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The World’s Children’s Prize 
 

In the previous edition of our newsletter, we were 

excitedly awaiting the upcoming World's Children's 

Prize (WCP) ceremony in Sweden, which Khun Som-

pop would attend as one of the 'Child Heroes' for 

2013. In the meantime, the event has recently 

come and past, so we're pleased to tell you about 

what happened and about all the good that will 

come of the prestigious honour that Khun Sompop 

has received. 
 

Khun Sompop, with his wife, Khun Dusadee, daugh-

ter, Khun Kaesai, and Fanta, one of our DEPDC 

daughters from Chiang Khong, arrived at the train 

station in a chilly Stockholm on Sunday, October 

13. Stockholm, festooned with the deep, humbling 

gravity of almost eight centuries of history, en-

twined with the modern age, attests to ancient 

origins and continuing vitality, providing the per-

fect stage to discuss the past, present and future 

directions of children and their rights. From Sunday 

to Thursday, the days were spent at a variety of 

places and events where the laureates discussed 

the world’s children, their issues and what we can 

do to address them. 
 

Visiting schools, talking at press conferences, and 

challenging the minds of the young to think about 

children’s issues was the foundation of the WCP 

event. Khun Sompop and his fellow laureates dis-

cussed children’s rights and how children, perhaps 

our most vulnerable human beings, are exploited, 

abused and trafficked everywhere in the world. 
 

They talked with people, always with a special em-

phasis on children and the youth of tomorrow, 

about poverty, its consequences and how we can 

help people to become independent and self suffi-

cient. The laureates discussed child and particu-

larly female empowerment, since women are so 

regularly repressed and diminished throughout the 

world and taught to consider themselves as less 

than they have within themselves to be. 
 

They talked about youth leaders and about youth 

movements for obtaining the humanitarian 

changes that we all want to see in the world, in-

cluding movements for solidarity and compassion 

to combat the unnecessary schisms and prejudices 

that have divided humankind for so long.  
 

These and more were on the WCP menu and to 

look into the eyes of the adoring children, listening 

intently, crashing upon the laureates with hugs and 

high fives, asking questions and discussing possi-

bilities, Khun Sompop and his fellow laureates saw 

the immediate ferment of thoughts in these young 

minds and were enriched by the kind-hearted ac-

complishments that these children will one day 

submit to a world in need. 
 

Thank you to everyone who helped make this event 

and our involvement possible, especially to H.M. 

Queen Silvia of Sweden and the entire Swedish 

Royal Family for the profoundly generous and on-

going philanthropy which they provide to the world 

through such initiatives as the World’s Children’s 

Prize and the World Childhood Foundation. But 

most of all thank you to the children and their all-

conquering warmth and enthusiasm, for it is they 

who inspire us to discover what we have within 

ourselves to be and to use the deep, unsummoned 

human goodness of which we're all capable to 

shape the world, bit by bit, into a kinder, gentler, 

brighter tomorrow. 
 

By Matthew Williams-Spooner 

 

Welcome to the December 2013 edition of the 

DEPDC/GMS newsletter! In this volume, we 

discuss the recent World’s Children’s Prize 

event, MRICRH and its activities, the Half Day 

School, people to recently leave and arrive, and 

tell you how you can help us continue our work 

for vulnerable children. 

 

Thank you for reading and 

for supporting everything we 

do at DEPDC/GMS.  We wish 

you all the best health and joy 

this holiday season. 
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Get to Know MRICRH and the Great Work It Does 

Along with Chiang Khong and Mae Sai, the Mekong Regional Indigenous Child 

Rights Home (MRICRH) is one of our three main centres. Its activities are a won-

derful representation of DEPDC/GMS’s vision, so we’d like to talk about its ap-

proach and its activities throughout this year and in general. Located in Mae 

Chan, about 30 kilometers south of Thailand’s northernmost point, MRICRH con-

sists of activities done jointly by MRICRH’s staff at two different sites, the Swim-

ming Home and a village called Ban Klang Na. The Swimming Home boasts an 

Olympic size swimming pool and an agriculture project, and most importantly, it 

provides a safe place for at-risk kids to live, learn, grow and be happy. It is run 

and guided by the coordinator, Mae Nui, the Thai staff, P’Kwaang, P’ Bell, P’Dam, 

P’Ayee, and P’Matt, an international volunteer. The Swimming Home currently 

houses eight children, five girls and three boys. Its goals are to help the kids to 

develop their skills, knowledge and wellbeing so that they can live independ-

ently, confidently and happily. In other words, to become what they have within 

themselves to be. Its approach has three areas that describe its activities for the past six months and the entire year.  

