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MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR 

Ms. Alinda Wettasin 

Holiday greetings from DEPDC!  Last month I was fortunate to attend am 
empowerment and skills training for our Mekong Youth Net social workers.  
Although they come from a wide variety of different countries, ethnic 
groups, and socio-economic backgrounds, the MYN youth share a common 
worldview that we at DEPDC call �service mind.�  This �service mind� is a 
heart oriented to service, a life focused on helping other individuals without 
expecting anything (money, respect, favors, or love) in return.  Nothing is 
more difficult for this young generation, a generation faced with a constant 
barrage of pop culture messages reinforcing instant gratification over work-
ing toward goals, self fulfillment over thinking of others, consumerism over 
sustainability, and relationships facilitated by technological gadgets over 
human contact.  In this day and age, a heart oriented toward others is a rare 
heart indeed. 

Each of us can cultivate our �service mind,� too:  by the way we raise our families, interact with our friends, 
focus our work on ways to help out, and sometimes turn our attention to those on the margins of society.  In 
this issue, DEPDC highlights examples of service mind through the Mekong Youth Net, a community voca-
tional cooperative, an interview with a DEPDC staff, and a review of Thai laws designed to protect children.  
I hope you are as inspired by their stories as I�ve been and I thank you for your generous support and inter-
est in the work of DEPDC.  On behalf of the children and staff, I extend to you my warmest wishes for a 
very happy New Year. 

News and Events 

During a 5 day training from November 19 - November 23, students from four classes of the Mekong 
Youth Net learned about social work issues in the field of human trafficking in order to develop their 
skills as youth leaders. 
 
 
Together with SEALETA (Southeast Asia Law Enforce-
ment Training and Consulting Associates), DEPDC con-
ducted a five day training in Udon Thani province for all 
MYN students and graduates. The goals of this training 
were to develop community social work skills for youth 
leaders, to build understanding of global and local human 
right standards, to plan together for MYN�s future, to build 
the capacity for English language usage in social work, 
and to empower youth social workers to change their so-
cieties.   

Youth Social Worker Empowerment and Skills Training in Udon Thani 

Mekong Youth Net participants and instruc-
tors at the five day training in Udon Thani 



Responsibility in the �grey area� 
 
Human trafficking issues are often not clearly defined and overlap with many other problems. The social 
workers in this field need therefore to have a sharp mind and updated knowledge in order to make decisions 
in the �grey area.�  By taking part at this training the MYN students showed that they feel responsible for 
their community and that they are able to make a difference.  They are putting their �service minds� to work. 

MYN from various countries work to solve 
problems in trafficking case studies 

From Raising Consciousness to Preventing Burnout 
 
DEPDC and SEALETA taught the MYN students about 
raising awareness, illegal drugs, human trafficking is-
sues, child sexual abuse and pedophilia, HIV/AIDS, 
social work and law enforcement, corruption, grant writ-
ing, media and communications, and how to prevent 
burnout.  Participants strengthened and shared their 
knowledge and built up presentation skills through 
group work, case studies, and presentations.  The train-
ing also contained a study tour to Ban Chiang, an ar-
cheological site of an ancient Southeast Asian civiliza-
tion.  

MYN Profile 

�When I return to Myanmar next year, I want to research educa-
tion. With my research I want to set up an education project in 
my community. In my education project, I will try to raise 
enough money where I can hire teachers who are not only quali-
fied, but love teaching and love children. Hopefully, this will 
prevent high teacher turnover rates and the create consistency in a child�s education. If my project proves 
successful, then I would like to expand the project to include distance learning programs. Children who are 
too far from good quality schools can still have access to learning resources through laptops and trained 
local teachers. I believe that every child has the right to receive high quality education regardless of the 
child�s economic status, ethnic background, or living location. Children are society�s future adults. If we 
provide them with well-rounded education, then they will grow up and become good citizens who will con-
tinue to make progress in developing their local communities and national society.� 

This year�s Mekong Youth Net (MYN) has 24 participants, 
the highest number in the last four years. Among this year�s 
participants are five intelligent young women from Myanmar 
(Burma). These young women are from a variety of different 
backgrounds but all have one common interest � how to effec-
tively spark social development initiatives in their own com-
munities. Their personal and emotional investments in such 
principles have brought them together here at DEPDC. Below 
is an excerpt of a conversation with one of the courageous 
MYN Myanmar representatives: 

Get to Know our Staff and Students 

 



The Thai National Assembly is now considering a 
draft law that would be the first comprehensive 
anti-trafficking legislation in Thailand.   The 
country passed laws in 1997 as part of the 
�Prevention and Suppression of Trafficking in 
Women and Children Act,� however they left 
much to be desired.  These laws set up penalties 
for sex trafficking, but did not provide legislation 
against labor trafficking or protection for male 
victims.  So for thousands of child beggars and 
men forced onto commercial fishing boats, for 
example, there is no provision in Thai law. 
 
