued safety 

and stability after repatria-

tion.   

    The MYN members in 

Tachileik have high goals for 

their future as a team. They 

are interested in their profes-

sional development to better 

administer and implement 

their projects. They strive to 

eventually take on more 

members and to develop a 

work system that will allow 

them to support more women 

and children in the region. 

    Since its establishment, the 

MYN-Tachiliek team has faced 

incredible challenges due to 

lack of government recogni-

tion of their team. They hope 

that in the future they can be 

recognized in order to net-

work more effectively 

through the region. Despite 

these difficulties, their goals 

are high and their hearts are 

strong. DEPDC/GMS is proud 

to support the efforts of these 

MYN members to prevent 

human trafficking in an area 

of great need. 

The Mekong Youth Net (MYN) 

has leaders working through-

out the Greater Mekong Sub-

region to establish projects for 

human trafficking prevention 

and awareness. One team in 

particular has shown incredi-

ble perseverance in their ef-

forts, despite the difficult con-

ditions they face each day. 

This team is located just across 

the border from DEPDC/GMS in 

Tachileik Shan State, Myanmar. 

    The MYN-Tachileik team 

established a program in early 

2009, titled ‘Development, 

Education and Protection for 

Children and Youth At-Risk’. 

The objective of MYN Tachileik 

is to promote and support the 

education of children at-risk of 

being trafficked. 

    The priorities of the four-

member team are to provide 

scholarships and opportunities 

for both academic and voca-

tional education, repatriation 

support for victims of human 

trafficking, as well as network-

ing and relationship building 

within all communities. The 

ultimate goal of this MYN 

team, one of nine in the Great-

er Mekong Sub-region, is to 

improve children’s quality of 

life throughout the region. 

    The MYN team conducts 

screenings throughout com-

munities in the areas around 

Tachileik to select the most   

at-risk children. The team then 
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Just Across The Border In 
Tachileik Shan State, Myanmar 
Written By: Alexandra Wolf 

Activities with villagers are an  

important aspect of building  

relationships with communities 

MYN-Tachileik empowers young 

women through vocational training 

in sewing, among other activities 

MYN-Tachileik provides  

workshops to educate youth on the 

dangers of human trafficking 

“Our plan is to 

continue  

developing a 

more effective 

work system 
that will allow 

us to improve 

the lives of 

more women 

and children 

throughout the 

region.” 

An MYN-

Tachileik 

Member 



 

 

    Ouleye Ndoye is an International 

Volunteer who came to the DEPDC/

GMS through a fellowship with the 

Henry Luce Foundation, administered 

in Thailand by the Asia Foundation. 

She has worked at DEPDC/GMS since 

September 2010 and is based at DEP 

Chiang Khong. Throughout her time of 

living with the eighteen girls at the 

prevention shelter, Ouleye came to 

understand that a health component 

was a necessary addition to their edu-

cational development. 

    Thanks to the partnership between 

Ouleye Ndoye and Henry Cheng, a 

fellow Luce Scholar based in Bangkok, 

an effective Health Workshop took 

place from February 21 to February 

23. This workshop brought two 

benevolent doctors from the Mayo 

Clinic in Bangkok, Dr. Kanitta Su-

wansrinon and Dr. Metha Apiwat-

tanakul. 

    The busy weekend began with the 

Doctors' presentations for the Border 

Youth Leadership Training Pro-

gramme (BYLTP) students in Mae 

Sai, and finished with presentations 

at the Chiang Khong Centre. These 

presentations covered everything 

from infectious diseases to sexual 

health, basic sanitation, and dental 

hygiene. Henry taught the girls a 

lesson about the Chinese tradition of 

nutrition, including proper food 

combinations to maximize health 

benefits when making meals. In 

addition, Dr. Suwansrinon and Dr. 

Apiwattanakul performed individual-

ized medical check-ups for each girl. 

This offered the girls the rare privi-

lege of one-on-one meetings with a 

medical professional.   

Written by:  

Sarah McCormick 

    I conducted an interview with 

Ouleye and Henry to see how they 

came in contact with these two 

doctors, and what it took to organize 

their trip to both DEPDC/GMS’s Mae 

Sai and Chiang Khong Centres: 

Q: What motivated you to begin 

planning a weekend on health and 

hygiene at DEPDC/GMS? 