 

One, it finances the Swimming Home kids to attend a nearby school, as well as preparing them by making sure that the kids all have 

the clothes and equipment that they need and by helping with schoolwork and assessments, like with homework and even by holding 

practice tutorials to prepare before exams. Going to school makes the kids really happy. They go and learn and meet new people and 

it makes them feel good about and proud of themselves, empowering them not only as at-risk children, but as human beings. 

 

Two, the Swimming Home provides life skills training for the eight kids on site, 

including the skills learned by cultivating the agriculture project, learning to 

cook for and clean up after themselves, chlorinating and cleaning the pool, and 

by the older kids helping to coach the younger ones in swimming, as well as 

being general mentors for all the Swimming Home’s children. Again, the kids 

gain a great sense of personal achievement and empowerment from these ac-

tivities, especially he agriculture project, which produces chili, potatoes, carrots, 

eggplant, lemongrass, morning glory, papaya and many types of cabbage, which 

become food and also provide something to sell at the market, as you can see 

happening in the picture below. By putting these skills into practice, the kids 

see that they can look after themselves without resorting to exploitative labour. 

In a very real and exciting way, these achievements are DEPDC/GMS’s vision of 

child education, training and empowerment coming to life before our eyes, and it’s amazing to see.  

 

And three, the Swimming Home provides rehabilitation through sport. Starting at 5pm and going until 6-7pm, kids at the Swimming 

Home and others from the surrounding area are able to come and train in the pool thanks to the coaching of the Swimming Home 

staff. Stretching and awareness of their bodies stimulates mindfulness of their wellbeing, and they build the muscles they need for 

swimming by playing water polo, badminton and soccer. Swimming clubs are even invited to participate with MRICRH’s DEP Swim-

ming Club in competitions held at the Swimming Home, such as the DEP Chiang Rai Swimming Open and the Chiang Rai Swimming 

Challenge, both held during May 2013. From this, the children cultivate their physical, emotional and social well-being while making 

new friends and feeling proud of themselves for not just getting to represent 

DEP Swimming Club and possibly even Chiang Rai province, but to also do 

very well while doing so, as shown by the fact that everyone from the Swim-

ming Home received medals at the Chiang Rai Swimming Challenge, and 

one even coming second in their entire age group and winning 300THB! The 

whole experience builds the kids’ self-esteem, their physical and mental 

health, and helps to produce healthy, confident and happy children. 

 

The second MRICRH site work, Ban Klang Na, works with an Akha village in 

Mae Chan, helping to provide them with a daycare centre for their children 

and a sustainable agriculture project for their community. The people do not 

have access to education or sustainable sources of food, so the Ban Klang Na 

project makes a serious difference to the villagers’ lives and their future 

prospects. As well as this, Ban Klang Na contains a safe shelter for people to 

live and rehabilitate after being rescued from exploitation or from dangerous 

environments. The people residing their receive all the food, water, shelter and general supports they need, and are given the chance 

to live safely while they build towards a brighter future. 

High-fives, hugs and signatures for the laureates 

SH kids selling produce at the local market 

Agriculture with friends at the Swimming Home 



 

 

Written by: Christina Belge 

Connecting with Art Written by: Vincent Not 

P A G E  3  D E P D C / G M S  N E W S L E T T E R  

Holiday Donations Appeal! 

