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Sompop and DEPDC are Honored 
 in the U.S. Congress 

On May 21st, 2009, U.S. Congressman Patrick J. Ken-

nedy - son of the late Senator Edward M. Kennedy and 

nephew of the late President John Kennedy - rose to 
speak in the U.S. House of Representatives about Som-
pop's lifetime of dedicated work for human rights. Repre-
sentative Kennedy's remarks are thus entered into the 
nation's official "Congressional Record" in Washington, 
D.C. 

 
Representative Patrick Kennedy represents the people 
of the U.S. state of Rhode Island in the U.S. Congress. 
Following are excerpts from Mr. Kennedy's Statement for 
the Record which, his office writes, "is to recognize 
(Sompop's) efforts and shine light on the good work he 
does so that others will support him and (his) work…." 

HONORING SOMPOP JANTRAKA  

AND HIS SCHOOL, DEPDC 

_______ 

HON. PATRICK J. KENNEDY 

OF  RHODE ISLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

 

"Madam Speaker. I rise today to acknowledge the 

extraordinary vision and compelling work for 

peace  

of Sompop Jantraka and his school, DEPDC…. " 

 

Mr. Jantraka … has toiled tirelessly and fearlessly 

in the face of danger, organized crime and  

desperation… to prevent child trafficking in the  

Mekong sub-region….  

 

It is my hope that Mr. Jantraka's work will continue  

to bring light to this severe, international pandemic  

that is encroaching upon and threatening the human 

rights of children across the globe. 

 

Sompop Jantraka is not only a living example of  

passion and concern …, but he also serves (as) an  

inspiration to the world, reminding us of the  

great fellow citizens we can be and invoking the 

compulsion to be the great fellow citizens  

we should be." 

U.S. Congressman Patrick J. Kennedy, son of the 

late Senator Edward M. Kennedy . 

To read the entire text of Mr. Kennedy's 
Statement on the Congressional  
Record page, please visit: 
www.gpoaccess.gov/crecord/retrieve.html  
Scroll down. Enter "E1237" in  
the Page-Number field. Then click "Submit." 

DEPDC sends sympathy to the family of U.S. 

Senator Edward M. Kennedy and to the people of 
the state of Massachusetts for their loss of such a 

dedicated public servant. 



Gender through Photography - 
A workshop hold at DEPDC by award winning photographer  

from Sweden, Aksel Sundstrom. 

This month saw a visit from an award-winning 
photographer from Sweden, Aksel Sund-
strom. 
 
Aksel facilitated a two-day workshop for the 
center’s volunteers, MYN staff and DEPDC 
staff based on how to use photography to 
highlight gender issues. 
 
Aksel taught everybody how to use a camera 
correctly and gave advice on how to take a 
good picture stressing the importance of an-
gles, lighting and range. 
 
Armed with this knowledge (and over 20 digi-
tal cameras), the participants were asked to 
takes to the border of Mae Sai and take pic-
tures highlighting gender issues within the 
every day life of the local community.  

 
The photographs were then judged by our guest and by DEPDC founder Sompop Jantraka. They chose the 
four best pictures from the group. 
 
All of the activities were captured on film, and it is DEPDC's goal to have the workshop televised and added 
to the website for educational and awareness purposes.  
 
We are grateful to Aksel Sundstrom for taking the time and effort to facilitate this workshop and also to  
Oxfam Novib that generously funded the two days. 

Photographer Aksel Sundstrom (r.) and  International Volunteer 

Jamie Houston (l.) honoring the  owners of the  winning pictures. 

Welcoming back two DEP daughters after their stay at the  
University of Wisconsin, Stevens Point, U.S.A. 

Two daughters from the Daughters Education 
Program (DEP), Miss Srinuan Saokhamnuan 
and Miss Fongtip Boonsri, have been study-
ing at the University of Wisconsin, Stevens 
Point for over one year and were glad to be 
spending their summer break in Thailand 
whilst sharing their experiences with the staff 
and students at DEPDC. 
 
The centre was also fortunate to have two 
further visitors, Ms. Susan Perri and Mr. Jo-
seph Quinnell, who helped initiate “The Thai-
land Project: Higher Education as Humanitar-
ian Aid”  and who currently ensure the pro-
ject’s success by assisting the girls and the 
centre in any way possible. 
 
Both the daughters and Susan Perri and Jo-
seph Quinnell enjoyed coming back to visit. 
They also look forward to returning to the 
U.S.A. to continue their hard and valuable 
work. 

DEP daughters Miss Srinuan  and Miss Fongtip  with Joseph  

Quinnell, Susan Perri and DEPDC directing team. 

 

For more information on “the Thailand Project” visit: 

www.TheThailandProject.org 



 

What is the Mekong Youth Net (MYN)? 
 