Ouleye: Living at the Chiang Khong 

Center since last October, I have 

noticed certain areas where the 

health and hygiene habits of our 

girls could be improved. The girls 

are maturing into women, and that 

makes this a prime time to address 

Child  

Help Line 

A Year In  

Review 
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    The data is in—and the Child Help Line (CHL), 

DEPDC/GMS’s 24-hour emergency hotline for 

children, completed yet another successful year 

in 2010.  In operation since 2005, CHL offers 

comprehensive prevention and protection ser-

vices to children and families in distress—from 

investigation and rescue, through enrolling chil-

dren in school and providing safe repatriations.   

    In 2010, CHL showed many developments, 

including increasing the number of children 

served by nearly 80% over the previous year.  

CHL benefitted from the extensive networking at 

both the community and agency level: reports by 

family members and neighbors more than dou-

bled, while referrals made by police, teachers, 

and other social agencies increased by more than 

five times since 2009!   

    CHL continues to serve the most vulnerable 

children, with 80% of the children belonging to eth-

nic minority groups.  With a strong focus on preven-

tion, which makes up 62% of the cases served, CHL 

assisted children to enroll in school, receive medical 

care, conducted home visits, and provided food or 

other needed material goods. 

    Building on this history of assisting children most 

in need, CHL now looks forward to another success-

ful year!   
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A Check-Up in 
Chiang Khong 

Written By: Alexandra Wolf 

              Continued on Page 5 

Khun Lai, a former daugh-

ter of DEPDC/GMS herself, 

is now the coordinator of 

the Child Help Line! She 

says, “When I was a daugh-

ter I received assistance 

from DEPDC/GMS, and now 

that I work in CHL I am so 

happy that I can help people 

in need, to get out of the 

problems that they face.” Stay Tuned in 

the next newsletter for a full profile of 

Khun Lai in ‘Where are they now?’ 

Ethnicity of Children 

Served, CHL 2010 

Type of Case Received,  

CHL 2010 



 

 

Where Are They Now? 
Written by: Jamie Houston 
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    Ms. Fongtip Boonsri (22) and 

Ms. Srinuan “Aor” Saokhamnuan 

(22) were two stateless girls who 

grew up in Mae Sai, Thailand. As 

stateless children, without ID 

cards, their opportunities for a 

stable and successful life were 

greatly limited. The two girls were 

not only prohibited from traveling 

outside of Mae Sai, but also had 

no access to healthcare or educa-

tion in Thailand. 

    As a result, both girls became 

students of DEPDC/GMS at a 

young age. They were provided 

with the opportunity to study aca-

demics and vocational training, 

and escaped the risk of becoming 

victims of human trafficking. Both 

studied diligently and graduated 

from DEPDC/GMS’ Half Day School. 

The two young women continued 

to work with the organization and 

became Mekong Youth Net (MYN) 

leaders.  

    Fongtip and Aor worked to build 

a better life for themselves and 

their families. They hoped that with 

hard work and perseverance they 

would create better opportunities 

for success in their futures. When 

Fongtip and Aor were selected to 

participate in the Thailand Project 

in 2008, they realised that their 

hard work had been recognised. 

    The Thailand Project was found-

ed in 2005 by Joseph Quinell and 

Susan Perri, former students of the 

University of Wisconsin- Stevens 

Point (UWSP). Joseph became ac-

quainted with DEPDC/GMS, and its 

founder Sompop Jantraka, during a 

photography project that focused on 

the issue of statelessness in Thailand. 

    Over a period of three years, 

DEPDC/GMS and individuals involved 

in the Thailand Project worked to 

accomplish something which had 

never been done before, enabling two 

young stateless individuals to not 

only leave their home town, but to 

travel abroad and study at a universi-

ty in the U.S. 

    In 2008, the work of DEPDC/GMS 

and the Thailand Project culminated 

when Joseph and Susan were able to 

accompany Fongtip and Aor to their 
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the questions they may have as their bodies 

develop. As they grow older, they become 

solely responsible for their health and will 

one day have the responsibility of teaching 

proper habits to youth in their families and 

communities. They should graduate from the 

DEPDC/GMS Centre with this knowledge. 

Q: Henry, what inspired you to become so 

involved in helping the girls at the Chiang 

Khong Centre? 

Henry: What inspired me most were my con-

versations with Ouleye about her experiences 

at DEPDC/GMS. I learned so much about hu-

man trafficking through her, and it broke my 

heart to hear of the realities that so many 

children face in Thailand. At the same time, I 

was motivated because Dr. Metha and Dr. 