Across DEPDC/GMS’s three centres at Mae Sai, Mae Chan and Chiang 

Khong, there’s always a lot happening and lots of kids having fun being 

involved. From formal and human rights education, vocational training 

and empowerment exercises at all three centres, to soccer at Mae Sai’s 

Half Day School, water polo at the Swimming Home, playing on the swing 

sets at Ban Klang Na, and girls just hanging out and enjoying some laughs 

with their sisters at Chiang Khong, DEPDC/GMS is always alive and buzz-

ing with activities for the welfare and development of our 278 sons and 

daughters. And while we love our activities and the happiness they bring, 

they require a lot of support to begin and maintain. For our many wonder-

ful friends around the world, whose constant generosity in supporting 

these activities and the happiness they bring, we are deeply grateful. 

 

These donations support a lot of different areas within DEPDC. Meals to 

keep children happy and healthy. Education and vocational training to help them develop. Sports and activities that provide 

sources of health, rehabilitation, education about wellbeing and a lot of fun times spent with friends. Safe shelters and all 

the basic supplies that they require. Salaries for the employees who are our backbone here at DEPDC. Money for research so 

that we continue to find who needs us most, where they are, and what we can do to help them preserve and improve their 

lives. These areas, and many more, are the building blocks on which our vision and all of our activities are built, so through 

donations we are enabled to impact lives and change the world for the better. 

 

In the spirit of people who share what they have so that at-risk kids can enjoy a brighter future, we would also like to men-

tion specific areas to which people can donate, as well as specific amounts and to what they will contribute. These are avail-

able in DEPDC/GMS’s personal pages on the Global Giving website, which you can access by looking on Global Giving and 

searching for DEPDC, or by clicking here. 

 

In addition to specific donations on our Global Giving page, we also welcome general donations that we can use wherever 

and whenever the need arises, providing a waiting reservoir on which to draw. Of course we appreciate all donations and all 

generosity, but general donations can be particularly useful, since they can be readily mobilized and be applied very flexibly.  

For  more details about how to donate to DEPDC, please see the final page of this newsletter or click here to visit a page on 

our blog that describes how to send us a donation online. 

 

Thank you for keeping apprised of DEPDC/GMS and everything we do, and thank you to all of those amazing people who 

help us to save, protect, educate, develop, empower and brighten the futures of DEPDC/GMS’s many sons and daughters. It is 

people like you that are the cement of human decency that holds together the walls of our fragile world, and, if we’re will-

ing to pursue it, together we can strengthen the foundations of humankind and begin to construct a new, fairer, stronger and 

happier place for all people to share and enjoy together. 

 

By Matthew Williams-Spooner 

  

In addition to this, MRICRH gives material support and legal consultations to 

over 200 individuals in need of help,     including 8 at the Swimming Home 

and 4 at Ban Klang Na. This includes assessments of legal, health and secu-

rity needs, which determines what they need and how we can help them to 

obtain it. The Child Helpline, started in Mae Sai, also extends to MRICRH, 

providing a number that people can call if they, their relatives or someone 

they are concerned about needs our support. It’s a lot of hard work, entailing 

long checks in many communities, a lot of collaboration with networks of 

local people, providing clothes, medicine, food, water and whatever other 

basic necessities people require, and, if need be, providing an alternative 

place to stay if their current environment is unsafe. It’s an amazing job being 

done by the committed MRICRH staff and it’s our honour to let you know 

about what they do and about the children for whom they work so hard.  

By Matthew Williams-Spooner 

Rice fields at BKN, cultivated and harvested 

by the staff and kids, providing life skills 

training and important sources of food 

Everyone won medals at one of the hugely     

successful swimming carnivals 

http://www.globalgiving.org/dy/v2/content/search.html?q=depdc
http://depdcblog.wordpress.com/donate/
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Future Directions and How You Can Be Involved 
 

DEPDC/GMS believes in our projects and is making them self-sustainable. Agriculture projects are not only excellent 

sources of vocational training, but also enable our centres to sustain themselves and to turn a profit from the proceeds 

of surplus produce. This involves designing the projects, obtaining the necessary resources to implement them and then 

bringing the vision to life. This is now happening within all of our centres in four agriculture sites at HDS in Mae Sai, M-

CRPC in Chiang Khong, and MRICRH’s sites at the Swimming Home and Ban Klang Na. These are living accomplish-

ments on our road to self-sustainability and we’re proud to boast their ongoing success. 
 