Currently, child and female victims of trafficking 
rescued by Thai authorities will be sent to one of 
seven shelters run by the Thai government.  Boys 
and male victims will usually be deported as ille-
gal migrants.  The new law would outlaw all 
forms of trafficking and provide protection for 
male victims. 
 
However, while the new law would provide a 
strong legal backbone for anti-trafficking work in 
Thailand and make a statement to the interna-
tional community that Thailand is serious about 
combating trafficking, it will mean nothing unless 
it is enforced. 
 
Thailand has a significant problem with corrup-
tion at many levels, which enables trafficking to 
flourish.  Even the existing laws against traffick-
ing in Thailand are crippled by corruption at all 
levels of government and police. 
 
As Eaklak Loomchomkhae (head of the Center 
for Missing Persons and Anti-trafficking) said, 
trafficking within Thailand to exploit workers 
existed not because there was no law against it, 
but because corrupt influential figures were in-
volved in trafficking. 
 
Thailand has the ability to combat corruption.  As 
child abuse and narcotics expert Frank J. Weicks 
said, there is a simple formula for removing cor-
ruption; it is just difficult to enforce.  The govern-
ment must provide police and other government 
officers with a living wage, provide more educa-
tion about trafficking and other issues to law en-
forcement personnel, and prosecute corrupt offi-

cials. 
 
This intervention must take place on the part of 
surrounding nations in the region as well as Thai-
land, since movement across borders in smug-
gling and trafficking is enabled by officers on 
both sides of international borders. 
 
As part of ARTIP (Asia Regional Trafficking in 
Persons Project) which began in August 2006, 
Thailand and its neighbors have begun some spe-
cialized education for officers.  Just this past Sep-
tember, the Lao PDR provided an education 
course for 50 of its officers in anti-trafficking 
training. This is a strong step in educating officers 
and enforcing trafficking legislation.  ASEAN 
nations will need to continue to provide more 
educational opportunities for officers on other 
fronts, as well as make significant strides in the 
prosecution of corruption in order to make any 
anti-trafficking legislation truly effective.  
DEPDC is actively involved with training officers 
in border areas near Mae Sai and Chiang Khong. 
 
If the law is passed and effectively enforced,  it 
could help thousands of people who fall through 
the cracks of existing laws and are sexually ex-
ploited through trafficking each year.  It could 
help men, women, children and elderly that are 
trafficked from surrounding countries and forced 
to work as beggars on the streets of Thailand.  
Recent statistics from the Cambodian government 
showed about 10,000 Cambodians are smuggled 
into Thailand each year and forced to work as 
beggars.  It could help some of the thousands of 
men currently estimated to be forced into labor on 
commercial fishing boats.  Many of these workers 
are acquired through the popular method of drug-
ging Thai men unconscious while they are wait-
ing for the bus at a terminal. They then wake up 
to find themselves in the middle of the ocean, 
forced to work until the boat goes ashore. 
 
The new law is a strong step for Thailand, but if it 
is not properly implemented, it will fall impotent 
against the growing monster of trafficking.  As 
Eaklak insists, Thailand must prosecute traffick-
ers, protect the victims and stop the corruption. 

Trafficking News 
Thailand Considers New Comprehensive Anti-Trafficking Law, but still Faces 

Corruption as the True Obstacle to Success 

This article complied mostly in part from the article �New Law on Trafficking� by Pennapa Hong thong 
in The Nation, pub. Oct. 1, 2007. Supplementary information from �HumanTrafficking.org� and the 
�Youth Social Worker Development and Skills Training in Udon Thani 2007�.  



On Sept 29, 2006, the Community Learning 
Center ran a training session for community 
members on how to make organic dish soap.  
A year later, 10 community women have 
turned this skill into a flourishing business. 
 
When the CLC (Community Learning Center) 
conducted its organic dish soap class last Sep-
tember, ten women from the Payang Mai village 
took the course.  They recently invited the CLC 
to come visit and see the project they had devel-
oped.  After taking the course, the women de-
cided to take a risk with their own business, so 
they set up shop at the village elder�s house and 
put their foaming skills to work.  Each woman 
contributed 100 baht of her own seed money, 
and they bought the equipment and supplies they 
needed.  

Community Learning Center update 
Ten Local Women Run Dish Soap Monopoly! 

CLC students package their new product for sale 

They decided to sell the product out of the village leader�s house and bring it to any 
local village events both as a gift to the host and for sale.   These strategies proved very 
strong marketing tools, and the women now have a full monopoly on their village soap 
market.  Village members are actually looked down upon for buying any other type of 
soap.  And why would they?  Organic dish soap that comes in strawberry and lemon 
scent, made right next door!  This project has proved so successful that the women are 
trying to invest money in auto-mixers so they can expand and supply surrounding vil-
lages.  Another village has even caught onto the idea and is trying to copy their busi-
ness using shampoo.  Nice work ladies! 