Kanitta were very passionate about the pro-

ject. They are extremely busy medical re-

searchers and clinicians, but they still had the 

compassion and dedication to work tirelessly 

in preparing for the health workshop and 

medical check-ups. 

Ouleye: Henry has been, and continues to be, 

a partner in many of my initiatives at the 

Center. We also started a pen-pal program, 

with both English and Thai speaking friends 

in Bangkok and the U.S. This allows the girls 

to practice their language and writing skills. 

Q: Where did you and Henry find funding that 

allowed you to organize the weekend? 

Ouleye: Henry and His Majesty The King of 

Thailand share the same birthday - December 

5. On that day, Henry asked all of his friends, 

both in the U.S. and Thailand, to donate to 

this cause, rather than bring him gifts. His 

friends felt moved to contribute. The week-

end was possible because of this generosity. 

Many thanks to all who donated! 

Q: What do you feel the youth will most re-

member from the weekend workshop? 

Ouleye: I hope that they walked away with a 

better understanding of their bodies. We 

A Check-Up in Chiang Khong, Continued from Page 4 

emphasized personal hygiene, demonstrating 

the proper techniques for brushing and floss-

ing teeth, as well as using soap to disinfect 

the hands and body... So I hope this made a 

permanent impression.  

   Getting to know Henry and the Doctors, the 

weekend had no shortage of conversation. 

Most of all, I think the girls will remember the 

excitement of becoming acquainted with 

unique individuals and building new relation-

ships. 

                  Continued on Page 6 

Dr Kanitta Suwansrinon emphasized 

the importance of personal hygiene 

during the two-day workshop at 

DEPDC/GMS’s Chiang Khong Centre. 
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We would like to make a special mention of all of our  

donors listed here. Your continued support and generosity 

helps build futures and realise dreams. Your altruism has 

ensured that we can continue with our work of  

making a better life and future for all the children here at 

the DEPDC/GMS Centre.  

On behalf of all of the children and staff from DEPDC/GMS, 

thank you very much. 

 All of our private donors 

 Give2Asia 

 GlobalGiving 

 Kindernothilfe 

 Plan International Thailand 

 CO-OPERAID 

 Oxfam Novib 

 The Emancipation Network/ Made by Survivors 

Since its inception, DEPDC/GMS has helped over 4,000 children, 

96% of whom stay out of the sex trade. Please support DEPDC/

GMS’s work by choosing to either: 

1. Make a tax-deductible gift in the U.S. and UK at 

www.globalgiving.org/projects/education-for-business-migrant-

communities 

2. Make a secure payment through PayPal. DEPDC/GMS’s email  

address info@depdc.org 

3. Support DEPDC/GMS with a check or direct money transfer to 

DEPDC/GMS’s bank account: 

Bank: Bank of Ayudhya Public Company, Mae Sai, Thailand 

Name of Account: Development and Education Programme  

for Daughters and Communities 

Account Number:  331-1-05358-6 

SWIFT Code: AYUDTHBK 

 

The Bank of Ayudhya does not provide depositors’ contact  

information, but we will gladly verify your donation and send an  

official thank-you letter if you choose to send us an email providing 

your information to info@depdc.org. 

Address: DEPDC PO Box 10, Mae Sai, Chiang Rai, 57130, Thailand 

How can you help? 
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Where Are They Now? 

 

Continued from page 5 

(Pictured with Susan 

Perri) Fongtip gained 

her Thai citizenship, 

while Aor is granted 

her travel documents. 

Both received their 

US student visas! 

Aor and Fongtip 

returned from a year 

of studying abroad 

with a warm wel-

come from Ajarn 

Sompop 

new university in the U.S. They were now the first state-

less individuals in Thailand’s history to be given author-

isation to leave the country and study abroad. The girls 

began their two-year studies in English as a Second 

Language (ESL), and graduated in 2010 to begin their 

lives as full-time students at UWSP. 

    Once they complete their studies, Fongtip and Aor 

will return to Thailand to work under the support of 

DEPDC/GMS. They will use their education and experi-

ences to empower other individuals in their home com-

munities and in communities throughout the Greater Me-

kong Sub-region. 

    Because of their determination, Fongtip and Aor each 

now have access to a life full of opportunities. The incredi-

ble journey of these young women is not yet over, howev-

er. The work of everyone involved in the Thailand Project 

continues; the girls are still seeking additional financial 

support to complete their education at UWSP. For more 

information on how you can help them continue their edu-

cation please visit www.thethailandproject.org. 

 

Thank You! 