We believe in prevention through education in grassroots work with communities, especially children, and in developing 

the next generation of youth leaders to carry on improving the world. We believe deeply in the power of youth leaders, 

of organised cadres of trained young people committed to obtaining the improvements which DEPDC/GMS has obtained 

for the last 24 years. They are the future of anti-trafficking and humanitarian work in general, and fostering that genera-

tion, helping it to equip itself with the hearts, minds and skills to pursue those worthy ambitions is an objective we take 

very seriously. Subsequent to the success of the Mekong Youth Net training program from 2005-2009, our advancing 

goals are to continue to consolidate and expand this confederacy of youth leaders into a Mekong Youth Union of tightly 

interconnected and mutually supporting youth leaders from throughout the Greater Mekong Subregion.  
 

However, our vision doesn’t end there. DEPDC/GMS’s  Mekong Youth Net youth leader program has been recognised by 

ASHOKA as ‘ready to go global’, with Khun Sompop being an ASHOKA Fellow and having been chosen from among over 

1,000 other fellows as one of the select few whose work is suitable for global expansion. We wholeheartedly agree and 

view a future which contains not only a Mekong Youth Union, but an Asian Youth Union and one day a Global Youth 

Union. Such institutions will set the standard for humanitarian work and usher in unforeseen times of young, intercon-

nected and effective social workers and humanitarians.  
 

These are projects which you can support by spreading information about us, our activities and about our vision for the 

future. You can provide donations to DEPDC/GMS. And you can volunteer to join us directly, to be part of the vision we 

perceive and to be an instrument of change in the coming future. Together,  if we choose, we can change the world. All 

we need is to believe in ourselves and in the profound goodness of which humans are capable. 
 

By Matthew Williams-Spooner 

October Break at HDS  –  Critical Trainings Enhanced Critical Thinking 

The school term break during the month of October was quite busy for teachers and many of the students at our Half Day 

School. Over the course of three different training sessions, participants learned how to manage the school’s recently initi-

ated radio broadcast program and increased their awareness of so-

cial problems which directly affect many of the young people 

throughout the Mekong Subregion. While some recreational activi-

ties lightened the mood surrounding serious issues, students gained 

crucial information about the real and ever-present dangers to their 

physical safety and well-being which are inherent to the local com-

munity and region, such as the causes and consequences of human 

trafficking and child exploitation. 

The “Camp for Increasing Life Skills” on the 8th, 9th, and 10th was led 

by ten teachers and served fifty-five students on site at the Half Day 

School.  Specific topic discussions engaged the children on day one 

to learn more about themselves and their individual rights, their role 

within traditional and alternative family structures, and their place 

within the larger community and social framework.  The second day 

was highlighted by an educational hike through a protected forest park nearby the Half Day School.  All  cooperated to 

pack supplies and food in the morning before setting off, and after a variety of fun orienteering activities along the way 

and some ninety minutes later, the group reached a natural mountain pool where they picnicked and had a cooling swim.   

Students then had a chance to listen to a park official speak about nature conservation and environmental hazards.  On the 

camp’s final day, students were given a demonstration by army soldiers who specialize in training canines to search for 

illicit drugs. They also discussed social problems and dangers related to the trafficking of contraband which is prevalent at 

border crossings and throughout the Mekong Subregion. Teachers wrapped up camp activities with a gathering to guide 

students to reflect on questions about what they learned over the three days. 

Students and teachers celebrate a successful camp! 
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The Half Day School’s ‘Little DJ’ program began on the 16th with twenty students in an all-day training conducted by instructors with 

expertise in socially responsible media programming.  The school’s broadcast studio has been home to the Child Voice Radio (CVR) 

community outreach radio program for the last seven years, and with this training students will be able to host an enhanced series 

of programs throughout the school day which will also be on air in the surrounding community area.  Participants had the opportu-

nity to learn not only the technical side of radio program production, but also to understand important elements of deejaying and 

public speaking such as self-confidence, appropriate speech techniques, and resourcefulness.  Instructors encouraged students to 

overcome anxiety and shyness when speaking out, to value their own ideas and viewpoints, and to take ownership of input into pro-

gram content and production.  Students then collaborated to create a mind map in summary of all aspects of radio programming 

and remarked that the training was valuable for both their practical knowledge and personal growth, aside from being great fun and 

something to look forward to  each school day.     