When they had brewed up a batch that worked 
well, the new dish soap cooperative gave out free 
supplies to the whole village and asked for feed-
back:  �Is there too much foam or too little?  Is 
the strawberry essence fresh enough?...�  Village 
members used the soap and offered their input.  
The women then took the suggestions and went 
back to work, carefully re-calibrating their for-
mula.   When they had it just right, they started 
selling their product to the community.  They 
carefully priced the soap lower than that of the 
local superstore and surrounding markets to be 
competitive. 

Mixing the liquid 



Project update�Child Helpline 

DEPDC�s Child Helpline began in 2002 to re-
spond to the wide variety of needs of children 
requiring immediate and specialized aid.  The 
community has a duty to help its children and a 
specific service is necessary to provide appropri-
ate care and respond quickly in any emergency.  
This region is home to many lost and vulnerable 
children who lack legal national identity, yet still 
need a voice to assert their needs and rights and a 
capable service to respond.   

One key tenet of CHL�s philosophy is,  �We can-
not work alone.�  Gathering information about 
other service providers, spreading the word about 
CHL to other organizations and government of-
fices, and linking together is crucial to ensure that 
children in need can get help.   The welfare of the 
child is a community responsibility that needs to 
be shared by all concerned adults and systems.   
 
Work at Child Helpline is more than just answer-
ing the phone:  staff must collect detailed infor-
mation about each case, either over the phone or 
in the village.  They check with CHL network 
contacts to see how best help in each situation.  
This help can come in the form of food or cloth-
ing, medicine, referrals to other groups, or en-
trance in a DEPDC program.   

Some children come to DEPDC through a CHL 
referral 

 
 
Child Helpline�s next step to improving services 
will be to make the process of calling easier for 
children.  CHL hopes to obtain a toll-free, four 
digit number so that children in distress can call 
for free and remember the telephone number in 
times of distress.  This service, as well as promo-
tion in the communities, is sure to make CHL 
more available to children and concerned adults 
increase the number of people who can access 
CHL each month. 

 
 
The Child Helpline at DEPDC is unique in that 
it can respond to northern Thailand�s most mar-
ginalized people in their own language, a service 
that is not available with other emergency ser-
vice providers such as hospitals.  Furthermore, 
CHL is part of a large network of child protec-
tion groups from many sectors of society that 
use DEPDC�s knowledge of the community 
based on 18 years of local experience.   
 

A CHL staff helps a client with her  
citizenship application 

CHL staff talking to a client 

Visiting homes in the rainy season 



Since its inception, DEPDC has helped over 3,000 children and women improve their lives and stay out of sex work. 
 

How can you help? 
Support DEPDC with a check or direct money transfer to DEPDC�s bank account: 

      DEPDC 
     PO Box 10 
     Mae Sai, Chiang Rai 
     57130, Thailand 
 

BANK: Bank of Ayudhya Public Company, Mae Sai, Thailand 
NAME OF ACCOUNT: Development and Education Programme for Daughters and Communities 
ACCOUNT No: 331- 1- 05358-6 
SWIFT Code: AYUDTHBK 

 
The Bank of Ayudhya does not provide depositors� contact information, but we will gladly verify your donation and send 
an official thank-you letter if you choose to e-mail us with your information.  
 
Take action! Learn about opportunities to join DEPDC as a volunteer! Share your knowledge! 
Pass on information about the organization to your friends!  

Give to DEPDC 

Volunteer Profile 
Graziella Ramponi�Switzerland 

It has been only about two months, that I arrived as a volunteer at 
DEPDC, but it feels like I have been here for much longer. Of course it 
has taken me a while to get to know the centre, the staff, the children, 
and especially to find out for myself why I am here and what I want to 
contribute to DEPDC.  Now I am involved in many things already and I 
am very satisfied. Even if back home I never wanted to be a teacher, 
teaching English to the children here is different. The children enjoy 
learning and I know that they will learn important skills for their future. 
 
The activities with the DEP kids, help me to learn more about each one 
of them, each one that comes from a different background. By spending 
my time with them I feel like their big sister, educating, advising, com-
forting or just holding...and every time I see their smile, it warms my 
heart and I feel it was worth the time. 

 
Being a volunteer at DEPDC also gives me the opportunity to get to know very interesting people from all 
over the world. Visitors learn about DEPDC, but we also learn a lot from them.  Of course I miss my family 
and friends back home, but it�s the price I pay for having an unforgettable experience. 

Thank you a lot! 
 
If you would like more information on volunteering, please visit the �volunteer� section of our website at:  

http://www.depdc.org/eng/volunteer/volunteer.html 