Aimed at combating human trafficking in 
the Mekong sub-region at the grass-
roots level, training for the Mekong 
Youth Net (MYN) commenced in 2004. 
In its initial year, the MYN began by 
training twelve female youth leaders 
from Thailand, Laos, Myanmar, and 
Yunnan Province (southern China).  
These individuals who were selected 
from host non-government organiza-
tions (NGOs) underwent an intensive 
leadership program covering the socio-
political issues of the region: human 
rights; child rights; trafficking in women 
and children; and exploitative child la-
bor. In subsequent years, the MYN has 
also welcomed representatives from 
Vietnam and Cambodia.  Over the past 
5 years, 96 youth leaders (15 male, 81 female) from six countries (and 11 different ethnicities) 
have been trained under this program. 
Subsequent to the year-long training program, students return to their home countries and 
complete community-based research projects aimed at tackling one or more of the current so-
cial issues in the area.  These projects are conducted either individually or in collaboration with 
other MYN students. Students then complete a mini-project in their third year, based on their 
previous research. Although the projects are wide-ranging; from developing educational pro-
grams to repatriating abuse victims, they focus upon youth and incorporate the development of 
trafficking prevention strategies. 
 
Each of the 1 through 5 MYN groups stayed for a year's training in Thailand. 
MYN-1 youth leaders were trained in 2004/05, and MYN-5 youth leaders were trained in 
2008/09. 
MYN has been funded by: Open Society Institute (OSI), Safe the Children, Empower,  
Oxfam Novib, and Zonta International 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mekong  Youth Net Group 2, 2005  

MYN participants during a training camp in Udon 

Thani, Thailand. 



Correction of Web-Address  
in the June 2008 Newsletter article  

"DEPDC's Founder and First Director Honored  
as Humanitarian in Michigan, U.S.A." 

www.wallenberg.umich.edu/recipients.html is the correct 
URL to link to the University of Michigan's  Wallenberg 
Medal award to Sompop in 2008. 
Please refer to paragraph two of the article cited above.  
Sincere apologies are extended to these persons: Teresa 
Sullivan, Provost of the University; to John Godfrey, Chair of 
the Wallenberg Executive Committee and Assistant Dean of 
the Rackham Graduate School; to members of the Wallen-
berg Executive Committee; and, also to e-newsletter read-
ers who tried to open the misprinted Web address. 
 

Khun Sompop delivers his Lecture 

after receiving the Wallenberg 

Medal. 

Please visit 

www.wallenberg.umich.edu/

Khun Sompop accepting audience applause after delivering 

his Lecture. 

On stage also is John Godfrey, Assistant Dean, International 

Studies, Rackham School of Graduate Studies and Chairman 

of the Wallenberg Executive Committee.  

 

 
 
Please now visit the correct website to read 
about the University's honor given to  
Sompop last year in Ann Arbor, Michigan. 
Perhaps re-read excerpts from Sompop's 
Lecture given at the Graduate School.  
 
A focus of the Lecture is (quoting myself): 
education as the way to a safe and  
productive life of choices for exploited and 
at-risk children. Quoting Sompop:  "… If 
you can protect one child, you protect 
 future generations." 
An Ed. 

Credit was regretfully missing for the 

June 2008 Newsletter photograph on 

page 2 of Teresa Sullivan, Provost of 

the University of Michigan, present-

ing the Wallenberg Medal to Khun  

Sompop. Use of the photo was  

courtesy of the University of Michi-

gan." 
 

Wallenberg Medal award and Thailand flag to honor  
        Mr. Sompop Jantraka 



Donor thank you! 

Since its inception, DEPDC has helped over 3,500 children, and 98% of DEP graduates stay out of sex work!                                                 

 

How can you help? 

 
Support DEPDC with a check or direct money transfer to DEPDC’s bank account: 

      DEPDC 
     PO Box 10 
     Mae Sai, Chiang Rai 
     57130, Thailand 
 

BANK: Bank of Ayudhya Public Company, Mae Sai, Thailand 
NAME OF ACCOUNT: Development and Education Programme for Daughters and Commu-
nities 
ACCOUNT No: 331- 1- 05358-6 
SWIFT Code: AYUDTHBK 

 

The Bank of Ayudhya does not provide depositors’ contact information, but we will gladly verify your dona-

tion and send an official thank-you letter if you choose to e-mail us with your information.  
 

For more information visit our website: www.depdc.org; 
Also visit: www.globalgiving.com 

Give to DEPDC 

We would like to make a special men-
tion of all of our donors . 
Your continued support and generosity 
has ensured that we can continue with 
our work of making a better life and fu-
ture for all the children here at the cen-
tre. 
 
On behalf of all of the children and staff 
from DEPDC, thank you very much. 
 

 

DEPDC Donors 
 
Co-operaid,  Give 2 Asia, Open  
Society Institute (OSI) U.S.A.,  
Isabel Allende Foundation,   
Anesvad, Kindernothilfe, Oxfam 
Novib, Zonta International,  Em-
power U.S.A., World Childhood, 
Global Giving,  
International Students Volunteer 
(ISV), FACE Foundation & all of our 
private donors 

DEPDC Half-Day-School (HDS) children playing in the 

main hall of Saisuree Building during lunch break. 

The HDS is supported by Co-operaid. 

Computer class organized by DEPDC Community 

Learning Center (CLC); supported by ANESVAD 

&Microsoft 