Another training session at the Half Day School in October was held over three separate days and focused on the issues of child 

labor exploitation and human trafficking.  A group of thirty-one students joined each day to learn from experienced teachers, to ana-

lyze various media sources on the subjects, and to participate in group discussions concerning the causes and consequences of vic-

timization.  The first training session concentrated on the definition of exploitative child labor with specific discussion of the differ-

ence between working conditions which are healthy and safe and the forms of child labor which are harmful and illegal.  Teachers 

increased students’ awareness of what dangerous situations can be like for exploited children through analysis of documentaries 

and case studies, and with such examples they also taught students ways to decrease their vulnerability to becoming victims them-

selves.  The second and third days of training combined a review of types of exploitative working conditions as well as in-depth 

discussion of human trafficking risks for young people in this region and of features of the worldwide network.  Teachers guided 

participants to consider the definition of human trafficking and its multitude of forms, potential situations and dangers faced by 

victims, and how to identify and evade perpetrators who are endemic to this region in particular.  With the close of the final day, 

students were encouraged to think critically about their social environment and to proactively share their knowledge with friends, 

family, and community members.     

With training like this, provided in addition to the Half Day School’s prevention and protection oriented curriculum, that students 

continue to build their personal resources – critical thinking skills, practical knowledge, self-confidence, a sense of belonging and 

self-worth, and the ability to empower their peers and their community.  We would like to acknowledge the dedication and hard 

work of the Half Day School’s full-time faculty members and part-time instructors, whose expertise and training skills are invaluable 

in the preparation, planning, and execution of these such events which have been proven effective not only in keeping our children 

safe, but also in nurturing the development from which they will grow into healthy adults and community leaders.     

By Julie M. 

Alinda  Suya 

Project Director 
Pikun   Ngammeangma 

Coordinator of Education  

Manassapan Suthichaikul 

Education staff 
Sam   Namsam 

Education staff 
Somboon   Taluang 

Education staff 

Naruemon  Wettasin 
Education staff (youth 

volunteer) 

Long  Kham-ai 
Education staff (youth 

volunteer) 

Paveena   Mayerku 
Education staff 

Aryou   Aryi 
Education staff 

Fongchan  Kham-ai 
Education staff 

Meet the staff at the Half Day School (Soon Look Yeeng) 



 

 

Interview with Khruu Somboon, a Teacher at the Half Day School  
 

We gained a personal perspective on the importance of education and of being a teacher from Khruu (Teacher) Somboon, who 

for ten years has been helping to educate children and give them the opportunity to learn to read and write Thai, to study 

other academic subjects as well as vocational skills, and to develop into healthy adults and to achieve success through gainful 

employment and meaningful life experiences. This is what he said in an interview with international volunteer Julie M.   

Why were you drawn to this kind of work? 

At first, I thought of teaching as an important but ordinary job. After some time at 

the Half Day School (HDS) though, I realized that education is essential for children 

and for society as a whole, and I’ve come to love teaching. Now I see my work not 

only as something very important, but as a vocation I’m very fond of.   

What do you like most about your work? 

I really enjoy teaching, so when I came to DEPDC I joined the education department 

of the Half Day School, and every year I appreciate my job and our team more and 

more.  It’s very satisfying to watch the kids grow and develop and to be able to live 

their lives effectively and with purpose. Many of our students are Burmese of from 

ethnic minorities, and thus stateless or not recognized as Thai citizens with full rights. These children haven’t studied at 

a Thai school before and cannot read or write Central Thai, so it’s rewarding to observe their progress in literacy skills 

and abilities in other subjects over the years they attend the HDS. 

I’m very proud to be called khun khruu – a very respectful term for teacher in Thailand – because I know that the chil-

dren respect me and look up to me. In Thai culture, for children who are raised primarily within the immediate family, 

the mother and father are their first and most important teachers, but school teachers are similarly valued as caretakers, 

guides, and givers of knowledge. This is especially true at the school here since many of our students come from broken 

homes and live with extended family members. I like so much to hear from former students who remember me fondly 

and stay in touch even after many years and after they have a family of their own. I’m so happy that they still call me 

khun khruu and that they want to know how I’m doing and to let me know how they’re doing.   

What are biggest challenges involved in your work? 

I have some ongoing frustrations. Even though it’s not possible to have a full standard curriculum at the HDS, I wish we 

could provide students with a graduate certificate and give them the chance to compete with privileged students to ad-

vance on to secondary school and through higher levels of learning. I wish that we could provide a wide range of oppor-

tunities to our students, who are disadvantaged mainly due to unequal citizenship status and family problems. It’s very 

saddening to know that, as a result of social and environmental factors, many parents do not value education and cannot 

give their children adequate care, and so our teachers, staff members, and volunteers have to give them extra attention. 

If you could create opportunities for children at DEPDC and those with similar hardships, what would you focus on? 

Primarily, these children lack equal citizenship and so are at a huge disadvantage from the beginning of their 

lives. Without documentation and while living in poverty, many children cannot attend nursery school through secondary 

school as can children with full Thai citizenship. This holds them back from developing native fluency and literacy in 

Thai, getting decent jobs, entering into society, and achieving their potential as human beings. Older students who come 

to the Half Day School but cannot read and write Central Thai must be placed into grade levels much lower than is age 

appropriate. This is the case for nearly all of our students, and even when they finish sixth grade, we can only provide 

them with an unofficial certificate of completion which is generally not accepted by accredited secondary schools. 

What kinds of problems and frustrations do you hear Half Day School students talk about most often?   

Family problems, particularly those which stem from poverty and displacement, are the main issues for our students. It’s 

very hard for them because they lack consistency in home and care since many do not live with or see their parents of-

ten if their parents work long hours or far away, or if the children have to stay with extended relatives who are usually 

grandparents or other older relatives. Children in come from broken homes or who suffer such hardships don’t receive 

the love and attention that they need, at least not the same affection and care that they see their advantaged peers re-

ceive. They want so much to become self-sufficient adults and to have their own families. In the end, the children have 

to rely mostly on what they’ve learned at the Half Day School as their primary guide once they’re out on their own. It’s 

often a very lonely and heartbreaking situation for them. 
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Khruu Somboon and HDS kids 



 

 

Written by: Christina Belge 

Connecting with Art Written by: Vincent Not 

P A G E  7  
D E P D C / G M S  N E W S L E T T E R  

  

Recent Welcomes and Farewells 

This year has seen us welcome and farewell a number of staff and volunteers from our three centres at Mae Sai, Chiang 

Khong and Mae Chan. As a small token of our appreciation for their work, we’d like to introduce to you a brief profile of them 

all and wish them the best for what they’re doing now and for their ongoing ambitions for the future! 

 

Starting with some of our recently departed and sorely missed staff, their hard work deserves much more recognition than we 

can afford them now, but hopefully this small gesture can count for something. In February, MRICRH said goodbye to one of 

its hardworking staff who assisted its director, Khun Kaesai, while in Mae Sai we also saw the departure of two of our youth 

workers who gave lots of much needed support to the permanent staff at the Patek Half Day School. In April, we said goodbye 

to our accountant, in May, to a youth worker in Chiang Khong, in June, to a person helping us with finance reports and to one 

of our housekeepers in Mae Sai, and in August, to two people helping with fundraising and with a Mekong Youth Net project 

in Tachileik. It’s unfortunately rare to be able to meet and work with people such as these, and although they’re off to other 

pastures, it was our privilege to know them and we wish them every fortune in the years ahead. 

 

Moving to our international recruits, who help the work we do and are a pleasure to share our time with, but sadly can only 

stay for so long before the calls of home beckon them away from DEPDC. We mentioned them as incoming volunteers in our 

previous newsletter, and though we’re sad to see them leave, we’re proud of what they’ve done and, no matter where they go, 

we will always consider them friends for their generous contributions to our work and the lives of our children.  

 

Sarah Brislee, starting in April, was an Australian volunteer with training in teaching and behavior therapy, who worked at the 

Swimming Home until leaving in June. She’s a talented teacher, a kind person and a great friend to our sons and daughters at 

the site. It’s never easy to say goodbye to people as rare as Sarah, and we wish her all the best in the future.  

 

Also starting in April, Sorcha Kelly was a university student from Ireland, who has now gone back to finish her degree in Inter-

national Development and Food Policy. Before she recently left, she worked at our Half Day School in Mae Sai, teaching Eng-

lish and doing whatever else needed to be done with a bubbly warmth that endeared her to everyone she worked with, espe-

cially our children.  

 

Starting in February, Hana Livingston was our International Volunteer 

Coordinator at Mae Sai until she left in September. With loads of ex-

perience working in communities around South-East Asia, Hana 

brought a wealth of knowledge and a deep enthusiasm for the kind of 

work we do here at DEPDC. Her job required her to recruit, train and 

manage volunteers, as well as take care of administration work and 

whatever jobs popped up, and she struck a balance between them like 

a seasoned pro, all the while wearing a ready smile that we all still 

miss.  

 

Starting in January, Patricia Martinez is a Spanish-born humanitarian 

worker with a degree in Third World Development with Psychosocial 

Studies, which, in her words, she gained in 2011 so that she could 

“change the world”. You’ll rarely meet a more dedicated and genuinely 

compassionate person than Patricia, whose work at Chiang Khong during her time with DEPDC bore the unmistakable and 

indelible marks of a person deeply committed to improving the world for us all to share.  

 

And finally, starting in May, Erica Mythen was another Irish volunteer with us at our Half Day School in Mae Sai, coming to us 

with a B.A. in Chinese Studies. She’s been aware of the realities of trafficking for some time and decided that she had to be 

part of the solution, which brought her here to us at DEPDC where she worked as a person of many hats, teaching English, 

managing our media, taking care of administration and unflinchingly taking on anything else she was asked to do. We could-

n’t be happier to have worked with someone as passionate and tireless as Erica, and her cheerful optimism will be missed by 

us all, particularly the children to whom she was both a teacher and a friend. These people may not be with us anymore, but 

we know that they will do great things and it was our pleasure to have known them and to have had their help with the work 

we do at DEPDC. 

Finishing with welcomes, it’s our pleasure to welcome four new international volunteers to DEPDC, all of whom are currently 

working at the headquarters in Mae Sai. Matt came first, arriving in August, and has been teaching English to the Half Day 

School, as well as the kids at the Swimming Home when he’s lucky enough to have the chance to head down to Mae Chan. 

He’s an Australian psychology student who’s deferred university so that he can volunteer for a year with us at DEPDC, having 

been part of a short volunteer program with DEPDC earlier in the year which convinced him that he had to come back and 

Thai interns at Half Day School 
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become more involved.  

 

Next, Julie M. arrived in October with a degree in Philosophy and a 

wealth of experience in teaching, social work, and writing.  She has 

studied and worked in Thailand for more than four years altogether 

and is fluent and literate in Thai. It’s great to have her with us at 

DEPDC and she has put her skills to use by teaching in our Commu-

nity Learning Centre, DJing with the recently resumed Child Voice 

Radio, advising  how teaching can be improved at Half Day School, 

and being our current International Volunteer Coordinator. Quite a 

full plate, but she carries it well and we’re extremely happy to have 

her with us. 

 

Most recent to come were Aaron and Elea from the U.K., he a British

-American and she from Brittany, in the west of France. Aaron is a 

registered biomedical scientist, having studied in both the U.S. and the U.K. and gained formal registration before 

coming to volunteer with us at DEPDC/GMS. His future ambition is to use his knowledge, training and passion for hu-

man rights to enter into anti-bioterrorism work, but for now we’re glad to have him on our team in Mae Sai. Like eve-

ryone, Aaron wears whatever hat he needs to slip on when the need arises, which at the moment includes the morn-

ing radio show for the Child Voice Radio project, administration work and planning for important upcoming events, 

and lots of research and work for obtaining needed funding from donors around the world. He’s a committed and 

hardworking person who the children at the Half Day School recently and we think quite aptly named P’Gayng, which 

translates roughly to big brother ‘talented’. 

 

And finally, Elea is a French student of International Relations with a Masters in International Peace and Security. She 

loves kids and has a deep commitment to making sure that children everywhere get the chance to live freely and to 

be happy and healthy. She came to Thailand as a child and after getting to know Thai students at university she de-

veloped a fondness for Thai culture and Thailand itself which, in addition to her passion for children’s rights, is what 

has brought her into the DEPDC/GMS family. As she puts it, she wanted to do something that matters, something im-

portant, which is exactly what she has found here with us. She co-teaches the kindergarten classes, is cleverly redes-

igning the English classroom into both a beautiful place and a handy teaching tool, occasionally helps Aaron with the 

radio show, teaches at the Community Learning Centre and works to obtain the funding that keeps DEPDC/GMS 

afloat. Elea, too, is a hard worker with inspiring commitment and we’re grateful to have her with us. 

 

Again, to all of our freshly departed and newly welcomed friends and family, thank you and good luck. The world has 

many problems, but its people like you who enable us to do something about them. You are and will always be a part 

of our family here and we wish you all the best now and in the coming future. And to everyone reading this, consider 

yourselves openly invited to become members of our growing family anytime you like, because there’s always room 

for more people in the rooms and 

corridors of DEPDC/GMS. 

By Matthew Williams-Spooner 

 

 

 

Kids relaxing during lunch at Half Day School 

International volunteers: 

 

Matt (left), Aaron (middle) and 

Elea (right).  

 

Photographed by Julie M. 
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   Thank         You!Thank         You!Thank         You!   
We’d like to give special mention to 

Dr. Pisawat Sukonthapan of the Advi-

sory Board, and her friend and stu-

dents, for supporting the HDS Lunch 

Program. Our kids’ full stomachs and 

happy smiles are incredibly grateful.  

 
And special mention must also go to 

our donors, whose generous and con-

tinued support builds futures and re-

alizes dreams! We wish them the very 

best and for the rest of you all as well 

 Co-Operaid 

 

 GlobalGiving 

 

 Kindernothilfe 

 

 Plan International  

 

 All of our private donors 
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Goodbye and best wishes! 

Since being founded in 1989, DEPDC/GMS has directly helped over 4,000 children, not including the people who’ve benefitted from 

our children bringing their education, vocational training, human and child rights classes, and female empowerment lessons back to 

their home communities, expanding our network of progress and development beyond our immediate grasp. In addition to this, we’re 

proud to say that after their time with DEPDC, 95-98% per cent of our children remain protected from trafficking and stay out of vol-

untary prostitution. However, there remains much work ahead, and if you would like to be a part of it, please don’t hesitate to spread 

our information on social media, make donations to DEPDC through our donation accounts and channels listed below, or even join us 

as a volunteer at one of our sites at Chiang Khong, Mae Chan or Mae Sai. Thank you so much for your interest in us, what we do, and 

the children for whom we do it, and we wish you health and happiness in for the rest of the year and the new year ahead. From our 

family at DEPDC, al the best and kawbp koon krahp! 

By Matthew Williams-Spooner 

Since its inception, DEPDC/GMS has helped over 4,000 children, 96% of whom stay 

out of the sex trade. Please support DEPDC/GMS’s work by choosing to either: 

 

1. Make a tax-deductible gift in the U.S. and U.K. at our Global Giving Page 

 

2. Make a secure payment through PayPal. DEPDC’s email address info@depdc.org 

 

3. Support DEPDC with a check or direct money transfer to DEPDC’s bank account: 

 

Address: DEPDC PO Box 10, Mae Sai, Chiang Rai, 57130, ThailandAddress: DEPDC PO Box 10, Mae Sai, Chiang Rai, 57130, ThailandAddress: DEPDC PO Box 10, Mae Sai, Chiang Rai, 57130, Thailand   
 

Bank: Bank of Ayudhya Public Company, Mae Sai, Thailand 

Name of Account: Development and Education Programme  

for Daughters and Communities 

Account Number:  331-1-05358-6 

SWIFT Code: AYUDTHBK 

 

The Bank of Ayudhya does not provide depositors’ contact information, but  we will 

gladly verify your donation and send an official thank-you letter if you choose to 

send us an email providing your information to info@depdc.org. 

http://www.globalgiving.org/dy/v2/content/search.html?q=depdc

